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Abstract

This study concerns about the appointment of councillors in local authorities in
Malaysia. Councillors consist of city mayor or council president and councillors,
which are appointed by state authorities. Councillors are considered as people who
represent the public in local authorities. Before the system of appointment of
councillors take place, councillors were elected through the election of local
government. However a change in the political landscape has resulted in the

suspension of the electoral system until today.

This resulted instead in the appointment of councillors, in which the system has
caused several problems namely non-accountability, corruption, lack of transprerancy,
nepotism, cronysym, and abuse of powers. These problems arise because of the
interference by federal and state government and political parties even though the

power of councillors is vested to the state government.

This study would emphasize on the restoration of local government election with
referance to the current need of the public. In addition to the reintroducition of the
electoral system, other solutions would also be taken into consideration in order to

address the weaknessess of the appoinment system of councillors in local authorities.

v



TABLE OF CONTENTS

AcKknOWIEdgemEeNnt. .....o.cvuinit it ii
N 01 0 Tod N v
10731155 1L P v
5 o) T vii
CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION ........ccooiiirieieieieieieieiete et 1
1.0 INETOAUCEION . ...ceiiiiiiieiieeeeeete ettt ettt sat e st et e s e st e aaeeaeenane e 1
1.1 BACKZIOUNG ....cooiiiiiieiiieiteeieeteetee ettt ettt ae ettt e e esaae s esbaeneesssesnsaens 1
1.2 ReSEAICh QUESLIONS ....c.vviueiieiriieiieieeiietesie ettt ettt ettt e n e e 4
1.3 ObjJectives and SCOPE.....coueevirueerieriiiieniietertieie ettt ettt sae s s saeeae 5
1.4 Significance Of STUAY .....ccovueerieriiierieriteeie ettt et saaeeaes 5
1.5 LAMIEALION ettt ettt et a e st e st e bt be e s s e et e e ae e e eeee 6
1.6 MEthOAOLOZY ....eevveeeerieeiiieeiiiereeeteeette st ettt eesaae e bt e sae e et e ebaensaesssesnsaenseenssesnses 6
1.7 CONCIUSION ..ttt ettt ettt ettt e et st e b e et e sabesnseessaeeanes 7
CHAPTER TWO: HISTORY OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN MALAYSIA .....8
2.0 INtrOAUCTION ...c.ueieitieiteetee ettt ettt ettt et e st st e st e st e st e e beesanesaneens 8
2.1 Development of Local GOVEINMENL. .......c..ceeeuerieruirrienieieeienieeeenie et 8
2.2 Elected representation in Local GOVErnment............ccceveevveririeneeiieneenuenvenecnenns 9
2.3 Financial autonomy of L.ocal GOVEINMENt .........ccceevueerieriiieneenienieciteriieeeeeneens 10
2.4 Election of local government in rural area..........occeeevveeveeerveneeenieeneeniesieesieeseenne 10
2.5 National Local Government COuncil..........coceeveevierieniniienieneneerieneeeieeeeeeeeeee 11
2.6 Abolishment of the Local Government EIECtion ..........cccceeveeveereevienenvienvenieneenne. 11
B ¥ S OICTITSAIOTE s et smonni6 suisissammmes premominsn wnsnumsomaapsnas mernn 5 Sosois sk RHMAMN2HE K UNE RS meFtAds Ao 13
CHAPTER THREE: THE STRUCTURE OF LOCAL AUTHORITIES............ 14
3.0 INLrOAUCHION .c..tvieeiieiteeite ettt ettt ettt st e st et e et sat e st e s be e bt e sabeeseesaneas 14
3.1 The legal status of local aUthOTILIES .......cceeeeueeiriieiriieeeiieeieeeeeeeee e 14
3.2 The Types of Local GOVEINMENL ......ccc.eevueeriiriiienieeniieereeiee et 16
3.3 The Structure of Local Authorities in Malaysia ........cc.cccceevuererieniicreneenceienenn 18
3.3.1 City Mayor/ Council President .........coeeeeeeeeveenieniiieneenieeeeeeseeeee 19
3.3.2 COUNCIIOTS .. 21
333 The role of COUNCIIIOT. ......cooueiiiiiieiieieeee e 22
334 COMMIIEE SYSEIM Leeuutrieirieeriieerieeeireeee e ettt et e e e 23
3.35 SECTRLATY ..euvvervieriiiieieeiterte ettt ettt be ettt 24
3.3.6 SEALT et 24
3.4 The function of local AUthOTILIES .......eevueeriieriiieiierieeie e 25
34.1 Other Acts which empower the local authorities...........ccocevevieniinnnne. 25
3.5 FINANCE ...cutiiieiieitetee ettt ettt b e 27
3.6 CONCIUSION 1.ttt sttt ettt b et e be bt et nes 28

CHAPTER FOUR: INTERVENTION IN APPOINTMENT OF
COUNCILLORS AND ITS PROBLEMS ..........ccooooiiiiiiiiiciicciccneicieneaas 29



