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The purpese of this paper is to highlight the matrimonial

rights of Muslim women, for it is a known fact that not all
are

women/aware of their rights. There are some who due to the

lack of educaticn, poverty and other factors are still ignorant

of their full rights under Islam.

With the increasing number of divorces in the Federal
Territory, women should be more alert to their rights available
under Muslim Famlly Law, so that they will not be much eppressed
and taken for granted by the men. Thus, it is of utmost
importance that women know the types of relief available

during the subsistence of marriage and also after divorce.

The legislation that governs Muslim women in Malaysia is peculiar
to each state which has its own Administration of Muslim Law

Enactment.

Fach state has exclusive Jurlsdiction over the field of Islamic
law and as a result, there is no uniformity of principle or
practice from state to state. As every state has different
provisions in their Enactment, thus giving Aifferent rights

and protection to women, it is felt that there is a need for

the implementation of a fairer and uniform Islamic law in
falaysia. Moreover, it had often been said that the practice

in Malaysia falls seriously short of the principles of the Islamic

Family Law, as laid down in the Quran and the prophet (S.A.W.)'s
sayings (hadith). '
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In view of this, the writer would lilke to highlight as
objectively as possible the matrimonial rights of Muslim
women. Under Muslim Law and Malay customs, there are certain
rights available to all Muslim women. This is with the
intention of determining to what extent the administration of
Muslim law in the Federal Territory is within the framework

of Tslam.

The writer has conducted interviews with the Pemangku Kadl Besar,
Wilayah Persekutuan and a few other persons to determine to what
extent Muslim women are aware of their rights. These interviews

will be discussed in this research papar.

METHODOLOGY EMPLOYED

Most of the materials in the writing of this paper were collected
through research of references in various text books, Journals

and newspipe s, Besides this, informal interviews were also

conducted with various religious officials working at the Syariah
Court, Jalan Ipoh, K.Lumpur, which provided invaluable primary

sources.

LIMITATIONS OF STUDY

Due to the limitation of time, the scope of this stu‘dy has been
confirmed to the law applicable in the Federal Territory. The

writer has discussed the important reliefs available to Muslim
women during the subsistence of marriage and after divorce.

The writer has even discussed the substantive law as applied in
the Federal Territory, and also the rights as provided by the

Holy Quran and Hadith or the saying of the Prophet (S.A.W.) with

reference to the Shafie School of Law.
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