Social And Management Research Journal (SMRJ) Vol 14 No 2 Dec 2017 (Cover).pdf 1 19-Mar-18 8:30:39 AM

SOCIAL and MANAGEMENT RESEARCH

JOURNAL Institute of Research Management Innovation (IRMI)

VOLUME 14 NO.2

C

VOLUME 14 NO.2
DECEMBER 2017
ISSN 1675-7017

SOCIAL and
MANAGEMENT
RESEARCH

JOURNAL

Institute of Research Management Innovation (IRMI)

M

Y

MY

CY

CMY

DECEMBER 2017

CM

K

A Futures Study on the Quality of Life from the Point of View of Iranian Youths
Sina Saeedy, Mojtaba Amiri, Mohammad Mahdi Zolfagharzadeh,
Mohammad Rahim Eyvazi
Housing for Young People: What are their Opportunities?
Mahazril ‘Aini Yaacob, Siti Hajar Abu Bakar, Wan Nor Azriyati Wan Abdul
Aziz

ISSN 1675-7017

The Mediating Effect of Happiness on the Relationship between Work-Life Balance and Life
Satisfaction: An Empirical Study on Employees of Malaysian Financial Industry
Siti Hartini Najamudin, Muhamad Khalil Omar, Azzarina Zakaria
Descriptive Analysis - Predictors of Attitude towards Purchasing Halal Skin Care Products
Azreen Jihan, Rosidah Musa
The Roles of Employees Coaching towards Employee Outcomes
Nursaadatun Nisak Ahmad, Azman Ismail, Ida Rosnita Ismail
MDAB Programme is a Waste of Money?
Nor Hazizah Julaihi, Mohammad Isa Mohamadin, Bebe Norlita Mohamed,
Mariathy Karim
Orientalism in Celluloid: The Production of the ‘Crazy Year’
Théry Béord, Achim Alan Merlo
Modelling Basic Numeracy Learning Application for Children with Autism: A Pilot Study
Muhamad Fairus Kamaruzaman , Harrinni Mohd Noor, Mustaffa Halabi Hj
Azahari

inside cover smrj disember 17.pdf 1 12-Dec-17 4:08:34 PM

SOCIAL AND MANAGEMENT RESEARCH JOURNAL
Chief Editor
Rosmimah Mohd Roslin
Univesiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Managing Editor
Nor Irvoni Mohd Ishar
Univesiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Journal Administrators
Nur Hamizah Mohd Radzi, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Nor Hasimah Yunus, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Editorial Board
Mihaela Kelemen, Keele University, United Kingdom
Jeong-Hoan, Seo, Changwon National University, South Korea
Fathul Wahid, Universitas Islam Indonesia
Diana Sari, Universitas Padjajaran, Indonesia
Ioanna Papasolomou, University of Nicosia, Cyprus
Sanjeev Prashar, Indian Institute of Management, India
Nurul Indarti, Universitas Gadjah Mada, Indonesia
Maznah Wan Omar, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Erne Suzila Kassim, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Faridah Hassan, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Salamiah A. Jamal, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Zainuddin Zakaria, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Tan Peck Leong, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Norlida Abdul Hamid, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Haslinda Hashim, Universiti Putra Malaysia, Malaysia
Maisarah Ahmad, Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia
Abu Bakar Abdul Hamid, Putra Business School , Malaysia
Rosmini Omar, Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, Malaysia
R. Jegatheesan, Universiti Tenaga Nasional, Malaysia
Yusniza Kamarulzaman, University of Malaya, Malaysia
Norazah Md Suki, Universiti Malaysia Sabah, Malaysia
Language Editors
Carol Teo Boon Chui, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia
Jalilah Ahmad, Universiti Teknologi MARA, Malaysia

© UiTM Press, UiTM 2017
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, copied, stored in any
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means; electronic,
mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise; without prior permission in
writing from the Director of UiTM Press, Universiti Teknologi MARA, 40450 Shah
Alam, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia. E-mail: penerbit@salam.uitm.edu.my
The views, opinions and technical recommendations expressed by the contributors and authors are
entirely their own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, the publisher and the
university.

Vol. 14 No. 2

December 2017

ISSN 1675-7017

1.

A Futures Study on the Quality of Life from the Point of
View of Iranian Youth
Sina Saeedy
Mojtaba Amiri
Mohammad Mahdi Zolfagharzadeh
Mohammad Rahim Eyvazi

1

2.

