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fREFACE 

The p r i n c i p l e aim of t h i s t h e s i s i s t o ' 

Se t b e f o r e t h e r e a d e r t h e h i s t o r i c a l background and 

d e s c r i p t i o n s of an o ld Hindu temple in Kuala Lumpur. 

T have chosen t h e t e m p l e a s my s u b j e c t of s t u d y because 

I f e e l i t s e x h i b i t s many i n t e r e s t i n g a r c h i t e c t u r a l 

f e a t u r e s . Thetemple i s in i t s t h i r d s t a g e vh i ch i s 

a modem c o n c r e t e s t r u c t u r e » y e t i t r e f l e c t s many 

h i s t o r i c a l v a l u e s and shows g r e a t t e c h n i c a l and a r 

c h i t e c t u r a l ach ievement . The templeof S r i Kahamariamman 

ir, t h e ^ o l d e s t h indu t emp le , most p a r t s of i t s g r e a t 

h e i g h t a r e s e v e r e l y expressed and d e c o r a t e d . 

When I commencethis t h e s i s , I expec ted 

t h e ; t r a d i t i o n a l l i t e r a t u r e in S a n s k r i t t o f u r n i s h 

t h e terms f o r d e s i g n a t i n g v a r i o u s p a r t s of ;JFhe t e m p l e . 

I cons^ 'nuent ly aqua ih t ed myself ^ i t h t h e s e c t i o n 

devoted t o t emples i n few p u b l i s h e d I n d i a n s a s t r a s . ' 

'liie a r c h i t e c t u r a l terms tfhich I have chosen fvre 

i tx rge ly based on t h e s e . They a r e ve ry s i i ^ H a r to 

tbone used in t h i s t e m p l e . 

I must a p o l o g i s e t h a t drawn e l e v a t i o n s 

mfe h o t proviried heffe* irietĕ&d i have tnken a l o t s 

df | )ho tOgra th i U ffeitlaisd t he se* P l a n s a<p f U f f i c u l t 

t o o b t a i n eo the i l t e m f t t i t f e H t o measure t h e t e m p l e . 
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(The- nature of the plan presented in th i s thesis may 
ftot tuin out in e act form dUe to errors trhich arose 
while measuring* Af:ain I apologise for non-professional 
towards this l i n e . ' 

Host of the thesis are being the descrip

tion of the huilding denipn. I have also inserted 

services and structural analysis in different par*s 

of the building which I have dencril'ed seperately. 

Certain areas am. dif r icul t to gain access. Thus 

the structural analysis on these parts are based 

to the logical explanations of the .trusted' pepsori 

who hns been familiar with the construction, r.esides 

i also included short description of the previous 

temple buil'^'ings &ĕ well as brief accounts on the 

cultural and relifeous aspects wh'ch seem to be 

important. 
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INTROT)U":TIOIJ 

Visiting thetemple I was struck ty its 

massiveness of proportion and excellent of craft-

manship found in its sculptures, ceilings, pillars, 

towers and frieve laden walls. I stood amaze at its 

magnificent construction which is ouite modem and 

possible. The glowing colours of the walls turn the 

building into a handsome textural sculpture over

powers the other buildings in the area. The statues 

of the deities are in tremendous shape», very finely 

carved, painted and beautifully decorated. So m 

began with my research on this building. The .Sri 

I'iahamariamman Temple of Kual6 Liimpur. 

Beneath the architectural achievements 

founf' here lay the urre of Hindu mind to surbodinate 

life to religion and seek it in the motive £ind ideal 

of all human endeavour, The temple became an aesthetic 

formulation of an esoe-tially theistic religion. The 

building in a focal point of its worshippers involve 

in economics, socials and academic leorninfr. 

Those magnificrnt sculptured walls are 

religoua and symbolic. Religous was in fnct a syno-

riymn of civilieied esistence» Th'̂  arrhitectural of 

the temple Ohlj^ eonvdjred in epatial term the inten

sity of theii* longing fof̂ gi 'life of release'. The 
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(Jeity to whom the structure was dedicated symholised 

the supreme principle vhich controlled the affairs 

of the world and gave direction to spiritual urge. 

