Page |i

@

WHAT IS THE X-FACTORS THAT MAKES
JAPANESE SUPERHERO SERIES POPULAR IN MALAYSIA

(CASE STUDY: ULTRAMAN, KAMEN RIDERS, SUPER SENTAI)

MOHD HANIFAH BIN MOHD FOBILAH

2006809471

BACHELOR DEGREE (HONS) OF ART AND DESIGN
(GRAPHIC DESIGN AND DIGITAL MEDIA)
FACULTY OF ART AND DESIGN

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA MALAYSIA

APRIL 2009



Page |iv

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Alhamdulillah, thanks to Allah the almighty God who gave me the strength to complete
this thesis, my beloved parents, family and friends who always supports me from the very
beginning to the end. I also want to give a special thanks to my advisor, Pn. Elyena Aziz for

guiding me to complete this thesis and able to finish the work at the expected time.

Thanks to Mr. Martias Mohd Ali, Mr Mohd Rusdi Tukiman, and Mohd Farhan
Muhammad for their cooperation to give their opinion in the interview. I would like to
appreciate students from Sekolah Menengah Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Seksyen 2 Shah Alam,
Sekolah Kebangsaan Seksyen 3 Shah Alam, and Faculty of Creative& Artistic Technology,
UiTM Shah Alam for their kindness to support this thesis by answering the questionnaires.
Thanks also to teachers from Sekolah Kebangsaan Seksyen 3 Shah Alam for guiding their

students on how to answer the questionnaires.

I completed this thesis in my final semester for Bachelor Degree (Hons) of Art & Design
(Graphic Design & Digital Media), Faculty of Art & Design, Universiti Teknologi MARA

Malaysia.



Page |v

TABLE OF CONTENTS

TOPIC

DECLARATION
LETTER OF SUBMITION
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
TABLE OF CONTENTS
LIST OF FIGURES

LIST OF TABLES

LIST OF CHARTS
ABSTRACT

1.0 CHAPTER 1: INTRODUCTION
1.1 Background of study
1.2 Problem Statement
1.3 Aim and Objective
1.4 Scope of Study
1.5 Significant of Study

2.0 CHAPTER2: LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 What is Superhero?

2.2 What is Japanese Superhero?
2.3 History of Japanese Superheroes.

2.4 Japanese Superhero Legacy
2.4.1 Kamen Rider Legacy
2411 Synopsis

2.42 Super Sentai Legacy

2431 Super Sentai in the U.S.

PAGE
ii
iii

v

1.4
xii
xii

xiii

[FSIERR VST & I O

< Y, BV, Y

25
25

27
27



Page | xiii

ABSTRACT

This research is conducted to investigate about the x-factors that make Japanese
superhero series popular in Malaysia. As we know, some Malaysians were die-hard fans of
American superheroes from Marvel and DC Comics such as Superman, Batman, and
Spider-man. Some others were fanatic about Japanese Super Sentai, Kamen Rider and
Tokusatsu heroes such as Ultraman. Ultraman and Kamen Riders were some examples of
Japanese superheroes which have not only become fictional characters, but also a symbol
for their country even though they have been Americanized for a long time. This research
was done to reveal about the success of Japanese superheroes and how do they attract
viewers from other countries such as Malaysia. The research also tries to reveal some major
factors that make Japanese superheroes popular in Malaysia. It important to know all these
because the study will find out about the method used in Japanese superhero series to be

inserted into Malaysian filmmaking which was now related to superheroes.
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CHAPTER 1 : Introduction.

1.1 Background of Study

Superheroes were one of the elements to complete a childhood memories of almost
every people in the world. When people talk about childhood memories, 50% of the story
would be about their childhood superheroes that they always pretended to be. Some
Malaysians were die-hard fans of American superheroes from Marvel and DC Comics
such as Superman, Batman, and Spider-man. Some others were fanatic about Japanese

Super Sentai, Kamen Rider and Tokusatsu heroes such as Ultraman.

However, people do not realize what makes they like Japanese superhero instead of
superheroes from other country. Most of Japanese superheroes like Ultraman, Kamen
Rider, and Super Sentai appeared on TV as a live —action series where there is a group of
actors acting as the characters unlike American superheroes where mostly appeared on
TV series as an animation from the original comics such as Superman, Batman, and
Spider-man. However, sometimes American superheroes do appear in live-action series,

but normally live-action only happen in the movies.

To relate this research to art and design, a research had been done on costume
design, special effects and art direction on selected Japanese superheroes. The research
found major factors which could affect viewers to remember such characters from

Japanese superhero series.



