
















effect on the infant. If the parents take cares a lot of these, the growth of the 

infant must well go. 

JOHN DEWEY 

John Dewey was born October 20, 1859, in Burlington, Vermont. In year 1884 to 

i93oe, he taught at universities around America. He is academic philosopher and 

supporter of educational reform, back in 1894 Dewey started an experimental 

elementary school to do contribute work in knowledge. In 1919 he established The 

New School for Social Research. Dewey published more than thousand pieces of 

writings work during his lifetime. He died June 1, 1952, in New York, America. John 

Dewey was a son to Archibald Dewey and Lucina Artemisia Rich whom the married 

couple in Burlington, Vermont. He was the third from four sons, one of whom died 

as an infant because of health problem. Dewey's mother was the daughter of a 

wealthy farmer, was Calvinist at Dewey's hometown. His father, a businessman, left 

his grocery business to become a Union Army soldier in the Civil War. John Dewey's 

father was known to share his passion for British literature, and it might be the 

reason why the passion of literature stuck in his son, which is John Dewey. 

EDUCATION BACKGROUND 

Dewey was an ordinary student in primary and secondary school. Even his father 

hopes he will become a mechanic. But not after long time his last day of school, his 

father decided to send him to the University of Vermont just down the street from 

their home. University life was so tough but he did it with class of 18 in 1879 which 

took him 2 years to graduate. Not much to say about his education, but after 3 

months process of seeking a job, finally someone knocks his door. His cousin, was 

principal of high school in Pennsylvania, offered him a job as a teacher with salary of 

$40 a month. It took 2 years and half for Dewey to teach in the high school and he 

decided to work at rural school which is closer to his home. 
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William Torrey who is the first person encouraged him to write. Torrey was 

a philosophy professor of the University of Vermont asked him to write 4 essays in 

'Journal of Speculative Philosophy'. With his first-time writing, he quit from 

teaching. Then he decided to do graduate work at Johns Hopkins University by 

loaning his aunt $500 which leads him to start studying in philosophy. In this study, 

he exposes himself in Hegelian philosophy and German idealism, doctorate 

achievement unlocked. 

In 1884, Dewey then moves his things to University Michigan to do 

Phycology and Philosophy as an instructor. Here come the next 3 year, his first 

major book which titled 'Psychology' in 1887. The book of his, made a lot of money, 

then he met his wife, Alice Chipman. 10 years of experiences in teaching, built his 

family and have children, encourages him to work hard and growing interest in 

education. In 1894, he got offered by University of Chicago to work with the 

department of philosophy, psychology and pedagogy. From there, he made a lot of 

numerous writing works until he successfully established one laboratory school 

known as Dewey School was where he tested, modified and developed his idea in 

educational and psychological. 

FOUNDATION 

^ ^ 

In his books, many findings have been written to show that this man's studies useful 

for future reference. From his writing also, he can generate money to support his 

laboratory school in way to make it progress. In his book titled 'The Child and the 

Curriculum' basically covered all his findings of learning system and it has a clear 

understanding about his educational philosophy and psychology learning. The 

words are direct and brief, ease for readers to interpret what he is trying to deliver. 

His findings in this book are very helpful to be referred in classroom learning 

activities and real life experiences. 
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Dewey also has other writing works that relate to social nature which are 

'How We Think' and 'Democracy and Education' both been published in the year 

1910 and 1916. He carefully made clear what kinds of experiences are most valuable 

and useful to be related to daily life learning. Other findings are: 

• He has other words to replace 'epistemology' which are 'theory of inquiry' or 

'experimental logic'. He stretches that much knowledge that appeared 

around people is not in fact based. So put the word experimental logic to 

describe what has faced by someone that would call it experience, which can 

lead to better understanding. 

• He found the function of knowledge toward someone's life which it made 

freely another one experience. The word 'freely' means the difference 

between the knowledge and the habit. The habit will then affect by 

experiences one has been faced, and can make an easier action in the future. 

• In subject metaphysics, this man also has argued about what William Jame's 

(Metaphysical subject expert) assessment that he stated the pragmatic 

principle are metaphysically neutral by itself. He counters the statement by 

stating that metaphysic theories are meant to be in real life experience. 

CONCLUSION 

To be concluded, knowledge and people are two things that cannot be separated in 

educational or even life experience environment. People get knowledge, and people 

also make the life circle of knowledge keep running. In this case of these 4 persons, 

whom we call 'VIPs' in knowledge are the persons that make it happen, the life 

circle of knowledge, in the rough eye of the world. In fact, we, ourselves also the 

'VIPs' of knowledge because every day we faced the life experiences, we read books 

and share the story to people, we saw the road signboards, we saw a car accident on 

the road and we distribute the news. This process of getting to know knowledge will 
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then continue until the end of the world, even in computer-based interface, paper-

based and anything to be shared, it's still considered. 
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