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ABSTRACT

Generic names are approved names given to all drugs/medications and are usually
related to their chemical structures and the medical classifications of the drugs; while
non-generic names may refer to brand names, proprietary names, trade names or
manufacturer’s names. The aim of this research is to study the frequency of use of non-
generic medication names by prescribers in the prescriptions of Hospital Seberang Jaya.
This is a prospective study that was carried out in the setting of Outpatient Pharmacy
Department (OPD), Hospital Seberang Jaya (HSJ). The involvement of the prescribers
(House Officers, Medical Officers and Specialists) of Hospital Seberang Jaya is indirect
as the method of our study was collecting and screening the prescriptions issued by them
and later dispensed by the OPD. The prescriptions were our study subject which are
directly related to the topic. The major findings from our study are out of 2000
prescriptions was screened from November 2012 and December 2012, more than half of
the slips collected and screened are present with the use of non-generic medication names.
The most used abbreviation is PCM while MMT, HCTZ, EES and GTN follow from a far
behind. Meanwhile the most used brand name is Piriton, while Aspirin and Tramal follow
closely behind. The abundance of the said abbreviations and brand names is due to the
common practice of doctors prescribing antihistamines and analgesics to treat some
common health conditions of the patients. Though most abbreviations and brand names
used in the prescription slips are familiar to pharmacy personnel, it is hoped that this
study can implicate the significance of having a standard guideline of prescribing for a

better overall healthcare service.
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.2

Introduction

Throughout the many years, pharmaceutical practice has seen the use of
both generic and non-generic names in prescribing medications for patients.
Though the pharmacy personnel are mostly familiar with both generic and non-
generic medication names, the difference between the names and the significance

it holds persists.

Background

As we started our attachment in the Out-Patient Pharmacy Department,
Hospital Seberang Jaya, we noticed the practice of using multiple names by the
prescribers, ie. generic names (Paracetamol, Chlorpheniramine maleate,
Acetylsalicylic acid..), brand names (Betaloc, Ponstan, Piriton..), abbreviations of

generic names (PCM, ASA, CMC..) or chemical names (KMnO4 NaHCO:s..).

Although the use generic and non-generic drug names in the prescription
is frequently carried out in the hospital setting, we do admit that this practice
rarely brings about any serious errors in prescription filling. However, this proves
that there are no fixed standards applied when it comes to the practice of

prescribing.

Furthermore, patients may issue or refer the prescriptions to private
healthcare practices, such as private hospitals and community pharmacies. The
personnel serving these practices may not be familiar with such prescribing

practice and possible mistakes in medication supply may occur.

On a side note, generic names provide the pharmacological and chemical

classes of most classes. This helps pharmacists and pharmacy personnel in the

prescription dispensing as well as patient counseling process.




UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA
KAMPUS BERTAM
APRIL 2013

FACULTY OF PHARMACY

THE USE OF NON-GENERIC NAMES IN
PRESCRIPTIONS BY PRESCRIBERS IN
HOSPITAL SEBERANG JAYA

SITI KHADIJAH BINTI ABU BAKAR

MOHAMMAD NIAZURUL SYAZWAN BIN SAARANI
NUR HAZWANI BINTI SAMSUDIN



