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INTRODUCTION

The very first Virtual Symposium on Teaching and Learning 2020 has been organised by the
Academy of Language Studies, UiTM Cawangan Johor Kampus Pasir Gudang in collaboration
with Unit Penulisan dan Penerbitan, BPJIA UiTM Cawangan Johor Kampus Pasir Gudang.

This symposium has provided an opportunity for researchers and educators to share their
ideas and insights in the name of education. This symposium has also provided a platform for
the exchange of knowledge and expertise in relevant fields and promoted exploration of
potential collaboration for future research.

This event has the goal to bring academicians and researchers in education together from
across the globe.

Researchers and authors have been invited to submit original high-quality extended abstracts.
Papers are solicited on, but not limited to:

a. E-Learning

b. Innovation and Creativity in Teaching and Learning

c. Assessment and Evaluation in Teaching and Learning
d. Best Practices in Teaching and Learning

e. Others (related to Teaching and Learning)

All accepted extended abstracts have been presented by participants on the symposium day
via Google Meet.

All accepted, registered and presented extended abstracts have been published in this e-
proceeding with e-ISBN. Authors of selected extended abstracts will be invited after the
symposium to submit a full paper for Scopus-indexed Journals/ a special issue in the Insight
Journal UiTM Cawangan Johor. Best Papers and Best Presentations have also been awarded
in this event.



FOREWORD BY ASSISTANT RECTOR

Dr. Haryana binti Mohd Hairi
Assistant Rector, UiTM Pasir Gudang
Assalamualaikum wbt and good day everyone.

| am pleased to welcome all of you to the Virtual Symposium on Teaching and Learning, VSTL,
2020. Congratulations for your participation, fruitful sharing session and discussion for the
symposium.

Today, we have witnessed educators across institutions, disciplines and expertise, coming
together to share the insights, experience, and practices in teaching and learning. | bet that
everyone has had your fair share of not only getting inputs and ideas from others, but also
share your own perspectives in the field of teaching and learning.

Ladies and gentlemen,

VSTL 2020 is one of the many virtual academic get-togethers, which could have been
organized in the conventional way, with face-to-face meetings and sessions. However,
considering the many aspects in our current situation, with the seemingly unending COVID-
19 fiasco, this symposium is successfully done on a virtual platform today without neglecting
the ultimate purpose of such programs. | believe that all of us today have gained so many
positive inputs for various aspects in teaching and learning even without physically meeting
each other, which is no less than if the program is done conventionally.

It is high time that such an event took place to highlight the remarkable contribution, in which
“the new norm” of teaching and learning took place in our current education situation. | am
proud to know that, through a glance at the list of presentations planned for today, reveals the
amazing diversity of these areas. Congratulations to all of you.

COVID-19 pandemic has not only changed our way of teaching and learning, but also forced
us to become more creative and innovative. In some cases, we could not meet our students
face to face, and had to use virtual methods, as how we met today to carry out our duty as
teachers and educators. This can be easy for some of us, but a mounting task for others.
However, the responsibility of educating our learners still needs to be carried out, in one way
or the other, no matter how challenging it is. Thus, the purpose of this symposium is for us to
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Abstract
Learning Chinese characters is essential in learning Chinese language, especially in learning Chinese as a foreign
language or the third language. However, it is often observed that Chinese characters learning is deemed to be
the weakness for non-native Chinese learners. Six Methods of forming Chinese characters (7<) is the most basic
and unsophisticated method to study Chinese characters since ancient times. After analyzing the structures of
Chinese characters and explaining the rationales of the structures of these Chinese characters, these non-native
students were able to learn the Chinese culture which were carried in these Chinese characters. It will certainly
enhance the joy of learning in the learning process. By applying the Six Methods of forming Chinese characters (
75$) in interpreting and elaborating the explanation on these Chinese characters, the non-native students can

have a better and deeper understanding of Chinese cultures. These non-Chinese students who were from different
nationalities and races can apprehend and appreciate Chinese culture more. This also can contribute to the building
of national unity in Malaysia.

Keywords : Six Methods of forming Chinese characters (7<), teaching Chinese as a foreign language or third

language (XJ9h;Xi&), Chinese characters instruction

Introduction

There were many benefits and applications on the use of the knowledge of the study of characters
or philology language instruction for the teaching of Chinese as a foreign language (Zhang, 2013,
pp.316). The issue is on how to heighten the knowledge and understanding of these knowledges in
philology.

THE USEFULNESS OF S1X METHODS OF FORMING CHINESE CHARACTERS (7~$3)

The Six Methods of forming Chinese characters (757) is the most basic and unsophisticated method
to study Chinese characters since ancient times. The names of Six Methods of forming Chinese
characters (7~-f5) adhered to Shuowen Jiezi ( (Ui Cf#7) ), the dictionary during East Han dynasty
(202 BC—9 AD) (Xu, 1978, pp.314b).

After analyzing the structures of Chinese characters and explaining the rationales of the structures
of these Chinese characters, non-native students were able to learn the Chinese culture which were
carried in these Chinese characters. Hence, the practicality and the usefulness of using knowledge of
Chinese etymology is unquestionable and undoubtedly suitable (Wei, 2018, pp.169).
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APPLYING THE SIX METHODS OF FORMING CHINESE CHARACTERS (75 F5): USING THE EXAMPLE
ofF UITM

The Six Methods of forming Chinese characters (7513) were commonly defined by the current
scholars and researchers as pictogram (%/£), ideogram (153 ), combined ideogram (£, ideogram
plus phonetic (J& ), transfer character (¥%7%) and loan character (fif&) . Learning Chinese characters

with animated etymology is hence beneficial to these non-native learners of Chinese (Huang, 2014,
pp.65).

