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CHAPTER 1 : INTRODUCTION 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE ORGANIZATION 

• NATIONAL DEFENCE UNIVERSITY OF MALAYSIA (NDUM) 

UPNM was formerly known as Akedemi Tentera Malaysia (ATMA) or the 

Malaysian Armed Forces Academy which was established on June 1, 1995. The 

institution was also branded as the sole organization responsible in upgrading 

the knowledge and academic status of the armed forces by offering bachelor 

degree courses in fields of engineering, sciences and managements while not 

neglecting the basic requirements of military training. 

The bachelor degree courses were accredited and awarded by University 

Teknologi Malaysia in the beginning. Lecturers - some from within the armed 

forces, some hired by the academy and the rest deputised by UTM where all 

were fully committed to changing the face of the Malaysian armed forces. 
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