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THE RELEVANCE OF COMPARATIVE FIQH IN CONTEMPORARY
ISLAMIC JURISPRUDENCE
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Halim, Ahmad Tawfiq Bin Narizam, Muhammad Hanis Bin Khairul Zamri,

Muhammad Syakib Najmii Bin Shahabuddin.

Akademi Pengajian Islam Kontenporari, Universiti Teknologi MARA,
Cawangan Kelantan, Kampus Machang.

ABSTRACT

This assignment examines the role of figh muqaran in ensuring the effectiveness and
acceptability of Islamic law in the contemporary context. Through a comparative figh approach
that highlights the elasticity and accountability of evidence, this study emphasizes the
importance of critical analysis of various school opinions in order to produce answers that are
appropriate to modern challenges such as bioethics, finance, and medical technology. Despite
its considerable benefits, the implementation of figh mugqaran faces methodological challenges,
institutional constraints, and a lack of cross-school training that hinder its widespread use in
current Islamic legal decision-making institutions. This study also highlights the need to
improve education and training in this field so that it can contribute constructively to

maintaining the relevance of sharia law in the dynamic modern world.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Islamic jurisprudence, or figh, has to be in a position to answer new social, technical, and
legal phenomena in the complex and rapidly changing world of today. Comparative figh (al-
figh al-muqgaran) research and comparison of legal views and methodology of the various
Islamic schools of jurisprudence madhahib is one of the finest tools for addressing such new
problems. This approach provides jurists with a more nuanced basis upon which to construct
well-reasoned, contextually informed judgments and yields a greater appreciation of the

intellectual significance of Islamic legal history (Harahap, 2024)

The overall objective of this study is to define, examine, and trace the origin of the idea of
comparative figh. Comparative figh took place at the classical phase of Islamic learning, when
the jurists analyzed and compared contradicting opinions of the various madhahib. The goal
was not to impose unity, but rather to comprehend diversity of interpretation as well as
justification therefor. This subject developed into a genuine academic topic throughout the

period, which helped to formulate more intricate and flexible legal theory. (Harahap, 2024)

The second objective of this introduction is to analyze how comparative figh is applied in
practice in contemporary Islamic jurisprudential institutions such as international Islamic

organizations, legal academies, and fatwa councils.

Researchers are progressively applying a comparative approach in making conclusions that
address new situations as well as the nature of Islamic law in a vast number of modern
circumstances, especially multicultural or minority Muslim ones. It has proved especially
helpful in areas such as family law, bioethics, and finance, where traditional decisions might

not suitably address modern issues.

Lastly, this research acknowledges the challenges and limitations of applying comparative
figh to contemporary contexts. These consist of the challenge of upholding scientific integrity
while switching between competing legal rulings, institutional biases towards particular
schools, and insufficient cross-madhhab training for researchers. In addition, comparative figh

can be discredited if employed to release biased or opportunistic fatwas.

It is with such issues that there is a need to establish the significance of comparative figh
so that Islamic law can remain dynamic and grow mature. In addition to making a responsible
and contextually oriented approach to legal decision making in the modern period, it makes

engagement with the tradition of intellectual heterogeneity possible. (Nur Faidah, 2024)



