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ABSTRACT 

 

DECORA SULUR is a heritage-inspired bar stool that combines 

traditional Perak craftsmanship with a modern look. Taking inspiration from 

the flowing lines of the Sulur Kacang motif found in Rumah Kutai, the design 

preserves cultural storytelling while fitting into today’s contemporary interiors. 

The legs are shaped from solid pine wood using a wood-turning process, 

while the seat is hand-crafted with grooves, chiseling, and grinding to 

achieve a smooth ergonomic curve. The backrest is laser-cut from plywood, 

assembled into a strong frame, padded with foam, and finished with 

premium leather. The result is a durable, functional stool that carries the 

warmth of wood, the strength of steel, and the elegance of leather. It 

reflects Perak’s heritage in a subtle way that appeals to modern lifestyles. 

By merging culture and function, DECORA SULUR brings traditional motifs 

into everyday furniture, ensuring they remain alive for the next generation. 

Keywords: Rumah Kutai, Sulur Kacang, Perak Heritage, Modern Furniture, Art 

Deco Design 

INTRODUCTION 

 

In Perak, the Rumah Kutai is one of the oldest surviving traditional 

Malay houses, admired for its simple yet meaningful design. Its wooden 

structure is decorated with intricate carvings, especially the Sulur Kacang 

motif, which symbolizes harmony, resilience, and the continuity of life 
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(Shuaib & Olalere, 2014). However, these cultural details are slowly 

disappearing as modern furniture focuses only on minimalism, leaving 

behind the rich identity that once shaped local living spaces (Mohd Nadzri 

et al., 2021). 

Younger generations are drawn to sleek, mass-produced designs but often 

lose touch with the traditions that give meaning and value to furniture 

(Shafi et al., 2021). DECORA SULUR was created to bridge this cultural gap 

by reinterpreting the flowing curves of Sulur Kacang in a modern Art Deco 

style. Designed for kitchens Islands and casual social spaces, it keeps Perak’s 

Rumah Kutai heritage alive while fitting seamlessly into a contemporary 

lifestyle. 

 

PROBLEM STATEMENT 

In modern furniture, traditional Malay motifs like Sulur Kacang from 

Rumah Kutai are rarely used. Many contemporary designs prioritize 

minimalism and practicality, causing the cultural identity in furniture to 

slowly fade away (Mohd Nadzri et al., 2021). As a result, younger 

generations are less exposed to the beauty and meaning behind 

traditional craftsmanship, creating a disconnect between heritage and 

modern living (Shafi et al., 2021). 

This lack of cultural integration has made it difficult for users to connect with 

furniture that reflects their own identity. Without innovation that combines 

tradition with functional design, meaningful motifs such as Sulur Kacang 

risk being forgotten and replaced by generic, mass-produced styles. 

DECORA SULUR was designed to address this issue by merging Perak’s Rumah 

Kutai heritage with a contemporary Art Deco look, bringing cultural 

storytelling back into everyday furniture. 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

DECORA SULUR combines traditional woodworking with modern 

fabrication. The legs are made from solid pine wood and shaped on a 

lathe machine to create smooth, clean lines. After turning, they were 

sanded and finished with a clear spray coat to protect the surface while 

keeping the natural grain visible. 

 

For the seat, I first marked the shape, then made grooves using an arm saw. 

Excess material was removed with a chisel, and a grinder machine was 

used to refine the surface into a smooth ergonomic curve. 

 

The backrest required a more detailed process. Several plywood parts 

were laser-cut, assembled, and glued together to form a sturdy internal 

frame. Foam padding was added for comfort, and the entire backrest 

was wrapped in leather for a modern, refined look. It was then joined 

securely to the main seat using 10 mm solid steel rods and hollow square 

connectors, creating a slim yet durable structure. 

Figure 1.1 Wood turning process for shaping the stool legs on a lathe 

machine. 
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Figure 1.2 Shaping the seat using an arm saw, chisel, and grinder machine 

to create a smooth ergonomic curve 

 

 
 
 
 Figure 1.3 Final render of DECORA SULUR – a heritage-inspired bar stool 

blending Rumah Kutai motifs with modern Art Deco style 



 

680 
 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

DECORA SULUR successfully blends the traditional beauty of Rumah 

Kutai with a modern, functional design. The flowing lines of the Sulur Kacang 

motif are subtly reflected in the shape of the seat and backrest, giving 

the stool a cultural identity without making it look overly traditional. The 

combination of pine wood, plywood, steel, and leather create a 

balanced design that feels both warm and durable. 

 

From a functional point of view, the seat is comfortable thanks to its hand-

shaped ergonomic curve. The padded backrest, wrapped in leather, adds 

extra support while keeping the look elegant. Visually, it works well in both 

modern kitchens and casual social spaces. 

 

More importantly, the design brings Perak’s heritage into a contemporary 

setting. By reinterpreting traditional motifs in a useful, everyday piece, 

DECORA SULUR keeps cultural elements alive while appealing to younger 

generations who value both style and meaning. 

CONCLUSION & RECOMMENDATION 

 

DECORA SULUR shows that cultural heritage can live on in modern 

furniture without losing its meaning. By integrating the Sulur Kacang motif 

into a practical and stylish bar stool, the design preserves a piece of Perak’s 

Rumah Kutai legacy while staying relevant to contemporary homes. The soft 

ergonomic seat, sturdy structure, and refined leather backrest make it 

both comfortable and visually appealing. 

 

This project proves that traditional motifs can be reinterpreted to suit 

modern tastes. It encourages designers to look back at local heritage as 

inspiration for new ideas. In the future, this approach can be expanded 
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into a full collection of furniture pieces that celebrate Malaysian culture. 

More experimentation with sustainable materials and other traditional 

patterns can further strengthen the connection between heritage and 

modern living. 
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