Housing for Young People: What are their
Opportunities?
Mahazril ‘Aini Yaacob
Siti Hajar Abu Bakar
Wan Nor Azriyati Wan Abdul Aziz

15

3.

The Mediating Effect of Happiness on the Relationship
between Work-Life Balance and Life Satisfaction: An
Empirical Study on Employees of Malaysian Financial
Industry
Siti Hartini Najamudin
Muhamad Khalil Omar
Azzarina Zakaria

33

4.

Descriptive Analysis - Predictors of Attitude towards
Purchasing Halal Skin Care Products
Azreen Jihan
Rosidah Musa

55

5.

The Roles of Employees Coaching towards Employee
Outcomes
Nursaadatun Nisak Ahmad
Azman Ismail
Ida Rosnita Ismail

71

6.

MDAB Programme is a Waste of Money?
Nor Hazizah Julaihi
Mohammad Isa Mohamadin
Bebe Norlita Mohamed
Mariathy Karim

89

7.

Orientalism in Celluloid: The Production of the ‘Crazy
Year’
Théry Béord
Achim Alan Merlo

109

8.

Modelling Basic Numeracy Learning Application for
Children with Autism: A Pilot Study
Muhamad Fairus Kamaruzaman
Harrinni Mohd Noor
Mustaffa Halabi Hj Azahari

125

Housing for Young People: What are their
Opportunities?
Mahazril ‘Aini Yaacob1,2, Siti Hajar Abu Bakar1, and Wan Nor Azriyati
Wan Abdul Aziz3
Department of Administration and Social Justice, Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences,
University Malaya, Malaysia
2
Faculty of Administrative Science and Policy Studies, Universiti Teknologi MARA,
Malaysia
3
Department of Estate Management, Faculty of Built Environment, University Malaya,
Malaysia
E-mail: mahazril@siswa.um.edu.my

