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As we stand at the threshold of a new year, |
welcome you to RMU4U Third Edition (January
2025). The start of a new year symbolizes renewal,
an opportunity to recalibrate our aspirations and
refresh our collective commitment to academic
excellence, research endeavours, and impactful
scholarly contributions.

The year 2024 saw significant progress within our
academic and research community. It was a
testament to the passion, perseverance, and
creativity of all members of the UiTM Kedah family.
As we reflect on those accomplishments, let us also
look ahead with determination to elevate our
efforts in research, publication, and innovation. Let
2025 be the year we chart new pathways for

;E" .discovery and collaboration, bringing our work to
greater heights.

This year, | encourage all of us to reaffirm our scholarly goals by setting clear,
measurable targets for research outputs, impactful writings, and knowledge sharing,
aiming to contribute meaningfully to society both locally and globally. Let us strengthen
research collaborations by building networks across disciplines, faculties, and
institutions to foster cross-disciplinary solutions to real-world challenges. At the same
time, we must focus on innovation by exploring new ideas, embracing digital tools, and
pioneering creative solutions that align with global trends and local needs. Above all, let
us support each other by sharing expertise, mentoring the next generation, and
collaborating to overcome challenges, creating a thriving research ecosystem where
everyone uplifts one another.

Let this be a year where we balance ambition with reflection, passion with purpose, and
innovation with impact. The Research Management Unit (RMU) remains steadfast in
supporting your research journey through resources, platforms, and opportunities for
growth.

As we embark on this new chapter, | wish each of you the strength to pursue your
aspirations and the resilience to overcome any obstacles. Together, let us make 2025 a
year of breakthroughs, achievements, and shared successes.

Here's to a productive and inspiring year ahead.

Sincerely,

@nﬁ pr @M cwu/
Acting Rector, UiTM Kedah

RMU4U BULLETIN, UiTM CAWANGAN KEDAH
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Dear Readers,

| am pleased to announce the return of the RMU4U
Bulletin with Volume 3, showcasing a diverse array of
academic inquiries and professional perspectives
across multiple themes. This edition continues our
commitment to facilitating intellectual exchange and
presenting research that engages with contemporary g

issues. ° ‘

In this volume, the Law & Policy theme stands out with
the highest number of contributions, featuring 14
papers that explore significant aspects of governance,
justice, and societal well-being. These papers highlight
the role of legal frameworks and policies in addressing
current challenges and contributing to societal
development.
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CROSSROADS OF FAITH AND
CREATIVITY IN ISLAMIC
THOUGHT, INDUSTRIAL DESIGN,
AND TECHNOLOGICAL ART

Nazirul Mubin bin Awang Besar & Qatrunnisa binti Shariff
College of Creative Arts,

Universiti Teknologi MARA Cawangan Kedah, Kampus
Sungai Petani, Kedah, Malaysia
nazirulab@uitm.edu.my & gatrunnisa@uitm.edu.my

Islamic thought has significantly influenced
various fields, including art, science, and
technology, shaping modern industrial
design and technological art. At the core
of Islamic art and design traditions are
values such as balance, harmony, and
beauty, which reflect a worldview where
creativity is closely linked to spiritual
responsibility. This perspective continues to
influence contemporary design practices
by prioritising ethical considerations,
sustainability, and aesthetic values in

innovation (Riasat Islam, 2020).

During the Golden Age of Islam (8th to 14th
centuries), art, design, and science
developed in parallel, with scholars like Al-
Khwarizmi and lbn Sina bridging creative
expression and technological
advancement. Islamic geometric patterns
and calligraphy became central to artistic
forms, while architectural masterpieces
such as the Alhambra and the Suleymaniye
Mosque exemplified the convergence of
faith and  creativity.  This  period
underscores the longstanding relationship
between art and science in Islamic thought
(Ruggles, 2016).

Designer’s Thoughts
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The philosophy of Tawhid (the unity of God)
is central to Islamic design thinking,
viewing creativity as a form of worship that
reflects divine beauty and order. The
Qur'an  encourages  exploration and
rationality, ~ while  Islamic  principles
emphasise that creativity should benefit

society, uphold justice, and promote
sustainability.  This  ethical  approach
continues to influence contemporary

industrial design, where moral responsibility

is integral to problem-solving (Sardar,
2018).

In  today's design landscape, Islamic
principles  guide  eco-friendly  and
sustainable  practices, particularly in
architecture  and  technological  art.

Designers in the Middle East and Southeast
Asia are incorporating Islamic values into
functional,  environmentally  conscious
designs, such as solar energy technology
and green architecture. Additionally, the
intricate  patterns  of Islamic geometry
influence  digital  technologies,  with
applications in algorithmic design and 3D
art, ensuring that technological
advancements align with ethical standards
and societal well-being (Sardar, 2018; El
Amrani, 2021).
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