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ABSTRACT

It is assume that-only English language is used in the teaching and learning
of English language classroom in our country. However there are some English
teachers who tend to use Bahasa Malaysia in the lesson for many different reasons.
Therefore, this study is conducted to find out the perceptions of the Engiisn
language teachers on the issue. Secondly, the study also identified the various
reasons on the use of Bahasa Malaysia by the English language teachers. The study
was conducted in a university where the subjects were experienced English language
teachers (PKPG) who are undergoing their Teaching English as a Second Language
degree education. The subjects or the respondents were of different demographics
background and but rich in teaching experience. The method adapted for this study
is the survey method where questionnaire is adapted as the instrument. The results
of the finding were analysed and the study found out that the perceptions of the
respondents varies. Some of them are in favour on the use of L1 in the English
language lesson and some are in opposition. But, during the lesson of English
language in the classroom, man).( respondents tend to view the use of Bahasa Melayu
or L1 as beneficial to students in certain conditions. Nevertheless, on the use Bahasa
Malaysia in the English Language classroom, the perceptions of the respondents on
the issue is clear; majority of them do not support the use of L1 in the English

Language lesson.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

1.0 Introduction

Generalization can be made that almost everyone in Malaysia has experienced, of
at the least 5 years, of leaming of English language in Ihgir secondary education. The
experiences of learning the language may vary from one individual to others. The earlier
generation. of students may have the advantage of leamning the language from the native
speakers of the language as a result of the aid from British teachers in local schools (Third

Malaysia Plan Mid-Term Review, 1979:202) as cited in Gaudart (1987).

Some students may leam from local teachers trained in the teaching colleges
overseas, the others might have the experience of leaming the English Language through
teachers bom and trained in our own country. For whatever the experience may be, it is a
fact the readers know that English is not the native language of Malaysia. It is not too
general too state that some teachers may use the Bahasa Malaysia or L1 in the course of
teaching English language to their students. And it is also the researcher’s personal
experience that sometimes teachers of English do use Bahasa Malaysia or L1 in the

English as a second language (ESL) lesson at school.



