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ABSTRACT 

 

Garcinia prainiana which is commonly known as ‘mencupu’ is one of the species from the family of 

Clusiaceae. The aim of this work is to prepare skin cream which is known as Garcin-P from the stem 

bark of G.prainiana and to evaluate the use of Garcin-P to treat skin problems. The water in oil emulsion 

method was used in the preparation of Garcin-P skin cream. Application of this cream on skin may 

reduce skin problems such as skin itching and inflammation.  The result revealed that Garcin-P has the 

potential to be utilized as an alternative remedy to combat skin infection. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

It is known that about 400 species of genus of Garcinia are distributed across Asia and 49 

species have been reported to grow in Malaysia. Garcinia prainiana which is commonly known 

as ‘mencupu’ is one of the species from the family of Clusiaceae. The lack of scientific studies 

on antioxidant activity and total phenolic content of stem bark of G. prainiana has led us to 

investigate the potential of this plant as an antioxidant source. Our current study revealed that 

ethyl acetate and methanol extracts of G. prainiana stem bark exhibited promising antioxidant 

activity, with IC50 values of 97.9631 µg/ml and 125.0517 µg/ml, respectively and total phenolic 

content of 112.2086 mg GAE/g sample. (Daud et al., 2022). This plant is also found to contain 

terpenoid compound which is responsible for antibacterial action against skin disease caused 

by bacteria. Previous study has reported the antioxidant and antibacterial activity of the leaves, 

fruit, and twigs of G. prianiana (Asang et al.,2018; Darwati et al., 2019) but not for the stem 

bark. Since the polar extract exhibited promising antioxidant activity, the water extract from G. 

prainiana stem bark is used in the formulation of skin cream from G.prainiana.  

2. METHODOLOGY  

The water extract of G. prainiana stem bark was dispersed in oil mixture using dispersion 

method. The water was added in oil emulsion until the perfect cream texture was obtained. No 

linolin was added in Garcin-P skincream as most linolin are taken from non-halal source and 

this indicates the novelty and uniqueness of Garcin-P skin cream. 
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3. FINDINGS  

The following figures show the result of the application of products from Garcin-P skin cream. 

It seems that the severity of the inflammation reduces. The potent result  might be due to the 

presence of antioxidative phenolic compound. Moreover, the presence of other active 

compound such as saponin might have probably contributed to the result obtained. Phenolic 

compound also can act as antibacterial just like saponin and terpenoid. Garcin-P skin cream is 

also free from non-halal ingredients and everyone can apply without hesitation. 

 
 

Figure 1 Before and After the Application of Garcin-P cream 

4. CONCLUSION  

The Garcin-P skin cream was successfully formulated from water in oil emulsion procedure. 

The application of Garcin-P helps to reduce the severity of skin problem as well as makes the 

skin stay healthy. Since Garcin-P was formulated without linolin, everyone can apply it without 

hesitation.  
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