A. Pictogram (%7%)
Pictogram are the Chinese character derived from a picture. It is sometimes called hieroglyph.

Table 1: Pictogram in textbooks of UiTM

Mandarin Chinese Pinyin Transcripts Transcripts Lesser seal Representing
level characters and on the on the character (/ME),
meaning bones bronze adopted c. 213 BC
(RRX) (&X) during the Qin
Dynasty for the
purpose of
standardizing the
script
Level “N” rén, 72, R, e I Representing
1 huma = the side view
n of human
being.

B. Ideogram (75%)

The ideogram is one of the Six Methods of forming Chinese characters (7513). These Chinese
characters indicate idea by putting symbols.

Table 2: Ideogram in textbooks of UiTM

Mandarin Chinese Pinyin Transcripts Transcripts Lesser seal Representing
level characters and on the on the character (M),
meaning bones bronze adopted c. 213 BC
(FEX) (#X) during the Qin
Dynasty for the
purpose of
standardizing the
script
Level “k” shang | = ] = The  symbol
Ce—y — Rt At
1 , up B above
- - horizontal line
representing
up.

C. Combined ideogram (£ /&)

These combined ideograms are associative compounds.

Table 3: Combined ideogram in textbooks of UiTM

Mandarin Chinese Pinyin Transcripts Transcripts Lesser seal Representing
level characters and on the on the character (/ME),
meaning bones bronze adopted c. 213 BC
(F#X) (&) during the Qin
Dynasty for the
purpose of
standardizing the
script
Level “47” hao, i & [ i The
1 good = = combination of
— T the elements
of “Z”(nl,
female )¥Fand
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“F’(zi, male)
representing

the meaning of
good (#F, hao).

D. Ideogram plus phonetic (/£ /%)

These ideogram plus phonetic characters are also called picto-phonetic characters, with one
element indicating meaning and the other indicating sound.

Table 4: Ideogram plus phonetic characters in the textbooks of UiTM

Mandarin | Chinese Pinyin Representing
level characters and
meaning
Level 1 “88” ba, father | The sound part is “B” (ba) and the
meaning part is father (&, fu).

E. transfer character (¥57%)
The transfer characters are mutually explanatory or synonymous characters.

Table 5: Transfer characters in the textbooks of UiTM

Mandarin | Chinese Pinyin Representing
level characters and
meaning
Level 1 “Z” and “ 3o and | Both the shapes of the characters, the
= kao, old | semantics of the characters and the
sound of the characters are similar and
transferable, which representing the
meaning of old age.

F. Loan character (11%)
The loan characters are phonetic loan characters; characters adopted to represent homophones.

Table 6: Loan characters in the textbooks of UiTM

Mandarin Chinese Pinyin Transcripts Transcripts Lesser seal Representing
level characters and on the on the character (/V¥),
meaning bones bronze (&3 adopted c. 213 BC
(FREX) ) during the Qin

Dynasty for the
purpose of
standardizing the
script

Level “F” wo, | = : : ‘u_,.;_ “F®” was a
1 = , kind of
weapon which
was loaned to
represent the
meaning of I.

THE TEACHING METHODS OF SIX METHODS IN FORMING CHINESE CHARACTERS (75 ¥3)

When teaching pictogram (% #) characters, ideogram ($§2&) characters and combined ideogram (
£ &) characters, instructors can use pictures or animations to explain the meaning of the words,
because these words are closely related to pictures. During teaching ideogram plus phonetic (&
characters, instructors can divide this kind of characters into ideogram part (& #F) and phonetic part (
F #F). Majority of ideogram parts (E#F) are section headers, while the phonetic part (B #F) are mostly

19



Virtual Symposium on Teaching and Learning 2020

character component(f®=5). The instructors can use the term of synonyms to explain the meaning of

transfer characters (¥¢F). When teaching loan characters ({&1&), instructors can explain the original
meaning first and then elaborate the extended meaning of the characters.

THE EFFECTIVENESS APPLYING THE SIX METHODS IN FORMING CHINESE CHARACTERS (75 3)
FOR THE TEACHING OF CHINESE AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE

It is practical and pragmatic to apply the theory of Six Methods in forming Chinese characters (751
) for the teaching of Chinese as a foreign language, as it eases non-native students to learn and absorb
Chinese characters. First, the interpretation of the rationale of Chinese characters had been developed
and matured in the pre-Qin period. In the theory of Six Methods in forming Chinese characters (7513),
there has been a profound understanding of the structure of Chinese characters, and a rich and
accurate analysis for the formation of Chinese characters in Shuowen Jiezi ( {ii3Cf#EF) .The theory
of Six Methods in forming Chinese characters (7513) is scientific and systematic, Xu Shen put forward
the theory of the Six Methods in forming Chinese characters (75+) in Shuowen Jiezi ( { ¥ 0T )
and gave a comprehensive and authoritative explanation of the theory. The structure of Chinese
characters has formed a complete scientific system since Lesser seal character (/%) developed
(Zhang, 2013, pp.317).

Besides, the interpretation of Chinese characters by the theory of Six Methods in forming Chinese
characters (7543) is not only funny and interesting, but also easy to understand and remember. Lastly,
the theory of Six Methods in forming Chinese characters (7543) teaching method is very interesting for
students.

Conclusion

The objective and purpose of this study is to discuss and explore a better learning method for non-
native learners or students to learn and understand the structure of Chinese characters and to
memorize Chinese characters easier. The Six Methods in forming Chinese characters (7515)'s theory
is to divide Chinese characters into six categories, so that learners or students can learn the Chinese
characters according to different types of characters, so that they can learn Chinese characters easier
and understand the structure of Chinese characters better and deeper.
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