1

ABSTRACT

Received: 24 May 2017
Accepted: 7 November 2017

Housing does not only serve the basic needs of the citizens, but it is also
considered as one of the important features of independent living. A
comprehensive literature search revealed that access to housing is vital
in the transition to adulthood, mainly to ensure that young adults enjoy a
higher quality of life. Young adults face many hardships in their pursuit of
adequate and affordable housing. Nevertheless, the act of leaving home,
are typically determined by the economic resources (income) and other
influential factors. The debate on establishing the homeownership was
rampantly discussed by numerous researchers. However, efforts to examine
the factors influencing the housing opportunities among the young people
are limited. In response to this need, a preliminary study was carried out
to identify the factors affecting the housing opportunities among the young
people. Except for locational factor, affordability, housing knowledge and
structural factors play prominent roles in inducing housing opportunities
among the youth. Therefore, strategies such as comprehensive information
about housing schemes should be made available and accessible to the
young people. Additionally, other relevant parties, such as financial
institutions and developers, may need to revise their requirement for loan
financing, and the eligibility criteria. Overall, these measures should be able
to ensure that young can people enjoy housing opportunities and improve
their quality of life.
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Keywords: affordability, housing knowledge, housing opportunities,
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INTRODUCTION
Inadequate housing caused the transition to adulthood, a period where young
people change by stages into adult roles, longer to complete. To date, there
were numerous issues, but the most critical one is providing affordable and
adequate housing for the citizens. The lack of affordable housing confines
individuals’ choices about the place for them to live. The financial burden
of the unaffordable housing can inhibit people from meeting other basic
needs, comprising health care and nutrition, and this is predominantly
significant for the low-income individuals. According to Hochstenbach
and Boterman (2014), in many western cities, housing opportunities for
young people are controlled due to housing market reforms and declining
affordability, as a result of the gentrification process. Similarly, in the Eastern
counterparts, Japan, for instance, there was a remarkable declination of
housing opportunities among their young people, which was due to the rise
of neoliberal policy and economic uncertainties (Hirayama, 2012).
Homeownership is one of the tools for wealth creation and investment
good (Doling & Omar, 2012; Doling & Ronald, 2010; Rugg & Quilgars,
2015). Holdsworth and Solda (2002) demonstrated that in countries
with most homeowners, the structure of their housing market focuses on
homeownership. However, renting is not an effective solution as it hinders
wealth accumulation. When people focus on homeownership, they are
excluded from accessing the housing ladder, in terms of obtaining the
mortgage financing, in which, hinder their opportunities to affordable,
adequate and reasonable housing. There are various types of housing
affordability measures available. However, they are limited to the economic
approach rather than social approach. This study aims to identify the
association between the housing opportunities among young people with
several factors such as affordability, location, housing knowledge and
structural factors.
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LITERATURE REVIEW
Undeniably, everyone has the rights to housing regardless of the economic
resources of the individual. The rights to housing are more than just the rights
to have a shelter. The right to housing must be enjoyed by everyone entitled
to it. Previous studies have primarily concentrated on homeownership
(i.e., Belsky, 2013; Khan, Mahamud, Kamaruddin, 2012; Blaauboer,
2010; Castro Campos, Yiu, Shen, Liao, & Maing, 2016) affordability (i.e.,
A.A.Bujang, Jiram, Zarin & Anuar, 2015; Ariffian, Anuar & Zarin, 2013;
Bruce & Kelly, 2013; Poon & Garratt, 2012) and housing accessibility (i.e.,
Marijin Sleurink, 2012; Yang, Z., Yi, C., Zhang, W., & Zhang, C., 2013).
However, little attention has been paid to investigate the opportunities to
adequate housing, especially for young people. Therefore, this study chose
to employ the term opportunities because it represents the wider context in
explaining housing situations of the young people.
The issue on opportunities to adequate housing is more than just the
issue of affordability or homeownership. Instead, it concerns the rights
and accessibility to adequate housing. Without the rights, one cannot
have access to the housing market, hence their opportunities to adequate
housing are hindered. A study conducted by Zyed (2014) suggests that the
rights to housing show that everyone should have the opportunity towards
adequate housing regardless of households’ income group. It is vital to
explain further the opportunities they have about adequate housing in any
efforts to understand the challenges faced by individuals in their pursuit to
adequate housing (Lee, Parrott & Ahn, 2012).
In the pursuit to live independently, young people should be given
the opportunities to adequate housing. There are many problems faced by
people in their pursuit for affordable and adequate housing. Hochstenbach
and Boterman (2014) addressed the question of how young people deal with
the housing constraints in many western cities. They found that the housing
market reforms constrained the housing opportunities of young people. The
gentrification processes contribute to the decreasing of affordability. Most
young people are not able to access affordable, adequate and reasonable
housing due to social constraints such as obtaining the mortgage financing.
Therefore, for young people to have the housing opportunity, factors that
hinder their opportunity for adequate housing should be looked upon.
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Various variables are widely employed in the previous literature.
However, their concerns were limited to the issues of housing affordability
which are examined from the economic approach; rather than social
approach. This study, which adopts the social approach, has chosen the
factors such as affordability, location, housing knowledge and structural
factors to explain the housing opportunities among young people because
it is more relevant in the context of the study.
Affordability includes elements such as financial resources (i.e.,
income, housing price, household expenses and financing). Housing
affordability refers broadly to a person’s ability to pay for housing. Roween
(2014) defines affordability as the capacity of a person in providing
something, which is commonly referred to the ability of the individual in
financial terms. A study led by Roween (2014) investigates the housing
affordability among middle-income earners in the Philippines from the
perspectives of demographic and socio-economic background. The result
highlights that the most important factor which influences housing adequacy
and affordability is their income. Without a stable income, a person’s ability
to have a home is limited either by owning or renting as these tenures are
correlated with having a sufficient income.
The influence of financial criteria was discussed by Doling (1999). In
his assessment of the housing system in the Eastern Europe, he concluded
that even though the housing production is dominated by the state, access
to housing is not based on non-financial criteria such as need. Instead, it
reflects on labour market position whereby higher income groups will
normally get access to the largest and best facilities in the best locations.
As such, in order for young people to earn their rights to housing, having a
stable income is necessary as it marks their capability to enter the housing
market. Household income and individual level of monthly earnings are
important to determine the housing affordability among young generation
or Y Generation (Bujang, Jiram, Zarin & Anuar, 2015).
McKee and Hoolachan’s (2015) study among the younger generation
in Scotland identified that parental supports and employment are two
important determinants for individual access to homeownership. Similarly,
Li’s (2014) study among young people in Taiwan discovered that 65 percent
of them who just entered the workforce could not afford to live outside their
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parental house due to the expensive homes. As a result, they choose to live
with their parents as they cannot afford either owning or renting a house.
Another significant element is location. Tan (2012) in a study among
younger people in Greater Kuala Lumpur claims that location is placed as an
important aspect in owning a home. Location significantly influences their
housing opportunities, mainly on homeownership. They prefer houses that
are located near the facilities such as retailing outlets, schools, recreational
parks and the workplace. The findings are parallel with the findings by Yip
(2013) who found that prime location was the primary concern for young
people in choosing a house to buy. They prefer the houses which are near
to their workplace, near their parents and near to the social facilities such
as shopping mall and leisure places. Specifically, they prefer the location to
be along the railway lines as most of the people in Hong Kong are highly
dependent on public transportation for their daily activities.
Drew (2015) also confirmed that young people aged between 25 to 34
years old placed location as one of the important preferences for housing.
Meanwhile, in a study regarding Shanghai people’s living arrangement,
Yang, Wang and Wang (2015) discovered that majority of Shanghai middle
class, whom the majority of them are university graduates, live in the
middle elevated ring. This social class prefers living in the high residential
areas where facilities such as malls, schools, business districts are easily
accessible.
Other than affordability and location, housing knowledge plays an
importance role in explaining the housing opportunities among young
people. Housing knowledge concerns information and understanding on
housing especially on housing policy, initiatives and schemes offered either
by the government or relevant parties that provide housing opportunities
for young people. Knowledge of real estate market opportunities differs
between categories of people. Highly educated people may have more
opportunities than those with a relatively low educational level because they
might be more capable of finding and using information, and of dealing with
the complexity of the housing allocation system. Knowledge enhances the
probability of finding a new dwelling that meets the household’s preferences.
Some households also try to negotiate with the housing association for
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better housing conditions, and some succeed at this (Meerts et al., 2011).
Furthermore, Atiles and Bohon (2003) point out that lack of knowledge
about available housing programmes hindered the Latinos from enjoying
their housing opportunities.
In Malaysia, the importance of housing knowledge is further discussed
by Saari (2014). The study acknowledges that knowledge on the homebuying process including financial literacy needs to be exposed to people
starting from an earlier age so that they can make a wise decision when
deciding to own or to rent. Even though the government has extensively
come out with various housing strategies and schemes such as Program
Rumah 1Malaysia (PR1MA), Skim Rumah Pertamaku (SRP), Rent to
Own Scheme (RTO) and many others as assistance for people to own a
home, many Malaysians are still not aware of them. Interviews with the
younger working household in Malaysia highlight that among the factors
that determine their housing opportunities either by renting or owning is
financial literacy. Houses are unaffordable due to lack of financial literacy.
Since not everyone has the awareness and understanding on the appropriate
financial management such as the amount of money they should save or
invest in buying house, their opportunities to adequate housing are hindered
(Al et al., 2013).
Besides affordability, location and housing knowledge, structural
factor also plays significant roles in influencing housing opportunities
among young people. The structural aspect refers to the administrative
and regulatory aspects that consist of elements such as government
housing policy as well as government programmes and initiatives. Clark
and Mulder (2000) argue that factors such as the structure of the housing
market, regional factors, and resources, are closely related to the level of
access to housing, particularly among the young adults. These factors have
been highlighted by Visser, Bolt and Kempen (2013). They confirmed that
housing opportunities which include availability and the affordability are
largely dependent on national housing market policies. In addition, they
also posit that the housing opportunities of households are confined by two
rules. Firstly, it depends on their position on the waiting list. Secondly, they
need to meet the suitability criteria in terms of household size and income.
Li (2014) in a study among Hong Kong post-80s discovers that due
to the high housing prices, majority of them could not afford a home. As
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a result, they agreed that government is responsible for providing more
housing assistance for them to have the housing opportunities and thus
achieve their independent living. Similarly, in developed countries, the
affordability and the desirability of ownership are also influenced by the
availability of social housing (Blanco, Gilbert & Kim, 2016). In Malaysia,
state intervention through housing policy is crucial, particularly when the
private market monopolised the housing development. Hence, housing
policy is developed with the aim to provide adequate housing for all groups
of people. Nevertheless, there is criticism of the state intervention in terms
of housing production, exchange, and consumption that are deficient to
address the housing affordability problems especially among the young
working households (Zyed, 2014). In comparison with the older generations
who easily climbed the housing ladder with the support from government
subsidies, younger generations, on the other hand, received less support
on housing subsidies. Instead, in their pursuit to adequate housing and
independent living, they need to rely on the private market (Ronald &
Elsinga, 2012). The dependency resulted in the delay in their transition to
independent living and distort their general well-being.

