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It was narrated from Anas bin Malik that the Messenger of Allah said: 

"Seeking knowledge is a duty upon every Muslim, and he who passes knowledge to those who 
do not deserve it, is like one who puts a necklace of jewels, pearls and gold around the neck of 
swine." 

Sunan oflbn Majah, Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 224 

This hadith highlights the duty of each Muslim to learn and transfer knowledge to others. 
Learning cannot stop by age or thinking that we have enough knowledge. Seeking knowledge 
in this hadith means continuous learning and improving oneself along the learning journey. 
When disseminating knowledge to others, it's one duty to make sure the knowledge is 
transferred to others that would use the knowledge to become better and further help the 
community. Continuous learning and helping others by transferring knowledge is an integral 
part of 'Peer teaching' technique. 

What is Peer Teaching? 

Peer teaching is an educational and creative approach where students who are not professional 
teachers teach their peers and learn from each other (Arisoy, 2021; Rahman et al. , 2022). Both 
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student-teachers and student-learners have the advantage of having similar backgrounds, such 
as classmates or course mates and with similar age, thus leading to easier interaction in 
learning. In addition, the student-teacher who is usually a senior or advanced student who takes 
on a limited instructional role helps to facilitate the learning of their peers as they are not 
expected to teach and present new material as they are not professional teachers (Stigmar, 2016; 
Rahman et al., 2022). 

The Advantages of Peer Teaching 

Several studies have shown that peer teaching carried benefits of learning for both student­
learners and student-teachers. According to Abodunrin and Obianuka (2024) which study the 
effect of peer teaching and auditory strategies on reading comprehension of visual impairment 
students, found that there was improvement on the students' comprehension reading 
performance, increasing self-confidence, communication skills and social interactions among 
them. In addition, the peer feedback provided regarding students' performance was valuable 
and had increased the students' confidence. Peer teaching also encourages deeper content 
processing, developing their own autonomous learning strategies while strengthening their 
learning skills (Rahman et al. , 2022; Granger et al., 2024; Boehm-Fischer & Beyer, 2024). 

It was narrated by Abu Hurairah that: 

The Prophet said: "The best of charity is when a Muslim man gains knowledge, then he teaches 
it to his Muslim brother." 

Sunan Ibn Majah, Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 243 

The hadith above shows that importance of gaining knowledge and disseminate them. Sharing 
the knowledge are the best charity a person can provide to others. Peer teaching is established 
with the same principle where student-teachers gain knowledge and teach the student-learners 
to facilitate them in understanding the knowledge given. When student-teachers explain 
concepts to their peers, they learn the material twice, thus enhancing learning outcomes 
(Granger et al. , 2024; Boehm-Fischer & Beyer, 2024). 

This article will discuss the challenges faced by student-teachers while applying the peer 
teaching technique and distributing knowledge to student-learners. 

The Challenges of Peer Teaching 

1. Preparation of Teaching Materials and Lesson Delivery 

One of the peer teaching challenges is to ensure that the material delivered is accurate and 
relevant (Tsai et al., 2021 ). Student-teachers are not professional teachers or educators. In the 
peer teaching technique, they are given training and knowledge by professional teachers 
regarding the lesson that they need to deliver. Preparing relevant and beneficial teaching 
materials and how to deliver lessons effectively become real challenges. Student-teachers must 
consult teachers or educators to check the lesson plan and materials prepared before the class 
session starts in order to overcome these challenges. Abodunrin and Obianuka (2024) 
recommend that teachers or educators should ensure that student-teachers receive suitable 
training on working with their peers, such as including guidance on effective communication 
techniques and strategies. 
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2. Knowledge and Skills Gap 

According to Arisoy (2021), it is important for the student-teachers to consider the gaps in 
knowledge or skills from the perspective of the peers (students) and did not make assumptions 
or guesses when delivering the lesson content of their educational initiative. Knowing your 
audience is very important. Knowing their academic background is also able to make the 
student-teachers understand the knowledge gap that exists between them and student-learners 
(Rahman et al., 2022). When this challenge is overcome, student-learners will have trust in 
knowledge shared by their student-teachers. This will facilitate transfer of knowledge and 
increase the success rate for both student-learners and student-teachers. 

3. Student Engagement 

Engaging students is said to be a challenge to face in peer teaching (Di Benedetti et al. , 2023). 
These student-learners viewed the student-teachers as not just needing the knowledge of the 
subject, but the ability to involve student-learners to participate in activities, gaining their 
attention and trying to motivate them (Sun et al., 2025; Nimri & Lockstone-Binney, 2025). 
Applying effective communication skills, utilizing supplemental learning materials, and 
creating an environment where the student-learners could be comfortable learning, thus 
increase their attention, motivation and engagement. 

4. Balancing Workload with Classroom Management 

A study done by Rahman et al. (2022) found that lack of time for teaching and the struggles of 
classroom management were two main challenges. Student-teachers identified time constraints 
as the biggest barrier to more frequent peer teaching participation due to their workload as 
students themselves. Moreover, classroom management also requires a large effort from 
student-teachers. Classroom management is described as a teacher's efforts to manage a 
multitude of activities in the classroom, including learning, social interactions, and student 
behavior (Martin et al. , 2016). Balancing their study workload and managing time for 
classroom management needs to be done and thus become a large concern for student-teachers. 
Teachers or educators play a large role in facilitating the students-teachers to lessen their burden 
and advising on time management to help the success in peer teaching technique application. 

Conclusion 

Sahl bin Mu'adh bin Anas narrated from his father that: 

The Prophet said: "Whoever teaches some knowledge will have the reward of the one who acts 
upon it, without that detracting from his reward in the slightest." 

Sunan lbn Majah, Vol. 1, Book 1, Hadith 240 

Prophet Muhammad SAW promised that teaching knowledge brings great rewards. Peer 
teaching technique is a method of teaching and learning that offer great benefits to student­
teachers, student-learners and also to their learning institutions. This hadith mentioned as the 
knowledge shared among the learners, the benefits are not limited to the present time but also 
in the hereafter. Increase of knowledge, skills, confidence and academic achievement are part 
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of peer teaching objectives achieved when applying this technique (Rahman et al., 2022; 
Abodunrin & Obianuka, 2024). 

The challenges in embracing peer teaching technique such as preparing accurate and relevant 
teaching materials and lesson delivery, bridging knowledge and skills gaps, pursuing students' 
engagement and balancing the study workload and classroom management need to be faced by 
the student-teachers. By searching for ways to overcome these challenges, the student-teachers 
need support from teachers or educators to facilitate them. Involving oneself as a student­
teacher brings great rewards. Rahman et al. (2022) state that besides the advantage of the shared 
knowledge for the community, the student-teachers can improve their communication and 
pedagogical skills, and these peer teaching sessions provide a great chance for their 
professional growth. 
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