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As we stand at the threshold of a new year, |
welcome you to RMU4U Third Edition (January
2025). The start of a new year symbolizes renewal,
an opportunity to recalibrate our aspirations and
refresh our collective commitment to academic
excellence, research endeavours, and impactful
scholarly contributions.

The year 2024 saw significant progress within our
academic and research community. It was a
testament to the passion, perseverance, and
creativity of all members of the UiTM Kedah family.
As we reflect on those accomplishments, let us also
look ahead with determination to elevate our
efforts in research, publication, and innovation. Let
2025 be the year we chart new pathways for

;E" .discovery and collaboration, bringing our work to
greater heights.

This year, | encourage all of us to reaffirm our scholarly goals by setting clear,
measurable targets for research outputs, impactful writings, and knowledge sharing,
aiming to contribute meaningfully to society both locally and globally. Let us strengthen
research collaborations by building networks across disciplines, faculties, and
institutions to foster cross-disciplinary solutions to real-world challenges. At the same
time, we must focus on innovation by exploring new ideas, embracing digital tools, and
pioneering creative solutions that align with global trends and local needs. Above all, let
us support each other by sharing expertise, mentoring the next generation, and
collaborating to overcome challenges, creating a thriving research ecosystem where
everyone uplifts one another.

Let this be a year where we balance ambition with reflection, passion with purpose, and
innovation with impact. The Research Management Unit (RMU) remains steadfast in
supporting your research journey through resources, platforms, and opportunities for
growth.

As we embark on this new chapter, | wish each of you the strength to pursue your
aspirations and the resilience to overcome any obstacles. Together, let us make 2025 a
year of breakthroughs, achievements, and shared successes.

Here's to a productive and inspiring year ahead.

Sincerely,

@nﬁ pr @M cwu/
Acting Rector, UiTM Kedah

RMU4U BULLETIN, UiTM CAWANGAN KEDAH
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Dear Readers,

| am pleased to announce the return of the RMU4U
Bulletin with Volume 3, showcasing a diverse array of
academic inquiries and professional perspectives
across multiple themes. This edition continues our
commitment to facilitating intellectual exchange and
presenting research that engages with contemporary g

issues. ° ‘

In this volume, the Law & Policy theme stands out with
the highest number of contributions, featuring 14
papers that explore significant aspects of governance,
justice, and societal well-being. These papers highlight
the role of legal frameworks and policies in addressing
current challenges and contributing to societal
development.
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ENVIRONMENTAL
PUBLIC INTEREST

LITIGATION:

Nur Irinah Mohamad Sirat, Rohayati Hussin and Nurul Mazrah Manshor
Faculty of Law, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Cawangan Kedah, Kampus Sungai Petani, Kedah, Malaysia
irinaheuitm.edu.my; roha427euitm.edu.my; mazraheuitm.edu.my

In Malaysia, our legal system operates under common
law, which shapes the accessibility of civil litigation,
particularly in environmental cases. An important
principle to recognise is locus standi, which indicates
that only individuals or entities with o significant
interest or stake in a matter are eligible o seek judicial
remedies. Understanding this concept is crucial in the
context of legal proceedings. In addition, this principle
aims to ensure that the right people are involved in
legal proceedings; it can limit opportunities for
redress, especially in cases concerning environmental
damage.

45 | Law & Policy

As awareness of the need fo protect our environment
continues to grow—especially given the increasing
environmental crises we face—there's a pressing need
to balance development with conservation. Countries
the path
development, often struggle between economic

like  Malaysia, navigating toward
growth and environmental protection. Unfortunately,
the environment, the actual victim in many of these
scenarios, lacks a voice in legal matters to express its
grievances. This is where public interest litigation holds
promise for advocacy. Granting the public locus standi
empowers concemed citizens fo take a stand on
environmental issues, as these concerns resonate with

the greater good, impacting everyone in our society.




Malaysia's evolving environmental law  landscape
presents a positive outlook for future developments. By
acknowledging the value of public interest litigation
and embracing a broader interpretation of locus
standi, we can empower individuals and groups to
pursue environmental justice. This reflects a growing
recognition that the health of our planet is a shared
concern for us all, and everyone should have a voice in

advocating for its protection. Together, we can work

toward a future where environmental issues can be
addressed, ensuring a healthier planet for generations
to comel!
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