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ABSTRACT

Genre-based studies o f academic texts have mainly focused on research articles written 
by native English writers. The objectives o f this study are to examine the rhetorical 
structure o f Malaysian research article introductions and to investigate the ways in 
which the rhetorical structure o f Malaysian research article introductions may differ 
from the internationally published research article introductions. This study explores the 
relation o f texts generic structure and the context. A corpora o f 30 research articles were 
selected. For the purpose of conducting a comparative study, 15 introductions from 
locally published journal ‘The English Teacher’ and 15 from internationally published 
‘ELT’ Journal' were taken. This study developed a framework for the generic structure 
analysis based on Swales CARS and OARO model. It was found that the international 
research articles complied with the CARS model whereas the Malaysian research article 
introductions adhered to the OARO model. It must be mentioned that two o f the 
Malaysian introductions opaquely complied with the CARS model. This may be due to 
the exposure that the authors may have had in writing introductions the conventional 
way. Overall, the findings tend to confirm Swales’s claim that the research in the non­
native speakers’ world tend to be less antagonistic and thus geared more towards 
establishing readership rather than establishing the research. One prominent feature o f 
both ELT related introductions is that they are prone to discussing theories, personal 
experience and personal thoughts. As a result, new terms were proposed, CARDS -  
Create a Research Discussion Space and OARDO -  Open a Research Discussion 
Option. The present study has significant implication for scholars’ writing o f RA 
introductions. Knowledge o f formal genre structure is useful particularly for scholars to 
achieve full control o f their academic writing process. By comparing two different 
corpus, this study managed to sensitize scholars to the rhetorical structure o f RA 
introductions in academic texts within the discipline o f ELT.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction.

Recent globalization has increased the level of competition in research as well as 

research collaborations among researchers from different countries across the globe. 

In most studies, the means in which the new knowledge and findings are 

disseminated is principally English. Academically, English has increasingly become 

an international language of communication in almost all genres. In other words, 

English has become the academic lingua franca (Swales, 1990; Paltridge, 1993; 

Seidlhofer, 2005). In general, there have been a lot of proposals for studying English 

as a lingua franca and its implications for the teaching and learning of the language 

(Seidlhofer, 2005). Specifically, an understanding of how this language works in 

specific genre is of utmost importance for all scholars particularly the non-native 

speakers (NNS) whose schema in writing for example may be different from the 

natives (Singhal cited in Sadeghi, 2007). Generally, there is a need to master specific 

genre to help scholars become active members of their discourse community at an 

international level (Swales, 1990). Berkenkotter and Huckin (1993) support this idea 

by stating that ‘understanding the genres of written communication in one’s field is 

essential to professional success’ (p.476). As a result, many studies of genre 

analysis have been carried out, mostly with the primary aim of understanding the 

specific ‘genres of written communication’ in specific discourse community (Swales, 

1981, 1990; Crookes, 1986; Ahmad, 1997; Posteguillo, 1999; Mirahayuni, 2002; 

Eunsook, 2005; An Cheng, 2006; Samraj, 2005; Ozturk, 2007).
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