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Abstract

Rural Community Learning Network is proposed as a type of learning network approach using and based on local
resources, material and knowledge, for instance, using local industries through partnership programs, local
associations through affiliation activities, and government and non-government organizations through
collaboration events and campaigns. The focus should be on local people supporting local people. The rural public
library support in relation to the RCLN would be in the form of providing the physical location and setting,
providing and assisting with material and resource needs, and most importantly, organizing the establishment of
the network. In the Malaysian context, the Malaysian government, NLM, state libraries, librarians and library
assistants are involved directly in providing rural public library services, programs and activities to their local
rural communities. There are four traits of Rural Community Learning Network which consist participation, self-
help and determination, decision-making and leadership.

Keyword: Rural Community Learning Network, rural community, local community rural public library,
community development.

Potential commercialization: The proposed model is capable to be used as a guideline for rural public library in
enhancing public library services, programs and activities to their local rural communities. Furthermore, this study
could provide useful insight for Malaysian rural community to value and support the rural public library as a hub
for community development.

Acknowledgment: The head of project member acknowledge State of Victoria Public Library Network and

National Library Malaysia for providing the team an unconditional network support hence becoming the platform
for us to construct guideline for rural and small public libraries around the world.
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