A REVIEW ON THE LAWS IN MALAYSIA FOR MALAYSIAN FOREIGN SPOUSES

BY

MOHD KAMIL SHAFIQ B. ABDUL RAZAK (2009871402)

MUHAMMAD IDZWAN B. ISHAK (2009219864)
AHMAD ZIKRI B. JAAFAR (2009463486)

Research is submitted to partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

Bachelor of Legal Studies (Hons)

Mara University of Technology

Faculty of Law

December 2011

Authors/writers confirm that the work submitted is their own and that appropriate credit has
been given with reference that has been made to the work of others.



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

“In the name'of‘ Allah, the Most Gracious and the MoSt Merciful Alh_a_mdulillah, all praises to. ,‘
“ Allah’ for the 'strengths and His blessing.in_ completing th‘is thesis. Special appreciation goes to
) our supervisor, Madam Azlena Bt. rKhali_d, ;.for her supervision and constant' support. Her;
) 'invaluable help of constructive .com'mentsﬁand suggestions throughout:the research pape‘r works ‘

_ have contributed to the success of this ~research.

We ‘Would‘like to express my appreciatlon to the Dean, Faculty- Iof Law, Assac. .Prof Datln |
-.Paduka Saudah Sulaiman and also to. the Deputy Dean (Academlc affarrs) Faculty of Law :
‘ 'Mohd Basir Sulerman for their support and help towards our . research paper. My B
_ acknowledgement also goes to all the techm01ans and office staffs of Faculty of Law for their co-
: operatlons Sincere thanks to all the group members Ahmad Zikri B. J aafar Muhammad Idzwan -
‘.’B Ishak and other fnends for thelr kmdness and moral support durmg my study Thanks for the . |
' __fnendshlp and memories. Last but not least my deepest grat1tude goes to our beloved parents for' ,
;;thelr endless love prayers and encouragement Our prolect paper was completed ‘within the e

_...'stlpulated tlme as requlred by the faculty guldelmes

Asa conclusion, this research 'paper makes us realized the value of working together‘ as ateam -
: ',"and:as a new experience in working environment VvhjChch‘allenges us every minute. The whole :
" penod in malqng this research paper really brought us together to apprec1ate the true value of

' 'fnendshlp and respect of each other.



ABSTRACT

}This paper provides a comprehensive assessment and examination of the laws protecting the
" rights of _foreigrl spouses in Malaysia. This paper attempts to compare the current laws and
ipo.licies irnplernented in Australian and reviews the lacunae or Io’opholes 1n the laws and assess
A_ the 1mpacts of such 1nadequacy on the phght and gnevances suffered by forergn spouses in
B Malaysm Under international law there is a legal framework in ensuring that the rights of |
forel_gn spouses to be recognised and protected. There are several international Conventions that
have been ratiﬁed»by several countries 1n the world. As there is a lack of guidelines coupled with
- the lack 'of sensitiveness of the Malaysian authOrities has caused rnany problems towards foreign
spouses with regards to their application and status in the._ey‘es of the law. Therefore we made the
comparisons to the Australian polic’_ies and rules because it provides more comprehensive and ,
clear guidelines with regards' to the 'ai)nlication of visas, permanent residency and also
_ cmzenshlp Several bureaucracy and documentatlon dlfﬁculty had been a stumbling block for_
, ’forelgn spouse Who marned to a Malays1an c1tlzen from enJoymg their rlghts and pnv11eges:
' conferred by the law. Recent transformatlon dnve by the current leadershlp of the country had ,
.’*Vmade it clear that the laws regulatlng the rlghts and status of fore1gn spouses should be revamp'

and rev1e_w.
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