The temple is a place of worship where 

through it man sought to make accessible to sense 

perception all that belief symbolised. These beliefs 

indeed influenced and commanded individuals in the 

privacy of their conscisBce. But as a visual emblem 

of the religion, philosophy and moral principles. 

The temple played a role far more vital than any 

other institution. 

The architectural of the temple is the 

reverse of that of the Muslim mosque or the Western 

cathedral in which everythinr was arranged to form 

a large interior space soaring upward to heaven. In 

Hindu temple the part that soars is the entrance 

gateways or the the gopuram, while the interior is 

• the pattern of straight passages. Perhaps the dif

ference in architecture reflects the difference in 

attitude toward worship between Muslim or Chris

tianity and Hinduism. Hindus worship more or less 

individually, seldom in masses? whereas in the txo 

foi'mor religions the 1)eart of the natter in the 

Gommimal service reiuiring largr spaces in which 

hundreds of worshippers can see the oi'ficating priest. 

Since the religous aspect of Hinduism 

in some extend govfel-ned the forms and archxi^o tural 

shape of the temjplĕ ii ik thus imp or ton': to precisely 
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describe this religion. The divinity or deity con

trol tp the Hindu religion is the spiritual concept 

whose many aspects and attributes are expressed of 

personified in the personalities of the indivioual 

members of the Godhead. These attributes and per

sonalities are illustrated in the allegoral histories 

of the Gods. JTindu religion is described as theistic 

or monotheistic. The relationship between the members 

of the Godheads are Brahmai Vishnu and siva, all 

three maintain eter; al cycle. Each sliare a special 

attribute vith his consort, Sarasvati, Laksmi and 

Parvati respectively. The two son of.Siva and Par-

vati are Ganesa the wise and Murugan the warlike. 

In every Hindu temples such special 

naTies as above can always be found. Host of the 

Indians in I'alaya were, then as now» Tsimils and 

others are of Dravidian stock from South India. 

Host were and are not only Hindu but particularly 
J 

devoted to Siva and Hurugan. Another t r a d i t i o n 

brought fron gouth India was the dedicat ion of 

shr ines to f ' e i t ies considered to be the spec ia l 

protectoB of the p a r t i c u l a r v i l l a g e or community. 

One of these , I'ariamman, was adopted by the tamil 

community in ea r ly Kuala Lumpur. I t i s be l i e f t ha t 

the name,of ' the Sr i Mahamariamman Temple was taken 

froiii t h i s . In the temple i t s e l f Hariamman or the 

mother i e seated on throne in the middle between 

HUrug&n arid Ganeaft. 
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KISTOEIOAL EACICĈ ÔTrfJD 

I t i s v e r y impor t an t t o know bow t h e 

Hindu r e l i g i o n had caine to Walaya be fo re f u r t h e r 

de r . c r ib ing the h i s t o r i c a l backcroiing of the S r i 

Ilahamariaminan Temple, t he f i r s t Uindu temple in 

ICuala Lumpur. From t h e a r c h e Q l o g i c a l e v i d e n t s found 

in the caves a t Batu P a h a t , Kedah, show t h a t Pindu 

r e l i g i o n had came h e r e 1200 y e a r s a g o . The ^ r e a t 

Hindu kingdom of S r i v i j a y a h e l d sway i n Halaya f o r 

more than 500years u n t i l i t s d e c l i n e d in the l a t e 

13tJi c e n t u r y . But i n t h e 15th c e n t u r y d u r i n g t h e 

Muslim expans ion through t h e r e g i o n most of t h e 

Hlridu p r i n c e s were d i s p l a c e d o r c o n v e r t e d to I s l a m . 

