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ABSTRACT

Many Malaysian students are not aware of their English language learning style preferences. In
the past few decades, many psychologists and educators have argued that people learn in different
styles and they have identified these learning styles. Different students prefer different learning
styles. Some learn best through seeing; there are those who learn best through listening and
hearing; and those who learn best through moving, doing or touching. In this study, the researcher
focused on Malay students from Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Munshi Abdullah, Batu
Berendam, Melaka. Forty Form 2 Malay students were selected to take part in completing the
perceptual learning style preference questionnaire adapted from Reid (1987). There were 20 male
students and 20 female students participated in the survey. The study solely focuses on
understanding gender differences in language learning styles among Malay students and any
English as a second language learners in general. The aim of this study is to establish different
learning styles of students and suggest the pedagogical impacts they have in improving delivery
of English lessons, especially in the Malaysian context. The descriptive statistics, including the
correlation analysis, were used to describe and summarize the data in this study. The findings

suggested that a student’s gender does not play a part in his or her learning style preferences.
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