METHOD
A preliminary survey was conducted to determine the factors influencing
housing opportunities among young people in Malaysia. The survey
questionnaires were distributed to 30 respondents, based on the inclusion
criteria. The respondents consist of Malaysians, currently employed,
residing in Klang Valley, aged between 20 to 39 years old, either own a
house, renting or living with their parents or relatives and the employees of
either government bodies, private sector or self-employed. It is noted that
this was a preliminary study, therefore employing 30 respondents within
the inclusive criteria corresponds with the recommendation highlighted by
Johanson and Brooks (2010) that a minimum of 30 participants from the
population of interest is reasonable for the preliminary survey.
For data gathering, the study used a structured and supervised selfadministered questionnaire. The instrument consists of seven sections. Part
A gathers the information on the socio-demographic data of the respondents.
Part B captures the information on the respondents’ employment background
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such as their job status. Part C focuses on the information about the
respondents’ financial resources, which include their gross monthly income,
household income, and other assets/wealth that they might have. Also, this
part collects the information on the respondents’ household expenditure and
consumptions. Part D is for the respondents’ current living arrangement
and includes information such as household types, the location of their
contemporary living and period of living, their housing tenure (i.e., whether
they own the house, renting, family residence or other forms of tenure).
Part E gathers information on the challenges faced by the respondents in
their pursuit to adequate housing. Part F collects the respondents’ opinion
on the contributing factors in providing opportunities to adequate housing.
It comprises of four main components consisting of affordability, location,
habitability and structural factors. The researcher also gathered information
on suggestions by the respondents to improve housing situations in Malaysia,
particularly in respond to the needs of young people. Part G collects the
opinions and recommendations regarding the housing situations and housing
policy in Malaysia. Finally, Part H is intended to obtain information of
future planning of young people on housing. As for statistical analysis,
the Pearson’s correlation analysis was used to investigate the association
between housing opportunities among young people with several factors
such as affordability, location, housing knowledge and structural factors.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Data in Table 1 denotes the correlation between the independent and the
dependent variables. Four factors were identified to explain the housing
opportunities among young people from the aspects of affordability, location,
housing knowledge and structural factors. According to the results, there
is a significant positive relationship between affordability and housing
opportunities, at 90 % confidence level, (p < .10). However, the relationship
is reported to be weak (correlation coefficient, r = .310).
Table 1: Summary Results of Pearson’s Correlation
Variable

