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Foreword

It gives me great pleasure to present Voice of the Soul Volume VI: Down the Memory
Lane — My Ramadhan and Syawal Stories, a poetry anthology that beautifully captures
the spiritual, emotional, and cultural significance of Ramadhan and Syawal. This publica-
tion is more than a collection of poems. It is a meaningful platform for writers to express
their reflections, memories, and personal journeys through the art of poetry. The themes
explored in this volume highlights spirituality, family, tradition, gratitude, forgiveness, and
personal growth which are values that continue to shape individuals and strengthen com-
munities.

Ramadhan teaches us patience, sincerity, compassion, and self-discipline, while Syawal
reminds us of forgiveness, reunion, gratitude, and joy. Through the poems in this antholo-
gy, readers are invited to revisit these meaningful experiences and appreciate the
moments that connect us to our faith, families, and cultural heritage.

| would like to congratulate the organizing committee, editorial team, contributors, and
everyone involved in making this publication a reality. Your dedication to nurturing creativ-
ity and preserving meaningful narratives is highly commendable.

May Voice of the Soul Volume VI inspire readers to value their memories, reflect on their
spiritual journeys, and continue expressing themselves through the beauty of language
and literature.

ASSOC PROF DR MAHAZIR ISMAIL
Rector
Universiti Teknologi MARA Cawangan Kedah
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Foreword

It is with great pride and appreciation that | welcome the publication of Voice of the Soul
Volume VI: Down the Memory Lane — My Ramadhan and Syawal Stories. This anthology
reflects the creativity, sincerity, and thoughtful expression of writers who have trans-
formed their personal experiences into poetry.

Poetry has a unique ability to preserve feelings and memories in ways that ordinary words
sometimes cannot. In this collection, the experiences of Ramadhan and Syawal are
expressed through heartfelt lines that speak of faith, family, traditions, sacrifice, hope, and
renewal. These poems remind us that every memory carries a lesson, and every story has
the power to connect people across backgrounds and generations.

This volume also represents our continued effort to encourage creative writing, literary
appreciation, and meaningful self-expression. It provides contributors with a valuable
opportunity to share their voices while also contributing to a publication that celebrates
culture, spirituality, and human connection.

I would like to extend my sincere congratulations to the editorial team, organizing commit-
tee, and all contributors for their commitment and hard work. Your efforts have resulted in
a publication that is not only creative and reflective, but also meaningful and inspiring.
May this anthology continue to encourage more writers to express their thoughts,
preserve their memories, and share their stories with the world.

ROBEKHAH HARUN

Head of Department

Academy of Language Studies
Universiti Teknologi MARA
Cawangan Kedah




Preface

Voice of the Soul Volume VI: Down the Memory Lane — My Ramadhan and Syawal
Stories is a heartfelt collection of poetic reflections that celebrates the beauty, meaning,
and memories surrounding two deeply significant occasions: Ramadhan and Syawal.
This anthology brings together voices that speak of devotion, gratitude, family, culture,
forgiveness, renewal, and personal growth. Through poetry, the contributors revisit
moments of quiet reflection, spiritual awakening, cherished traditions, and joyful together-
ness. Each poem serves as a window into lived experiences, reminding us that Ramad-
han and Syawal are not merely seasons in the calendar, but meaningful journeys of the
heart and soul.

The title Down the Memory Lane reflects the intention of this volume: to preserve memo-
ries that are personal yet universal. The poems in this collection capture stories that many
readers may recognize in their own lives such as the warmth of family gatherings, the
serer]gity of prayers, the lessons of patience, the spirit of giving, and the joy of reunion after
sacrifice.

As Volume VI of Voice of the Soul, this publication continues the tradition of encouraging
creative expression and nurturing literary appreciation among writers. It is our hope that
this anthology will inspire readers to reflect on their own experiences, appreciate the
richness of cultural and spiritual traditions, and recognize poetry as a meaningful medium
for preserving stories across generations.

May this collection touch hearts, awaken memories, and give voice to the many emotions
that make Ramadhan and Syawal truly special.

DR HAJAH SHARINA SAAD
Chief Editor
Voice of The Soul.
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Farah Zahidah Mohd Noor

23 years have passed us by

| still remember your joy

You were thrilled to reach Aidilfitri that year
A little bit overjoyed that you used to

Plans and preparation were made

But it remains unrealised

My heart aches just thinking about it

23 years have passed us by
Ramadan comes

Yet only your memory remains
The sound of you preparing sahur
Gently waking us up for sahur

It will never happen again

Those days are long gone

23 years have passed us by

You applied for a long leave that Ramadan
How wonderful it was

The thought of breaking fast in Kelantan

We were supposed to go

Unusual as you were always busy with work
Funny how things turned out

That long leave is now an eternity

23 years have passed us by

| remember mom screamed when it happened
You, gasping for your last breath

As the Angel of Death came

It was a regular Sunday, 14th Ramadan

That haunts me forever

Sitting next to your cold body

Lifeless

My heart was torn apart

Knowing this is the last time | will ever see you

23 years have passed us by

Not a single Ramadan | miss you not

How are you in the Hereafter?

| hope you are at peace there

Separated by time and space

Perhaps one day, we shall be reunited again

To my father; Mohd Noor bin Ibrahim. | love you everyday, Ayah.

Farah Zahidah Mohd Noor is a lecturer in Academy of Language Studies at Universiti
Teknologi MARA Cawangan Melaka. She has 14 years of experience in teaching English
language courses. She received a master’s degree in TESL and a bachelor’s degree in
TESL (minor in Counseling) from Universiti Teknologi MARA. Her research interests are

blended learning in ESL and digital literacy.
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