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Introduction

Embroidery known as the art of decorating
material primarily on fabric basically by using
needle and thread. The used of various types of
thread, beads and wires create fascinating textures
and colors of modern embroidery that is just not for
clothing but also home furnishing object. Fashion
Department Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM),
Perak Branch, Seri Iskandar Campus offers Basic
Embellishment subject specially designed for
semester three students to explore the creative
territory of embroidery art. Through the years,
various theme is chosen for embroidery final
projects such as landscape, artwork, cartoon,
organic and geometric motifs and more. One of the
intriguing and challenging theme embroidery
project is to develop thematic subject that
encompasses Malaysia local heritage and cultural
landmark.

Embroidery Definition

Embroidery is a decorative and ornamental art
form that involves embellishing fabric or other
materials with various types of stitches, threads,
and sometimes additional materials like beads or
sequins. It is also considered as an ancient art form that
falls under the umbrella of the textile arts, which
stemmed from the ancient human need to dress, cover,
and protect people and objects (Fowler C. 2018). The
process typically entails creating patterns, designs,
or images by sewing onto a base fabric using a
needle and thread. Embroidery can be performed
by hand, using a variety of stitching techniques, or
with the assistance of embroidery machines for
more intricate and precise work. This craft has
been practiced across cultures and time periods,
serving both functional and aesthetic purposes on
items such as clothing, textiles, accessories, and
decorative pieces.

Project Objectives

1. To promote conscious awareness to the students
of the importance of cultural heritage. The
imperatives include the preservation of cultural
heritage through proper documentation. This is
where artists and designers are in need, as visual
journalists to record, document and acknowledge
cultural and historical heritage. It is believed that
through this assignment, art students will be
carrying out the tasks as not just students but as
documenters that would go out and promote and
educate society on the important of arts and
cultures.

2.To facilitate  students with  enhanced
understanding on the technical knowledge of the
craftsmanship. Techniques such as machine
embroidery, hand stitch and tambour beading are
primal essentials to the students in semester four.
Through this project, they will be introduced and
taught arrays of technical spectrum that involves
these embroidery art techniques. In the end,
students are hoped to first master the technical
skills. This is to ensure the understating of the
technicalities is overall accomplished.
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CHAPTER 13

Artwork Making Process

BACKGROUND & VISUAL RESEARCH

¥

IDEA DEVELOPMENT
(planning on types of techniques, stitches &
materials)

¥

IMAGE TRANSFER & COLORING
PROCESS ON FABRIC

¥

EMBROIDERY SEWING PROCESS

Figure 1: Artwork Making Process Flow

Studio Research and Analysis

Figure 2: Menara Condong Teluk Intan Perak,
Artwork by Muhammad Hilmi bin Mustafa (2017),
Image Copyright, Zolina (2022)

Menara Condong Teluk Intan is one of the
prominent historical building in Perak, Malaysia.
The center of the artwork is the Menara Condong
Teluk Intan Building itself. Two children can be
seen looking at the building with poses a similar
leaning angle as the building. In the artwork, layers
of techniques and materials are applied to create
textures and colors. Primarily, machine
embroidery technique is used to create background
in the picture - the land, skies and forest. Followed
by hand stitch techniques such as satin, bullion and
seed stitch and hand beading towards the end of the

making process. The beads choices are from small
to big sizes, to create textural essentially. The used
of appliques techniques with fabric scrap can be
seen on the red building on the right and left.

Figure 3: Masjid Ubudiah Kuala Kangsar, Perak,
Artwork by Nursyahirah Ain binti Wahab (2022)
Image Copyright, Zolina (2022)

In this artwork, the artist chooses Masjid Ubudiah
Kuala Kangsar, Perak, Malaysia also known as
Masjid Diraja Ubudiah as the subject. Located
nearest to the Iskandariah Palace. The mosque was
designed by Arthur Benison Hubback. Built during
the reign of Sultan Idris Murshidul Adzam Shah I
Ibni Almarhum Raja Bendahara Alang Iskandar
Teja (Perak 28™ Sultan) starting from 1913-1917.
The artist need to be patience along the process. The
detailing of the mosque must be transferred
properly onto the fabric. After the coloring process
with fabric dye or water color, the artist starts to use
machine embroidery to create the background. To
create the sky, blue tone colors and white
embroidery machine thread is used. Next, the
process of stitching the building is taken place by
using the machine embroidery. Hand stitch
technique with embroidery thread using French
knot technique can be seen to create trees.

Figure 4. Kellies’s Castle, Batu Gajah, erak,
Artwork by Micellyn Micell Materi (2022),
Image Copyright, Zolina (2022)

Kellie’s Castle or known as Kellie’s Folly located
in Batu Gajah, Perak, Malaysia. Nowadays,
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Kellie’s Castle known as one of Perak most
popular attraction in tourism. Built by Scottish
planter named William Kellie-Smith. The
construction of the mansion started in 1910. The
mansion was never completed because of the dead
of Kelli’s at the age of 56 due to pneumonia. In this
artwork, artist create the background sky and
ground with machine embroidery technique.
Embroidery thread with suitable and various tones
are used to create depth. The use of sequins can
also be seen on the cloud to create texture. Next,
the Kellie’s Castle Building is concluded with
hand stitch with satin and seed stitch with shades
of brown tone colors to create shape, form and
textures of the castle.

Discussion

This project has given the opportunity for the
students to learn techniques in embroidery such as
hand stitch, machine and beading. In the beginning
of the project, students are exposed to basic
embroidery technique before advancing to the later
stage of the final process.

The project also provides a hindsight of another
importance, and that is in the appreciation of local
heritage. The project teaches the students about
preserving and respecting our own cultures
through art making process.

In spite of these substantial objectives, the project
also teaches the students the utmost important
element in art making process - time and patience.
With this project, students are exposed to human
skills such as how to deal with strict schedule,
stress, and how to overcome obstacles in an under
pressure situation. This project somehow pushes
the students’ potentials in different ways especially
psychological. Embroidery activity has the
potential to be explored as an effective way to
improve creativity and mindfulness (Catherine
Lambert, 2016). Thus, this activity can be used and
benefit students in many ways.

Conclusion
To conclude, the students established the

understanding of documentation through art.
Throughout the learning students were exposed to

the basic concept of art as a tool for recording, as in
other form of art such as drawing and photography
did. In this case, embroidery as a tool to record.
Students were explained that embroidery art is not
just a form of craftwork but can function as an
apparatus to preserve historical and cultural
artifacts. Although the students were not taught in
depth about the concept, but the foundation of the
fundamental purpose of the embroidery art were
exposed to wider perspective.
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