THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK AND IMPLEMENTATION OF BABY

HATCH IN MALAYSIA
By
Muhammad Affiq bin Parthi (2011898526)
Muhammad Hilmi bin Hashim (2011284626)
Zulhilmi bin Zabri (2011879878)

Submitted in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements

for the Bachelor in Legal Studies (Hons)

Universiti Teknologi MARA

Faculty of Law

December 2013

The students/authors confirm that the work submitted is their own and that appropriate credit has

been given where reference has been made to the work of others.



Abstract

This research would focus on the legal framework and implementation of Baby Hatch in
Malaysia. The reason for us to take on a journey upon such research is due to the fact that there
are no single law or regulation governing the administration of Baby Hatch in Malaysia. Our
research is an attempt to explain why Malaysia need such system to manifest itself, in
comparisons with Baby Hatch’s laws around the globe such as those implemented in the United

States of America, Japan and Germany.

In Malaysia, the only law governing abandoned babies are the Penal Code, Child Act 2001 and
the Adoption Act. It is provided under the Penal Code that the act of a mother or birthparents
abandoning a child under the age of twelve years old is a criminal offence. It further states that
abandonment must occur at unsafe places in order for the mother or the birthparents to be
prosecuted upon successful charges. However, it does not specifically provide as to what
construe ‘unsafe places’, does Baby Hatch considered as unsafe place? Hence, the main aim of

this research is to clarify any vague areas in the nation’s legal context.

Apart from that, the laws governing adoption in Malaysia is immensely procedural and swarming
with bureaucracy, making an application to apply for citizenships for these unfortunate babies a
tedious job. Hence, by suggesting how Malaysia can improve its adoption processes, we hope to

expedite the departure of these babies to a loving and caring family.
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