However, i t was n o t u n t i l l a t e 19th c e n t u r y t h a t 

t h e Hindu r e l i g i o n was aga in p r a c t i s e d by the s u b -

fitant:ial m i n o r i t y in Malaya» 

Fua la Lumpur was a t h i c k j u n g l e when i t 

i i u n d e d by a ch ineoe c a p t a i n , Yap Alt Toy- Few y e a r s 

a ' ! .o r t h e t many peop l e dwel led t h e tomi one' h e l p e d 

i t s expans ion . The main r ea son f o r t h i s expans ion 

was t i n ^ peop l e from a l l over the c o u n t r y liad came 

h e r e i n s ea rched of t i n » Wooden houses and h u t s 

dominated t h e a r e a and the two r i v e r s , Sungai Klang 

hMl Suiigni nomliaJs: became t h e nieans of:. comminica t ions 

fhese a r e a where t h e ^tJd r i v e r s meet was then d e v e 

loped i n t o a cOiiiinerciftl ctenire where t r a d e had been 
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. Onrried out for many y e a r s . Palms stnO 'baiiiboos were 

> i'...̂ . chief bui ld ing m a t e r i a l s . Those tfho dwelled 

here were from raany r a c e s . Host of the Malays were 

from Klang, the c a p i t a l for the s t a t e of Selangor. 

I THip. ehinene and Indians were t r a d e r s . As they ar r ived 

they brought with them t h e i r r e l igous and c u l t u r e s . 

They very soon se t about e jec t ing p laces of worship 

accorrling to t i ie i r b e l i e f s . The Hindus b u i l t t h e i r 

p laces of worship out of a t t a p s and bamboos which 

e a s i l y ava i l ab le a t t ha t pe r iod . Those p laces where 

they put t h e i r d e i t i e s were small in s ize found in 

> shed and under big t r e e s . 

The set t lement vas l i t t l e or more than 

a co l l ec t ion of a t t ap huts when the people of Kuala 

,̂  Lumpur got t h e i r s f i r s t mosnue, f i r s t Chinese temple 

,5. Vfirst Chr is t ian church, f i r s t Indian temple. The 

;̂ i::i ' f i r s t Hindu temple i s the Sr i Hahamariaiaman Temple 

•\ b u i l t in 1873 by Fayoroganam P i l l a i . I t was a very 

I I small bui lding near the present Central.Bank in 

/Vic to ry Avenue. The s i t e which opposite the present 

A-: . Central Harl:et i s now occupied by the nor th goods 

yard of the Rjiilw-^y Authori ty . 

The temple was described to have an 

a t t ap roof anfl timber walls* I t has a simple snuare 

plan with smftll gatewiays. The ifiain temple bui ld ing 

had a ra ised fldof of ft rough cement screed while t' 

the surrounding afea had a cdrapacted s o i l f i n i s h . 

Besides •the "temple propet tw6 pav i l ions were a l so 

••^•:!ii 

$ 
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"built for deities. They were in the form of shed. 

'"•"oe temple v;as opened on three ^ides ejrcept for 

the wall opposite to the main entrance. It was fully 

decorated with leaveA, At this end there were threo 

rair,G(̂  platforms ahout 3ft high at a distance of 

4ft apart from each other where gods and dnxties 

were seated. The columns were made of timber. Some 

of them were carved while others had deities fixed 

to them. The gateways was not fully exprocsod and 

it was in the form of hut 3ft by 5ft in dimension 

with thatched roof and hamboon columns. Most of the 

construction were temparory because there were lots 

of renovations as years passed by. The outer wall i. 

which was once nippah leave vras replaced by timber 

planks while some parts of the roof had new tiles. 

In 1884 an ordinance was passed by the 

Legislature of the then Federated Ealay States 

which resulted in an influx: of Indian workers, al

most all of Tamil race and Hindu religion. Most were 

employed in plantations although a few engaged to 

rim the new railway from Klang to Kuala Lumpur. 