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(1)

1.000

-

-

-

-

(2)

.096

1.000

-

-

-
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(3)

.344*

.478**

1.000

-

-

(4)

.263

.569**

770**

1.000

-

(5)

.310*

.241

.637**

.622**

1.000

Note: (1) = Affordability; (2) = Location; (3) = Housing Knowledge; (4) =
Structural factors; (5) = Housing Opportunities; *p < .10; **p < .05; n = 30.
Apart from that, housing knowledge and structural factors also
revealed statistically significant positive association, at 90 % confidence
level. (p < .10). There is a strong correlation between housing knowledge
(r = .637), structural factors (r = .622) and housing opportunities. On the
other hand, no significant relationship is found between location and housing
opportunities among young people.
The finding supports the evidence from the previous studies which
claim that factors such as affordability, housing knowledge and structural
factors play prominent roles in determining whether one can have a place
to call their home. A person needs to have a stable income for them to own
a home either through homeownership or renting (Filandri & Bertolini,
2016). Furthermore, there is a need for young people to pay for the housing
deposits or the down-payments. However, this group of individuals often
encountered difficulties in getting access to adequate and affordable house
due to the meagre income, especially for the deposit. This scenario is very
apparent among those who work in the city centre where the standard
of living is high. In fact, renting also require them to have sufficient
income. A study by Roween (2014), investigated the housing affordability
among middle-income earners in the Philippines from the perspectives of
demographic and socio-economic background. The result highlights that
the most important factor that influence housing adequacy and affordability
is their income. Without a stable income, a person’s ability to have a home
is limited either by owning or renting, as these tenures are correlated with
having a sufficient income.
Castro Campos et al., (2016) conducted a study among the young
Chinese in Hong Kong. They discovered that young people encounter
the affordability challenges, mainly due to the high price of housing and
transaction cost such as down payment and other fees. For young people
to earn their rights to housing, having a stable income is necessary as this
marks their capability to enter the housing market. Household income and
individual level of monthly incomes are needed to determine the housing
23

