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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research is to study the effects of behaviour of water element in
animation. It began from the purpose and symbol of water element in film and
animation studies, for examples, waves, splashes, rain and ripples. The main focus of
this research is to observe the physical change of water element in aspects of shape,
colour or motion, to embody the emotions of character in scene. Also, this observation
is based on a few animation films that had been chosen based on a few factors. First of
all, only film with 90 percent of water element is involved and mostly this main element
takes a main role in the story plot. Thus, Ponyo by Ghibli Studio and Song of the Sea
by Cartoon Saloon will be the main case study. Besides that, this animation will be
dissect carefully based on past journals and articles that are associated with main
element of this research, which is water element. This is important as it is able to help
create the astounding water element in coming soon animation, The Prayer.



Contents
CLARIFICATION
DECLARATION
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
ABSTRACT

ABSTRAK

TABLE OF CONTENT

INTRODUCTION
Introduction

Research Statement
Research Question
Research Objectives
Significance of Study
Scope and Limitation
Literature Review
Methodology
Summary of Chapters

Conclusion

TABLE OF CONTENT

Page Number
ii
iii
iv
v
Vi

vii

10
10

12

vii



CHAPTER 1:
THE ORIGIN

Introduction
Special Effect as a Symbol
Special Effect in Animation Production

Conclusion

CHAPTER 2:

THE APPRECIATION OF THE SPECIAL EFFECTS
IN ANIMATIONS

Introduction

The Beginning of History

Embracing the Water Element

Appreciation through Ponyo (2008) the Animated Film
The Remarkable Animated Film Song of the Sea (2014)

Conclusion

CHAPTER 3:

THE REPRESENTATION OF WATER ELEMENT
AS SPECIAL EFFECT

Introduction

Short Animation: The Prayer

Types of Water Element as Special Effect

The Waves

The Splashes

The Ripples

The Rain

viii

14

14

14

17

22

23

23

24

25

27

30

32

34

34

34

37

37

40

45

46



CONCLUSION

REFERENCES

49

51



	ABSTRACT
	TABLE OF CONTENT
	CHAPTER ONE : THE ORIGIN


	Introduction
	Special Effect as Symbol
	Special Effect in Animation Production
	Conclusion

	CHAPTER TWO : THE APPRECIATION OF SPECIAL EFFECTS IN ANIMATION
	Introduction
	The Beginning of the History
	Embracing the Water Element
	Appreciation through Ponyo the Animated Film
	The Remarkable Animated Film, Song of the Sea
	Conclusion

	CHAPTER THREE : THE REPRESENTATION OF WATER ELEMENT AS SPECIAL EFFECT
	Introduction
	Short Animation: The Prayer
	Types of Water Element as Special Effect
	The Waves
	The Splashes
	The Ripples

	CONCLUSION
	REFERENCES

