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Digital Connectivity

In the dynamic realm of UNESCO World
Heritage sites and rural landscapes in

Malaysia, the integration of digital
technology has sparked transformative
changes in conservation efforts. Preceding
the digital revolution, obstacles like limited
information access and ineffective
communication posed challenges to
preserving cultural heritage in rural
regions. However, with the advent of social
media platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, Twitter, and TikTok, Malaysian

rural communities now possess potent
tools to surmount these barriers. These
platforms enable them to showcase the
vibrant cultural legacies of their
landscapes to a global audience, fostering

dialogue and rallying support for
conservation initiatives.

Furthermore, social media is crucial for
community engagement in rural landscape
preservation throughout Malaysia. Online
forums, groups, and events allow
residents, stakeholders, and allies to
collaborate and share ideas. This digital
interconnectedness empowers individuals
of all generations to embrace their cultural
heritage, allowing them to influence the
direction of their communities'
conservation efforts. Younger generations,
mainly active on platforms like TikTok and
Instagram, contribute vibrant and creative
content that engages audiences and

.

sparks interest in rural landscapes.
Meanwhile, older age groups often prefer
Facebook and Twitter, where they share
traditional knowledge and historical
insights. Through this diverse array of
social media platforms utilized by different
age groups, rural inhabitants in Malaysia
emerge as proactive advocates,
spearheading initiatives to safeguard their
cultural landscapes for the prosperity of
future generations.

Dusun Riffaa Changlun
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Global Reach, Local Impact:
Social Media‘'s Role for Rural
Landscape Conservation

Social media platforms have become
indispensable tools for amplifying the
voices of local communities in UNESCO
World Heritage conservation and the
preservation of rural cultural landscapes
in Malaysia. By transcending
geographical barriers, these platforms
enable individuals to highlight their
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landscapes' cultural and environmental
significance, instilling a sense of pride and
ownership in their heritage. Through digital
storytelling and engagement, rural
inhabitants in Malaysia are empowered to
share their narratives, thus raising
awareness about the importance of
preserving their cherished landscapes.
Furthermore, social media serves as a
catalyst for mobilizing action and
empowering communities to actively
participate in conservation efforts. By
providing a platform for dialogue and
collaboration, social media enables local
residents, stakeholders, and youth to take
control of their narratives and contribute to
preserving rural cultural landscapes.
Amidst UNESCO World Heritage sites and
Malaysia's cultural heritage, social media
plays a crucial role in engaging a global
audience, garnering support, and fostering
a collective sense of responsibility towards
conservation. The subsequent section
explores how social media contributes to
different aspects of conservation, ranging
from raising global awareness to
empowering local communities and
involving the youth.

i Global Awareness

Social media catalyzes community
engagement and participation in rural
cultural landscape conservation, fostering
collaboration and collective action toward
conservation goals, extending to initiatives
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efforts, including those in Malaysia. By
tapping into the power of social media,
individuals are empowered to become
stewards of their cultural heritage,

cultural treasures. identity.

This concerted effort extends to engaging
decision-makers and policymakers

ultimately enriching the dialogue and through social media channels. Malaysian
fostering a sense of collective advocates apply pressure to drive positive
responsibility for conservation initiatives. change and ensure the sustainable

Thus, social media is vital in amplifying
community voices and mobilizing support
for preserving rural cultural landscapes,
extending its impact to Malaysia and

management of rural cultural landscapes,
emphasizing the importance of
conservation efforts in Malaysia and
beyond. Malaysian involvement in social
beyond. media further amplifies these initiatives,
with local communities actively promoting
ii. Community Engagement and rural cultural landscape places with
Participation unique characters. Using digital platforms,
Malaysian advocates amplify their voices,
strengthen community engagement, and
mobilize resources to preserve rural
heritage sites, safeguarding their rich

cultural significan ce for future The traditio'r?al practice of fqot washing in Malay
. communities at Rumah Tiang 16, Lenggong
generations.

Social media catalyzes community
involvement and collaboration in
conserving rural cultural landscapes and
fostering collective efforts toward
conservation objectives. Social media
promotes cooperation and collective action R Choldsas ||

toward conservation goals. Through online h"ps"//ww"g;a;;: ;Z‘;gg%’;gggg;i?:f:82537782
forums, groups, and events, social media '

platforms establish virtual spaces where
rural communities in Malaysia and
elsewhere can seamlessly connect with
stakeholders and enthusiasts worldwide.
These digital platforms dissolve
geographical barriers, facilitating the
exchange of ideas, knowledge, and
resources among diverse audiences,
empowering individuals to take charge of
their cultural heritage and shape its
trajectory.

