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1. Introduction

A. Statement of the problem

This is a review on factors influencing the performance of UPSR English Paper
by pupils of SK RPR Batu Kawa, Kuching in 2003. The goal is to introduce reader (s)
to an indepth study of factors influencing the performance of UPSR English paper, while
stressing the importance of historical argument and historiographical perspective.

All the data and evidence of the factors were gathered from the 2002 and 2003
UPSR examination results as well as from English teachers, parents and students.
Factors mentioned in this review did help influence the performance of UPSR English
results of SK RPR Batu Kawa, Kuching in 2003, as this year the school produced the

best result in its history.

B.  Purpose of the study

The purpose of the study is to identify specifically factors influencing the
performance of UPSR English Paper of SK RPR Batu Kawa, Kuching in 2003. In 2002
the passing rate of the UPSR English paper was only 72.3%. The school administration
felt that the result had to be improved for the following year. Consequently more
activities were introduced. With the implementation of those activities and the existing

activities, the result of the UPSR English paper in 2003 improved to 89.3 % passes.



Every factor helps and contributes to the performance of UPSR English paper as
there are written facts and figures attached. Interviews were also carried out with an
English teacher, a parent and students to get their comments and reflections on factors

influencing the performance of the results.

II.  Review of Literature

The key factor influencing the pupils’ learning is selecting the correct teaching
methodology. This has undoubtedly improved many aspects of language teaching
practices and has enriched the range on methodological option from which teacher can
choose. Holes says (1980:3), “ A good deal of what has been written about language
teaching over the last two decades (if not longer) seems to have been concerned with
finding better, or ideally, the best teaching method.” Every teaching situation involves
the interaction between a given teaching method, the students and the wider socio-
cultural context of learning.

Experienced teachers play an important role in influencing the performance of
learning. An experienced teacher is one who has been teaching long enough to have
established routines for classroom behaviour which are no longer subjected to regular re-

appraised or change. Ivan Tudor says (1993), “In other words, the teacher is a figure of