They soon outnumi erod the traders, troops and police 

of varioUfi ethnics origins, linguistic group and 

religions, who had hitherto represonted the Indian 

sub-*continent in the Malay peninsula. Because the 

number.of Sindu worshippers had grown, the need of 

a Tiew temple vrtta hecessary* 
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In 1885 the site Was tâ ren over for the 

Kuala Lumpur terminus railway line and the temple 

was moved to its present site in Bi^h Street, now 

known as Jalan Bandar. The temple was constructed 

in the same year. At the beginning the Hindus used 

aa a placed of worship. Other activities and functions 

includ-ing socials, cultural and education were not 

concentrp.ted here. Later a coraraitten was set up and 

elected K. Tharaboosamy Pillai the founder of the 

new tenple to be the stanigar or president. He was i 

the first person to get the honour that is to receive 

coconut, flower and ashes from the temple. K. Tham 

booramy was very famous at his time. Fe was a former 

student of the Victoria Institution and there is a 

road named after him vrhich can be found near Jalan 

Chow Kit in Kuala Lumpur. 

Management of the temple of that time 

was vested in the prominent south Indians, K. Tham 

boosamy Pillai, R. Doraisamy Pillai, K. Doraisamy 

Pillai, T. Ramasamy Pillai and Kayoraganam Pillai, 

thr father of Thamboosamy. Together they formed a 

committee or the 'Panchayat'» 

At same time another Pillai by the name 

of ̂ 'isvnlingam, n police constable from Singapore 

started a cbnetruction of the Sri Vijaynnagar Temple 

in Ol'̂  Pudu Road. V/hen the temple was completed it 

annexed to the Sfi Flnhaariaminan ""emple by K. Tham 

boosamy* Few other temjtlfes which were b^ilt after 
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t h i s a lso came under the management of ninglo com

mi t tee which had i t n headquarter a t Sr i Mahariamman 

Temple. These include The Sr i Subraraaniam Temple 

a t Batu Caves and The Sri Ganesa Temple in Olc? Pudu 

Road. • , 

After the Second World V/ar the menagement 

of the temple, in addi t ion to i t s rel igoiis and cha

r i t a b l e a c t i v i t i e s , expanded i t s progranune to educa-

•fcion, taVing over four schools in EUala Limpur namely, 

1. I'iahatma Ghandi High School, vrhich has now closed 

dovm, 

2 . Upper Secondary English School, 

3 . Hpper Tamil School and 

4 . Batu Caves Tamil School. 

Besides these the temple a lso Ovmed a school bus 

used for the school chi ldren around the Batu Caves 

a rea . Foste l f a c i l i t y for the ntudents of the other 

s t a t e s who study a t the Upper 'i'amil School i s a l so 

providedi Other p r o p e r t i e s of the temple include a 

piece of land a t the foot of the Batu Caves where 

Thaipusara Takes place a'-nually. 

This old br ick temple wao then demolished 

to be replaced by a new one. The demolition took 

place in 1964* When i t was moved to High S t r ee t 91 

years ago the temple was in a form of a t t ap shed. 

This was replaced by a bJbi'ek- s t r uc tu r e in 1887,. i t r'-'-

t a^ a siilaH .bui lding, smaller than t h e ' Sr i Subrama-

fiintt Tefflplfe of rteniui fes comparison. The temple wae 
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l i k e the other surrounrling huidings and did not I'ave 

any dipjtin»uish fea tu res as i t in today. The roof 

were t i l e s with a dome over the main d e i t y . Colurans 

and wal ls were cement rendeiod the f loor vjas»smooth 

screed f i n i s h e s . The area around the temple was 

concested vrith b l u s t e r Of houses, 'ihey were wooden 

s t r u c t u r e s located a t both s ides of the main temple' 

building* A pavi l ion dedicated to Turga wais the only 

i n t e r e s t i n g piece of architectpire found in the massy 

temple s i t e . I t was s i t i u a t e d on t h e e s a t e m end of 

thcteniple proper . The gopuram was n o t / t h e r e a'.d 

entrance to the temple was through i t s iiain gateway 

of rouble- swinged timber braced doors» 

