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4. Report

4.1 Executive Summary

The objective of this study is to examine factors influencing students to choose accounting as

their academic program. Utilizing the Theory of Reasoned Action, the study predicts that

attitude towards accounting subject and subjective norm influence students' intention to

choose accounting as their academic program. Approximately 400 questionnaires were sent

to accounting students of Universiti Teknologi MARA Kelantan. From this amount, 340

students responded with response rate of 85.0 percent. The results were analyzed using

SPSS 17 and from the findings, it can be concluded that attitude towards accounting

program and subjective norms are positively related to the intention to choose accounting as

an academic program. The findings provide insights for policy makers, accounting

professional bodies and higher learning institutions in promoting the accounting program to

tertiary students.
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4.2 Introduction

The shortage of accounting professionals is attributed to many reasons such as corporate
scandals, nature of accounting subjects and accounting curriculum. Ironically, the successive
corporate scandals and malfeasance to a great extent have tarnished the accounting profession.
The public perceive that the accountants are lacking of integrity and they are more interested
in making profit rather than to act within the public interest. As a result, the public lost their
confidence on the profession and this situation to some extent keeps the students away. They
have no interest to pursue studies in this discipline. Apart from the scandals, the students
perceive that the profession is facing the perilous future and the subject is dull and boring
(Albrecht & Sack, 2000). In response to the nation's demand for accounting professionals, all
parties such as the government, accounting professional bodies and institutions of higher
learning should imperatively attract top-quality students to choose accounting as their
academic program. This phenomenon is acute and serious and before the problem worsens,
the factors that influence or hinder the decision to choose accounting as the academic program
should be given greater concern and need to be identified.

This study intends to use the model proposed by TRA. Factors that influence students' choice
are identified from previous research and categorized according to the TRA framework. Thus,
the study will examine the following research objectives:

• To examine the relationship between students' attitudes towards accounting program
and their intention to choose accounting as the academic program.

• To examine the relationship between students' subjective norms and their intention to
choose accounting as the academic program.

This study is hoped to provide insights into the factors that influence the students' decision to
choose accounting as their academic program. It is hope that the findings revealed by the
current study can be used by the institutions of higher learning and accounting professional
bodies to strategize relevant actions in overcoming the shortage of professional accountants.
In response to financial scandals, it is important to attract more quality students who possess
these criteria to join the accounting field. Thus, the current study is a significant effort to
discover the positive aspects of accounting to be promoted not only to students, but to the
public at large.

It is noted that majority of prior research in this area took place in foreign countries with
different economic, social and culture settings. To the best of our knowledge, local research
remains scarce. Therefore, it becomes one of the significance of this study to explore this
issue within the context of Malaysia as there may not be 'one size fits all' solutions.
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