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2.0 INTRODUCTION

Zakat is a word derived from the word (S ) meaning pure and fertile, including clean,
blessing, growing, and good for zakat wealth, zakat payers, and zakat receivers. While in terms
of terms, even though the scholars put it in editorials that are slightly different from each other,
the principle is the same, that is, zakat is part of the property with certain conditions, which
Allah SWT obliges the owner to hand over to those who are wealthy. entitled to receive it with
certain conditions as well. The relationship between the meaning of zakat according to the
language and the understanding according to the term is very real and very close, that is the
wealth that is given out as zakat will be a blessing, grow, develop, and increase, holy and good.

This is as stated in surah at-Taubah: 103.
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"Take zakat from some of their wealth, with that zakat you clean and purify them, and pray for
them. Indeed, your prayer is peace of mind for them. And Allah is All-Hearing and All-
Knowing."

Zakah governs the minimum wealth contribution, making it a religious obligation from
which the individual cannot absolve himself or seek relief because it is society's right to be
used for the benefit of the poor and crippled people and classes. In its proper sense, zakah when
done properly, strengthens both the individual's sense of relationship to the community and the
community's awareness of the value of the individual, and it establishes mutual solidarity
between them by forging a strong bond between rich and poor. It does this by showing how the
community is strengthened by the individual's strength and weakened by his weakness. In this
way, zakah is an expression of the belief that all in the cosmos belongs to God alone and that
what people possess is a trust over which God has appointed them as trustees, entrusted with

the responsibility of fulfilling it in accordance with His instructions:
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“Have faith in Allah and His Messenger, and spend (in the way of charity) part of the wealth
(God's gift) that you have been given to control as a representative. So those who believe among

you and they spend (part of that wealth in the way of Allah); they still get a great reward.”

In this way, a zakah is an act of worship that, like prayer, draws the believer closer to
his Lord. Since zakah is one of the tenets of religion, refusing to pay it is an example of shirk

(serving gods other than God).





