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As we stand at the threshold of a new year, |
welcome you to RMU4U Third Edition (January
2025). The start of a new year symbolizes renewal,
an opportunity to recalibrate our aspirations and
refresh our collective commitment to academic
excellence, research endeavours, and impactful
scholarly contributions.

The year 2024 saw significant progress within our
academic and research community. It was a
testament to the passion, perseverance, and
creativity of all members of the UiTM Kedah family.
As we reflect on those accomplishments, let us also
look ahead with determination to elevate our
efforts in research, publication, and innovation. Let
2025 be the year we chart new pathways for

;E" .discovery and collaboration, bringing our work to
greater heights.

This year, | encourage all of us to reaffirm our scholarly goals by setting clear,
measurable targets for research outputs, impactful writings, and knowledge sharing,
aiming to contribute meaningfully to society both locally and globally. Let us strengthen
research collaborations by building networks across disciplines, faculties, and
institutions to foster cross-disciplinary solutions to real-world challenges. At the same
time, we must focus on innovation by exploring new ideas, embracing digital tools, and
pioneering creative solutions that align with global trends and local needs. Above all, let
us support each other by sharing expertise, mentoring the next generation, and
collaborating to overcome challenges, creating a thriving research ecosystem where
everyone uplifts one another.

Let this be a year where we balance ambition with reflection, passion with purpose, and
innovation with impact. The Research Management Unit (RMU) remains steadfast in
supporting your research journey through resources, platforms, and opportunities for
growth.

As we embark on this new chapter, | wish each of you the strength to pursue your
aspirations and the resilience to overcome any obstacles. Together, let us make 2025 a
year of breakthroughs, achievements, and shared successes.

Here's to a productive and inspiring year ahead.

Sincerely,

@nﬁ pr @M cwu/
Acting Rector, UiTM Kedah

RMU4U BULLETIN, UiTM CAWANGAN KEDAH
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Dear Readers,

| am pleased to announce the return of the RMU4U
Bulletin with Volume 3, showcasing a diverse array of
academic inquiries and professional perspectives
across multiple themes. This edition continues our
commitment to facilitating intellectual exchange and
presenting research that engages with contemporary g

issues. ° ‘

In this volume, the Law & Policy theme stands out with
the highest number of contributions, featuring 14
papers that explore significant aspects of governance,
justice, and societal well-being. These papers highlight
the role of legal frameworks and policies in addressing
current challenges and contributing to societal
development.




Home, Private,

and Formal
Education in
Malaysia:
Which Option Do
You Prefer?

Siti Norfazlina Yusoff

Faculty of Administrative Science and Policy Studies,
Universiti Teknologi MARA, Cawangan Kedah, Kampus
Sungai Petani, Kedah, Malaysia

fazlina83éeuitm.edu.my

Home Schooling, Private Schooling and Formal Schooling

Home education, often known as home schooling, is an alternative educational approach in which
parents teach their children at home rather than sending them to formal school (Ray, 2000). Many
parents decide to homeschool their children for various reasons, such as adapting to the children’s
pace of learning and needs. The setting is chosen by parents, and it depends on the suitability for

learning purposes.

For parents who have chosen to homeschool, this is a huge commitment to monitor their children’s
progress. Importantly, it requires persistent efforts from the parents to make sure that their children
can develop the necessary skills which are not offered in the formal school. It is therefore advisable
to have a thorough understanding of children’s needs before opting to homeschooling. The existing
factors should be taken into consideration, such as the adaptation of the new lifestyle, cost,

commitment, and strategic planning for the future.
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Due to rapid changes in technology, home education can
also be done virtually, such as via online learning. These
platforms require parents to fully handle their children. The
parents can also opt for private tuition or a learning center
for different courses. Interestingly, this approach is able to
expose them to the new environment and to interact with
other kids.

Other available choices are private schooling. Parents
who are financially advantaged may send their children to
private school. There are many types of private schools in
Malaysia. At the elementary level, the available options
are private academic schools, international schools, and
private /state-funded schools. Formal schooling is a formal
education system under the Ministry of Education (MOE).

Why Do Parents Home Schooling or Private Schooling
Their Children?

Home schooling has become a feasible choice among
educated parents to fulfill their children’s needs (Mohd
Yusof, 2023). Among the reasons considered by parents
are the ability to provide their children with learning
flexibility, gaining necessary skills that are not available in
formal schools, bullying issues, syllabus density, children
with special needs, and many other factors.

Apart from home schooling, parents who are financially
advantaged will send their children to private school. A
lower staff-to-student ratio allows for a more
comprehensive education system (Ray, 2000). It provides
an opportunity for children to have more concentration
during the learning process.

Benefits of Home Schooling

Despite having different views on this matter, parents have
the right to opt for an outstanding education for their
children. This is because homeschooling allows both
parents and children to personalize their education based
on unique needs. Moreover, it offers a unique syllabus,
flexibility, safety, and family bonding.



Consideration

e Environment

e Curriculum

e Schedule

e Socialization

e Cost

* Learning
Duration

References

Which O|i)iion Do You Prefer?
Comparison Between Homeschooling, Private Schooling, and Formal Schooling

Home or in a variety o
other settings chosen
by both parents and
cKiIdren

Depending on the
suitability of learning
purpose

Adaptable to the
children’s pace of
learning and needs
Can use syllabus from
Ministry of Education
(MOE)

Can choose SPM or
IGCSE

Highly flexible / can
set their own time
Ratio 1:1

Requires proactive

efforts by the parents.

Can join
homeschooling
community activities,
clubs and so on.

Less cost / varies
widely depending on
the chosen curriculum
and activities.
Sometimes it involves
a high cost for
senging to private
center/clubs and so
on.

Depending on the
suitability and
readiness of the
children

Private Schooling

e School building with

structured classrooms

Standardized
curriculum by the MOE
(SPM) or designed by
the school such as

British syllabuses
(IGCSE

Fixed schedule
Structured and
routine-based,
providing consistency.

Daily interaction with
classmate

High cost

Around 6 hours per-
day

Formal Schooling

School building with
structured classrooms

Standardized
curriculum by the MOE
(SPM)

Fixed schedule

2 sessions a day
(morning session and
afternoon session)

Daily interaction with
Classmate (typically, a
single class comprises
20, 30, 40, or even
more students)

Subsidized by the
government

Around 6 hours per

dcg/.
[t does not include
extra class for UPKK

(Ujian Penilaian Kelas
KAFA)
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