Social and Management Research Journal

affordability among the young generation (Bujang et al., 2015). Furthermore,
in a study done by McKee and Hoolachan (2015) among the younger
generation in Scotland, for an individual to become the homeowner, parental
support, and employment are two crucial determinants of the individual’s
success to homeownership.
As for the location factor, past studies have identified the influence
of the location with the housing opportunities among young people. Tan
(2012) in a study among younger people in greater Kuala Lumpur showed
that when someone owns a home; the location is significantly influenced
by their housing opportunities mainly on homeownership. They prefer
houses that are located near facilities such as retailing outlets, schools,
recreational parks and workplace. Also, there is a need for the government to
provide affordable houses in strategic locations where all the infrastructure,
necessary facilities, and employment opportunities are there. Additionally, it
is important to give them a decent housing to ensure that they are adequately
housed and not end up in improper housing. This has gained attention of
private developers’ where their housing projects nowadays are developed
based on the concept of ‘live, learn, work and play’.
Nevertheless, results claim that location is not a major determinant of
the housing opportunities among young people since there is no significant
association between location and housing opportunities. Thus, for these
people, the location of the house is not their major constraint. Even though
youth nowadays live in the suburbs where access to the workplace is
relatively far, they can still enjoy these housing opportunities due to efficient
public transportation in their neighbourhood. Some of them prefer to carpool
with their friends to their workplace, thus location is not a big issue to
them. The price of houses in their area is more reasonable and satisfactory
as compared to urban areas.
Apart from affordability and location, housing knowledge and
structural factors are two main factors influencing their housing
opportunities. Information related to housing schemes and initiatives must
be made available through government websites. Young people need all
the information on home buying process before they can decide to own or
rent. Information such as availability of houses in each of the states, home
buying process and available housing schemes for lower and middle-income
group must be easily accessed by them. However, knowledge regarding
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the property market differs depending on their social status. The highly
educated people may have more opportunities than those with a relatively
low educational level because those with high educational attainment are
more exposed to information and resources (Visser et al., 2013).
Nonetheless, the current situation shows otherwise. There is a lack of
information concerning housing schemes or programmes available for young
people. Hence, it hinders their housing opportunities as they do not have the
awareness and knowledge on the process of purchasing or renting a house.
Although the government has introduced several schemes and assistance
programme to ease their difficulties, many are still not aware. Concerns
are raised as to what extent the systems are adequate in helping them to
have a place to call home. This corresponds with the study conducted by
Mackie (2016) that highlights the main challenges faced by the government
in ensuring that all young people can live independently and improve the
availability and suitability of housing for them.
On the contrary, in other countries where all information on housing
is made available to the public, information on housing property such as
the availability of affordable houses, the buying process, and information
on financing are less accessible in this country. Thus, knowledge on home
buying, selling and renting should be exposed not only at the early stage of
education but at the tertiary level. It then facilitates them in understanding
the process of owning a home either as homeowners or renters based on
their ability to do so. The guidelines can make the process easy and even
quicker (Saari, 2014).
Even though various initiatives have been taken by the government
to help young people to access adequate and affordable housing, there is
still a significant number of people who are not aware of those schemes. In
other words, some of them do not understand the benefits they can gain from
those schemes. As a result, these people failed to seize the opportunity for
adequate housing, which later affects their social well-being and disrupts
their independent living.
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CONCLUSION
Results from the preliminary survey clearly indicate that aspects such as
affordability, housing knowledge and structural factors play significant
roles in determining housing opportunities among young people in
Malaysia. In their pursuit to adequate shelter, they need to depend on their
economic resources (i.e., income, assets or other financial assistance)
and knowledge about all aspects of housing, especially on home buying
process. Additionally, an inclusive housing policy and suitable housing
schemes offered by the government also plays a dominant role in ensuring
that these people can enjoy their rights to adequate housing, which in turn
indicate their housing opportunities. With regards to this, government
and other relevant bodies should cooperate and take necessary actions in
minimising the issues. Various strategies should be carried out such as
providing transit houses especially for young people who have just joined
the workforce or newly married couples. Information regarding affordable
housing schemes introduced by the government should be made available
to them. Apart from that, websites or any other channels promoting these
initiatives must be readily accessible to young people. Also, other relevant
parties such as financial institutions can loosen requirements for loan
financing, and developers must lessen the eligibility criteria for housing.
In summary, these strategies are expected to provide a more inclusive
framework that can benefit everyone, as well as protect their social welfare.
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