Tourism Malaysia @kakitravelnet

By strengthening the voices of
communities, social media platforms
empower them to assert their cultural
heritage in the digital landscape, ensuring
that their rich traditions and cherished
values are celebrated and preserved for

i future generations. Essentially, the role of
Wit social media in rural landscape
conservation transcends mere
conservation efforts; it emerges as a
vibrant platform for communities to
broadcast and reaffirm their cultural
identity in an ever-expanding digital
sphere, fostering a global appreciation for
the diversity and richness of rural cultural
heritage.

Active involvement in social media
democratizes participation, allowing
individuals to contribute their unique
perspectives and expertise, enriching
discussions, and propelling positive
change in efforts to conserve rural cultural
landscapes, including those in Malaysia.
By connecting the potential of social
media, individuals are encouraged to
become custodians of their cultural
heritage, ultimately enriching
conversations and nurturing a collective
sense of responsibility for conservation
endeavors. Hence, social media emerges
as a vital tool in raising community voices
and rallying support for preserving rural
cultural landscapes locally and globally.

V. Education and Outreach

The extensive reach of social media
platforms is crucial in enhancing
awareness and outreach efforts in rural
cultural landscape conservation,
encompassing Malaysia's unique regional
rural characteristics. These platforms
serve as invaluable educational resources,
offering diverse mediums like blogs,
) videos, and infographics through which

Photo credit: o Graival 4
https://www.facebook.com/dusunriffaachanglun communities can effectively disseminate
information, share compelling stories, and
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provide resources related to cultural
heritage preservation to a broad audience.
With engaging and visually captivating
content, social media enables
communities to educate the public about
the significance of their heritage,
conservation technigues, and
opportunities for involvement in
conservation initiatives.

This increased accessibility to information
empowers individuals to actively engage in
preservation efforts, fostering a profound
sense of connection and responsibility
toward safeguarding cultural landscapes.
Furthermore, social media facilitates
interactive discussions and knowledge
sharing, allowing for exchanging ideas and
best practices among communities,
experts, and enthusiasts. Thus, social
media emerges as a powerful tool for
fostering awareness and engagement in
rural cultural landscape conservation,
empowering individuals to make
meaningful contributions to preserving and
celebrating their shared cultural heritage.

Photo credit:
https://www.facebook.com/dusunriffaachanglun

vi. Crowdfunding and Resource
Mobilization

Although crowdfunding and resource
mobilization are still in their infancy in
Malaysia, these approaches hold immense
potential in rural cultural landscape
preservation. The transformative power of
social media platforms becomes evident

through mechanisms like crowdfunding
and resource mobilization facilitated by
the digital landscape. These dynamic
tools enable communities to launch
crowdfunding campaigns and gather
resources for their conservation efforts.
By leveraging social networks and online
fundraising tools, such as crowdfunding
platforms and donation features on social
media platforms, rural areas can connect
with diverse supporters, including
individuals, organizations, and
philanthropic bodies.

Despite being early, these crowdfunding
and resource mobilization efforts
democratize fundraising, providing
communities access to crucial financial
backing and expertise necessary for
implementing conservation projects. This
access to resources, which may
otherwise

be difficult to secure through conventional
means, empowers rural communities to
take charge of their cultural heritage
preservation initiatives. Moreover, social
media amplifies the impact and reach of
crowdfunding campaigns, allowing
communities to garner widespread
support and engagement on a global
scale. As a result, these efforts enable
rural communities in Malaysia to
spearhead their conservation aspirations
and turn them into tangible outcomes for
preserving their cultural landscapes.

Bagas Zakariah Orchard
Lodge

Photo credit:
https://www.facebook.com/BagasZakariah

vii. Tourism Promotion and
Economic Development

Social media plays a pivotal role in driving
tourism promotion and economic
development, with significant implications
for Malaysia's rise in rural tourism.
Platforms like Instagram, TikTok,
Facebook, and YouTube provide a
dynamic stage for showcasing the
country's diverse cultural landscapes and
enticing visitors to explore its hidden
gems. Through captivating visuals and
engaging content, Malaysian communities
can capture the attention of a global
audience, inviting travellers to immerse
themselves in the rich cultural heritage
and natural beauty of rural areas.

