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ABSTRACT: 

One of public library’s main objectives is to advocate for equitable access to information and 

knowledge for communities world-wide that supports the democratic process, shared 

understanding and community well-being (IFLA 2018). However, the community of special needs 

individuals are often overlooked and underserved. (Nur Izzaidah and Nazean Jomhari, 2012). 

Moreover, Parents of Autistic children are afraid of exposing their autism children to public places 

such as library as Children with autism experience difficulties in social interaction and 

communication which are often manifested by extremely challenging behaviour that is difficult to 

manage.(Tansley, 2013). Being judged, stared at or told to be quiet are among the reasons that 

children with autism do not visit their local library. A library should be seen as a safe space for all 

and they are by their very nature naturally inclusive. A busy library can be a challenging place for 

someone with autism. The idea for a Sensory Backpack collection was born after we found out 

that none of the the public library have focused on this creation. We decided to use this backpack 

to help students with autism feel welcome at library. In this backpack it consists of sensory books, 

sensory games (Dwibahasa) and calm toys with different themes for the purpose of children to 

learn Calm Down, develop Focus, and Social Skills and to minimize anxiety. It is hope that by 

having this sensory backpack, the library can best serve children with autism. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Novelty & Uniqueness: 

This Sensory Backpack is a new scenario and trend in the library of Malaysia and it is an innovative 

idea for helping libraries better serve their community especially the community of special needs 

individuals. None of the public library have focused on this creation and therefore this Sensory 

backpack will make the libraries more interesting.  

 

Potential Commercialization: 

To market the collection, we created a sample backpack and outreach events. We will bring the 

backpack to the library where they talk to parents about services for their students with special 

needs. This backpack is not only commercialize in the library and school resource center but also 

for NGOs, clinics and therapy centers.. 
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