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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the factors, particularly family factors, which influence reading 
among Form 4 ESL students in SMK Green Road, in Kuching, Sarawak, Malaysia. Most 
ESL teachers face various challenges in teaching reading as many students find it to be 
arduous and tedious; hence contributing to the lack of reading ability, interest and 
practice. Parental socioeconomic statuses (independent variables: occupation, income and 
academic achievement) and home reading environments (dependent variables: reading 
backgrounds and habits; attitude and motivation; exposure and support) were put forward 
as the affecting social factors. To identify these factors, questionnaires were distributed to 
120 respondents. Although not fully generalisable, this study presents some interesting 
and helpful information. The findings revealed that in general, most students were from 
average home reading environments while their parents had low to average 
socioeconomic statuses. Though the students acknowledged the importance of reading in 
their daily lives, their average reading habits, attitude, motivation, exposure and support 
within the home domain had suggested otherwise. They mainly read for instrumental 
purposes while reading for pleasure seemed not to be given priority. On average, the 
correlation results suggested positive relationships between all variables, which were 
parallel to the hypotheses and other researchers’ observations. Nonetheless, parents’ 
occupation had negative significance values. Likewise, the regression data revealed that 
parental incomes were shown to be the strongest predictor towards constructive home 
reading environments, followed by parental academic qualifications. Notably, parental 
occupations also had the lowest ability to provide better home reading environments, 
hence refuting the hypotheses and findings in other studies. These outcomes may occur 
due to the low to average socioeconomic backgrounds of the majority of the students. As 
an implication, it is vital for students to improve their reading perceptions, abilities and 
practices to achieve personal, societal and national progress. On a final note, parents’ 
early and continuous efforts to be involved in their children’s literacy events in an out-of
school context are believed to be more powerful than socioeconomic statuses.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Overview

This chapter refers to the central issues concerning research into the factors which 

influence reading practices, interests and abilities among upper secondary students. It 

begins with the background of the study, the problem statement, the research objectives, 

research questions and research significance. Then, a concise theoretical framework is 

also provided, followed by the definition of terms.

1.1 Background of Study

Reading is supposed to be an enjoyable and rewarding experience. According to Gee 

(1999): “Good readers read as the pull of a book is irresistible”. Yet, many ESL students 

do not in fact choose to read, even though reading is currently recognized as a significant 

source of input for second language acquisition (Dupuy, Tse and Cook, 1996; Kim and 

Krashen, 1997). In addition, people invariably make an assumption that ‘everyone knows 

how to read’. Though the reality illustrates that not everyone reads and those who do are 

the ones who are often not reading as effectively as they could be (Krashen, 2004).

The challenges of reading are indeed apparent in most teaching and learning processes in 

ESL classrooms, in which numerous teachers face a challenging task, requiring students 

to read and encouraging them to have an interest in reading, as well as doing activities in 

relation to reading. Many common complaints are also heard by ESL teachers from 

students when they are required to read. Some of the complaints commonly heard are the 

difficulties of reading and the related reading tasks, the boredom that they felt when 

being asked to read, the tension aroused during reading activities and many others. 

Instead of having fiin while reading, most students find the task to be arduous.
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