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Pavilion Hide and Seek as a Sustainable Social Hub
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ABSTRACT

The intake of students at Uitm Seri Iskandar is increasing from time to time, and yet they do not
have any social hub or a Chill place. Therefore, designing Chill places that are beneficial and
provide much-needed space for students involves integrating elements that support learning,
social interaction, and relaxation. The Social hub designed for students serves as a multi-
functional space that fosters learning, social interaction, and cultural engagement in the outdoor
environment. Therefore, the idea of a social hub place is to help students with Study and Learning
Spaces, Social Interactions, and Events and Activities. This place is close to the main entrance
of UITM SERI ISKANDAR and faces the lake. Since all UiTM students are Malaysian citizens,
applying the Malay language to the concept of Selection "Kerawang: Punca Rahsia" to design a
social hub is a good idea. This idea reveals an intricate design hidden in plain sight, like a "Hide
& Seek" game concept. This structure combines traditional architectural elements with modern
educational needs, creating an open, versatile, and inviting area that supports various student
activities. Key features include an elevated platform for group discussions and events, flexible
seating arrangements, and integration of technology, such as Wi-Fi and charging stations, to
enhance the learning experience. The use of sustainable materials and environmentally
conscious design ensures the social hub is both durable and harmonious with its natural
surroundings. Additionally, the structure's design reflects the cultural identity of Malay students,
providing a sense of belonging and pride. The social hub is not only a shelter but also a chill place
that promotes collaboration, creativity, and relaxation, making it an essential part of the student
campus experience. The design idea of this social hub is expected to contribute to sustainability
in its operations and give hope to students to support learning, and social interaction to build
identity in becoming valuable people in the future.

KEYWORDS: Social interaction, multi-functional, learning, versatile, sustainable

DESIGN DESCRIPTION

The Social Hub for students is designed to be a versatile and flexible facility that incorporates
student identity, sustainability, and interactive features, creating a vibrant centre for education,
socialising, and leisure activities. The design combines classic architectural aspects with
contemporary functionality, resulting in a significant campus landmark that represents the spirit
and inventiveness of the student community (Lippman, 2013). The semi-open building showcases
an elevated platform, adorned with an undulating roof that draws inspiration from Malay
architecture. This design not only offers shade but also encourages natural airflow. This design
guarantees a pleasant atmosphere even during hot weather conditions (Lopez-Chao & Lopez-
Pena, 2021).
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Interactive walls, such as whiteboards and digital screens, foster creativity and cooperation, while
contemporary technology, including Wi-Fi access and charging stations, guarantees that the area
is well-equipped for academic and social activities (Sirinterlikci, 2018). The promotion of inclusivity
is achieved by incorporating design components that are easily accessible and by using energy-
efficient lighting, which improves both safety and ambience (McMahon & Bhamra, 2012). The
open layout of the hub allows for flexible seating configurations, enabling it to accommodate group
conversations, individual studies, and workshops. It functions as a central hub, promoting a
feeling of camaraderie and inclusion among students (Leicht et al., 2009). The building is very
adaptable and can accommodate small-scale events and performances. lts modular design
enables easy reconfiguration or enlargement based on requirements. The hub places a strong
emphasis on sustainability by including eco-friendly materials such as bamboo and repurposed
wood. This not only strengthens its connection to nature but also promotes mental well-being
(Okonchenko & Okonchenko, 2023).
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Figure 1: Idea and concept Figure 2: Design programming

Figure 3: Final design
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NOVELTY AND UNIQUENESS

Incorporating technology, sustainability, and cultural relevance, the uniquely creative and
adaptable building that is the Social Hub for students transcends conventional architecture. The
campus community depends on this dynamic area since it offers a flexible and motivating
atmosphere for well-being and education. Using environmentally- friendly building techniques and
materials like carbon fibre and wood, the Dynamic Roof Structure—which can change with the
seasons—showcases movable components and interchangeable stages making the Social Hub
flexible for several uses. Inspired by traditional Malay homes, this area blends modern technology
with ancient architectural elements to provide a fusion of history and contemporary design trends.
Furthermore, improving the educational process for students are outdoor education technologies
including sound systems and digital whiteboards.

BENEFITS TO MANKIND

For students, the Social Hub is a thorough system that tackles important problems, advances
welfare on campus, and fosters environmental responsibility. To satisfy local requirements as well
as worldwide ones, it provides social, cultural, educational, and financial advantages. Through its
creative design and multifarious purposes, it improves the learning process, and the student
experience, and the global community becomes more linked. The centre offers students a serene
setting free from distractions so they may unwind and connect, therefore promoting their general
well-being. Offering long-term financial gains, its sustainable design encourages biodiversity,
supports local wildlife, and lowers energy costs, therefore acting as a model for environmentally
friendly construction and sustainable living at the university.

COMMERCIAL POTENTIAL

This project is to establish The Social Hub, an inclusive area meant to meet the changing
demands of modern students, thereby building a vibrant community inside the university campus.
The Social Hub presents a fresh chance for a creative learning environment improving students’
knowledge experience, output, and environmental sustainability. Furthermore, its modular
design—Ilike putting together a massive puzzle—represents a construction breakthrough that lets
one be flexible, and simple assembly is possible. The project stresses building an ideal
environment for connectivity and functionality by knowing and using the particular demands of
students.

CONCLUSION

In education, social hubs present a creative and multifarious way to improve the surroundings for
learning. Their adaptive and sustainable learning environments give a competitive advantage and
satisfy market needs. They encourage sustainability and lower the environmental impact by
blending traditional and modern design with eco-friendly materials, therefore tackling important
problems in contemporary schooling. The whole approach of the design makes it indispensable
for educational institutions and predicts future developments in sustainability and technologies.
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