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ABSTRACT

This study attempts to identify whether the ETeMS modules provide 

sufficient input for the Maths and Science teachers. Further it seeks to 

establish whether the teachers’ competency in both the subject matter and 

the new medium of instruction affect the teaching and learning process in the 

classroom and if the resources and materials provided by the government 

are adequate and suit the students’ level and ability in terms of the suitability 

of contents and language.The study was conducted on a group of 60 

Mathemathics and Science teachers from the Primary and the Secondary 

schools in the District of Setiu, Terengganu.The method used in the paper 

was a survey using a set of questionnaires which comprised of four sections. 

The results show that the teachers whose their educational background is 

limited to SPM or Diploma level would find that the ETeMS course or module 

is very useful, But for those who had obtained a higher level of qualification 

would find that the ETeMS course is rather a waste of time. It was found that 

teachers’ competency in both the subject matter and English affected the 

teaching and learning process in the classroom and the resources and 

materials provided by the government are only found to be moderately 

adequate for classroom use. This paper hopes that the findings would 

provide fresh insight into the adequacy of the ETeMS module to enable 

educational planners to come up with an improved module
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

The teaching of English as second language has turned to be a 

necessity in the education system in almost all the countries all over the 

world including Malaysia. Looking back at the history, after independence till 

1970, public education in Malaysia had been using English as the medium of 

instruction. The impact of the education policy used during this period has 

resulted to the ability in producing students who are competent enough in 

their spoken and written language.

Since 1970 a new education policy have been implemented where the 

medium of instructions in all levels of education from primary to tertiary level 

in Malaysia have been using the national language as the medium of 

instruction. Unfortunately the impact of the new policy has indirectly shown a 

negative effect towards the students’ competency in their spoken and their 

written language. Since then, the numbers of students who are able to use 

English competently and confidently are deteriorating.

Realising that the condition was becoming more and more critical from 

day to day, a new education policy was implemented in 2002. As a result, 

again English has been reintroduced as the medium of instruction, but the
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