In 1965 the const ruct ion of the present 

temple began. The proposal to have thi;3 new temple 

was made during the annual meeting tif the Hindu 

'"emples Association of Halaysia. The nineteen Hindu 

temples vrhich are tbe memher of the assoc ia t ion found 

i t «as nececsary . to have a c e n t r a l headquarter for 

for t h e i r organisa t ion andalso for thebenef i t of 

the Hindus in t h i s country. They derived to aii una

nimous decision t o have the Sr i liahamaria man to 

be t̂  e i r s c e n t r e . The chairman of the temple a t t ha t 

time vras ilr. Palany V i l l a p u l e . He organised a commiti^iM' 

tee to r a i s e fund for thie cost of the bu i ld ing . In 

same year Tun V. T. SambathaH* min i s t e r of telecott 

l a i d the fotmdfttiori etbrie which led to the s t a r t bf 

bUildihg t h i s ho# tettiple» 
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The temple founOtlat the only person 

t h a t can design to s u i t the need of Findu community 

here was Hr. E. Ravindrarif an a r c h i t e c t from South 

India» The temple consulted him with knoirledge and 

inagina t ion to delevop a very i n t e r e s t i n g ' nrtahitec'r' v 

t u r a l Widing which a t ce r t a in extend resenhle those 

in South InrUa. 

' Thp p ro jec t i s ' ' ivided in to three phases 

the f i r s t phase whicV was completed in 1968 was the 

temple proper . The. SFCond phase was the bui lding of 

gopuram or gatevmy.ilie thirr ' pi ase vrhich i s i r the 

planning stage are f l a t s , shopping arcade and a 

place for wedding ceremony, the cos t of the f i r s t 

two p ro j ec t s \ aa over 6ne mi l l ion Ringgit . -The 

1'alaysian government Had donated 200,000 Ringgit 

vh i lc the Bela 'gor Sta te government donated 70,000 

Ringgit to the temple. Donations alfO cnmc from 

spec ia l brganisa t ion and i n d i v i d u a l s . 

Fany s k i l l workers from South India were 

brought here to complete the bu i ld ing . This included 

the l a t e Vr, P . T. Raj an, chaiman of the Iladura 

"Temple, an old temple in South India.l ie gave sculptUlffl 

to the r.ri I'aliamariamman Temple. 1.Due t o ' t h i s the 

temple had honoured him during i t s 100th years an

n ive rsa ry in 1973» The cos t of the t r i p was a l l from 

the temple expense* Ite a l so s t a t ed the number of 

scu lp tures tha t should be placed on the gopuram and 

ih the teiiiple propef* 
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The date thetemple 100th years anniver 

sary yas 10th Septenher 1973« Holy p r i e c t from Katrlira • 

ftfe. iiiviterl to pRrfornied hinclu r i t e s or Pooja. His 

name i s Tangcp Pha t t a . The holy ceremony was known 

an Fumbansaren or concept r a t i o n and i t v/as donr 

for 48 flays and n i g h t s . During t h i s time Bri Haha-

mariamman Temple became the Mecca of Hindu people 

from a l l over the country. Holy water from a l l r i v e r s 

in T̂ rar? brought here and i t was pourec' from the top 

of the Falasa or tlie top p a r t s ikhara by the spec ia l 

p r i e s t . A l o t of p o l i t i c a n including the chief mi-

n i s t e r of Selangor p a r t i c i p a t e d . The ceremony which 

was considered as grandest could not be forgot tep 

by every Hindu worshippers in the country. I l l to 

the present r̂ ay a l o t s of a c t i v i t i e s have been ca r r i ed 

out in t h i s temple. Everyday a t 6.30 am, 12.00 noon 

and 5*50 ptt poojiig are done. 
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V * ' " * * * * " ? * ^ 

Mr, P. T» Ra;jan rece iv ing honour from the Temple 

of Sri Flahamariamman during i t s 100th anniversary . 
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5 i/ 

Hindu priests from The Temple of Madura performing 
Hindu rites or pobjias. 
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^.-v.j i«nixi«ii •"fetiltrtetus''^» llnf frjfKf-on for hrtving 

thie is rin.irtly becpu^ĕ mbĕi of Sri mnliannaî iamnian 
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