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here are billions of animals on
the planet, if not as many as
stars. Among these animals
are those species that remain
undiscovered by science.

BizNewz by Faculty of Business and Management, Universiti Teknologi MARA Cawangan Terengganu

The whale sharks can live for 70 to 130
years. These marine animals have unique
spots on their skin. The mouth of a whale
shark can reach a length of 1 meter. This
whale shark has over 350 teeth, and

According to biologists'estimation, thalthough this monster is large, it eats
are over five millions of vertebrate anshll animals like Plankton. According

invertebrate animal species waiting to
be found (Osborn, n.d.). Many countries
around the world have ratified the United
Nations Convention on the Law of the
Sea (UNCLOS II11), of which among its
goals is to safeguard and protect marine
creatures  (United Nations, 1998).
However, there are many factors which
drive these marine animals to extinction,
such as global warming, habitat
destruction, water pollution, slow growth
of population, overconsumption, and
illegal poaching (Broom, Jun 17 2019).
Due to those disastrous elements, some
of these animals are prone to extinction,
including marine species that would
never be seen by future generations. The
following are the list of marine creatures
that have been declared extinct:

VAQUITA

The vaquita is the world's rarest sea
mammal and one of the most endangered
animals in the world. Their name means
‘little cow' in Spanish, and they are a
unique species of porpoise, with a small,
chunky body and a round head. Their eyes
and lips are coloured with dark markings,
giving them the appearance of wearing
makeup. With less than 30 individuals
left, the vaquita is critically endangered
and facing imminent extinction. They
live in only one body of water in the
Gulf of California and reproduce only
once every two years. Sadly, it's humans
that have caused the most destruction
to the vaquita population. The vaquita
is found only in the northern part of the
Gulf of California in Mexico. They inhabit
shallow waters, generally no deeper than
30 metres, or in the open sea, no more
than 25 kilometres from the shore.

WHALE SHARK
Whale sharks are the largest fish in the
ocean. They can grow up to 18 meters
and weigh up to 19,000 kilogrammes.
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to the IUCN, this creature is increasingly
endangered and was classified as an
endangered species in 2016.

HAWKSBILL SEA TURTLE
The Hawksbill sea turtle is one of the
smallest species of turtle, distinguished
by its stunning gold and brown patterned
shells (known as tortoiseshell). The
Hawksbill sea turtle is the most
endangered species of turtle in the world,
and is classified as critically endangered
by the IUCN, with an estimated global
population of 8,000, with only 1,000

nesting females. One of the largest
Hawksbill sea-turtle-population nests
is on Milman Island in Queensland,

Australia. These rare creatures can also
be seen in Gandoca Manzanillo National
Wildlife Refuge in Costa Rica. If you would
like to see the turtles, please ensure that
you choose a tour with accredited local
guides and avoid getting too close to the
animals.

HAWAIIAN SEAL

This animal comes from an island in
Hawaii. This Hawaiian seal is a species of
seal that has migrated to Hawaii. A large
number of seals live in low temperature
environments, such as Antarctica. But
this unique species prefers to live in
tropical climates. The Hawaiian seal is
also one of two surviving seals in the
world. Hawaiian seals were labeled as an
endangered species in 1976. Although
many predators, such as tiger sharks,
make seals as food, humans are more
dangerous and have killed many seals.
Albeit, as many as 1,400 Hawaiian seals
still exist. The habitat of these animals is
getting smaller and many Hawaiian seals
are dying because of fishing gear, such
as nets.

SEA OTTER
The smallest marine mammals on earth

92/112


https://fliphtml5.com/bookcase/cjrho/

07/09/2025, 12:36 BizNewz by Faculty of Business and Management, Universiti Teknologi MARA Cawangan Terengganu

Photo by:
NOAA
on Unsplash

o/ V* . »Anye ee T .lr
> - ' e O [ ] W L X ] " e >

THE HAWAIIAN SEAL

is an endangered species

of earless seal in the family
Phoddae that is endemic to the
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THE SEA OTTER

is a marine mammal native to
the coasts of the northern and
eastern North Pacific Ocean.
The sea otter is an endangered
species, and the significant
threats to sea otters are oll
pollution, predation by orcas,
poaching, and conflicts with
fisheries.

are gorgeous sea otters, and they play
a crucial role in our ecosystem. They
are an incredible species, boasting an
impressive string of skills. Sea otters can
live their entire life without leaving the
water and they are one of a few species on
earth that use tools to survive (they use
rocks to hammer shells open). They are
the only marine mammals that can flip
boulders over on the seafloor. They also
use between 25% to 40% of their body
weight every day. While they sleep, they
will hold hands and it is so adorable. They
do this because they want to keep away
from drifting apart. Their populations
once numbered over several hundred
thousand; however, their numbers have
dropped to less than 2,000 due to the
fur trade. California in the U.S. is the
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best place to find sea otters
in the wild. Prime sea otters'

spotted locations include
Moss Landing, Monterey Bay,
Pacific Grove, Point Lobos

State Reserve, Fisherman's
Wharf, and Elkhorn Slough
National Estuarine Research
Reserve.

GALAPAGOS PENGUINS
Galapagos penguins are quite unique
penguins. This species of penguin is found
north of the equator, and is also found
in the Galapagos Islands. Galapagos
penguins are smaller than penguins
in  South America. These Galapagos
penguins can only survive 15 to 20 years
in the wild. Galapagos penguins are
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loyal animals. These animals have only
one lifetime mates. Recorded only 2,000
Galapagos penguins to live in the wild,
their numbers drop drastically as sea
and ambient temperatures rise sharply.
These animals are also endangered as
fishing activity increases. This is because
food sources of these animals are
reduced and many penguins are trapped
in fishing nets.

All in all, we should be aware that marine
lives matter. This is because they also

have their rights to coexist with humans
on this very planet. It is harrowing to
see another poor animal species on the
brink of extinction. As civilised human
beings, we have our ability to make a
difference in saving marine lives without
compromising our rights and destroying
their habitats. The protection and
conservation of marine species should be
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exercised by man. This is to ensure that
the health of the ecosystems is restored
by the most vital foundations, which are
the existence of marine mammals and
land animals.
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