The infusion of tourism revenue boosts
economic growth and fuels Malaysia's
conservation efforts and community
development initiatives. This symbiotic
relationship between tourism promotion,
economic prosperity, and cultural
preservation empowers rural areas to
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thrive financially while safeguarding their
unique heritage for future generations.
Thus, social media emerges as a vital
catalyst in nurturing sustainable tourism
and fostering economic vitality in
Malaysia's rural regions, ultimately
preserving and enhancing its cultural
landscapes.

Photo credit:
httos://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=bagas

%20zakariah%20orchard%20lodge @Meor
Fared Meor Razali

viii. Capacity Building and
Networking

In Malaysia, social media platforms serve
as vigorous hubs where individuals
dedicated to rural landscape conservation
connect with a broad spectrum of
stakeholders, including the public, local
authorities, and tourism operators.
Through channels like Instagram and
TikTok, these conservation enthusiasts
share real-time updates on conservation
projects and vividly showcase the allure
and significance of rural landscapes,
garnering a growing following of engaged
supporters.

However, the impact of these efforts
extends beyond mere followership.
Followers actively contribute to spreading
conservation messages by sharing photos
of scenic landscapes and recounting their
experiences visiting these areas. This
user-generated content amplifies
awareness about conservation issues and
inspires others to join the cause and take
action. As a result, social media becomes
a dynamic ecosystem where followers play
a crucial role in disseminating information
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and fostering a collective commitment to
preserving Malaysia's rural cultural
landscapes. Within this digital landscape,
followers become advocates and ?

ix. Youth Engagement and
Empowerment

In Malaysia, a vibrant cohort of young
independent researchers and explorers is
exploiting the potential of social media
platforms like Instagram, YouTube, and
personal blogs to

immerse themselves in rural cultural
landscape preservation. Through visually
captivating content, they document their
journeys across rural areas, spotlighting
these landscapes' rich cultural heritage
and environmental significance. Utilizing
trendy concepts such as "outfit of the day"
(OOTD), they infuse their posts with
aesthetic appeal, drawing in young
travellers eager for visually stimulating
content on social media. This innovative
approach opens new avenues for
adventurous souls to discover and explore
the hidden gems of Malaysia's rural
landscape places.

Digital information at Lenggong Geopark

Photo credit: Nash Jalaludin

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1016000
0909672112&set=pch.10160000518197112

Their digital narratives raise awareness
about rural cultural landscape
conservation and inspire peers to join
conservation efforts. Collaborating closely
with local stakeholders, they lead research
and conservation projects and promote
sustainability. Through active involvement,
they emerge as influential advocates,
shaping the conservation narrative on
social media and bridging past traditions
with future endeavours. Additionally, the
trend of food hunting among youth boosts
rural tourism by showcasing local
delicacies and lesserknown destinations
on social platforms, enhancing cultural
significance.

Traditional Malay dishes served at Rumah
Tiang 16, Lenggong

Photo credit:
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=465628
2537782337&set=pch.4656287324448525

Tourism Malaysia @zulfizal

Innovating Cultural Landscape
Conservation: Empowering
Communities Forward

In developing the power of social media for
rural cultural landscape conservation,
communities of all generations play vital
roles alongside stakeholders in shaping a
future where heritage preservation drives
positive change and empowerment. With
their digital fluency and creativity, the
youth lead the charge by using platforms
like Instagram, TikTok, and YouTube to
showcase the beauty and significance of
rural landscapes. Their engaging content
attracts younger audiences, inspiring them
to connect with their cultural heritage and
become advocates for conservation.

Meanwhile, adults and older community
members contribute their wisdom and
experience to conservation efforts,
providing valuable insights into traditional
practices and historical knowledge.
Through social media like Facebook, they
share stories of their connection to the
land, fostering a sense of belonging and
identity among younger generations.

Lake view at Tasik Raban, Lenggong

Photo credit:
https.//www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=465628
2537782337&set=pcb.4656287324448525

Tourism Malaysia @rumahtiang16

Collaborating with stakeholders like local
authorities, NGOs, and heritage
organizations, these partnerships across
generations utilize social media's
extensive reach and impact to boost
conservation messages, increasing
awareness and engagement among
various audiences. Looking ahead, this
inclusive strategy for rural landscape
conservation, enabled by social media,
holds the potential to foster vibrant
communities where preserving heritage
enhances lives and empowers people for
the long term.
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