




ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER 
PROFESSOR DR. ROSHIMA HAJI. SAID 

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR TS. DR. AZHARI MD HASHIM 

CHIEF EDITOR 
DR. JUNAIDA ISMAIL 

MANAGING EDITOR 
MOHD NAZIR RABUN 

COPY EDITOR 
SYAHRINI SHAWALLUDIN 

EDITORIAL TEAM 
AISHAH MUSA 

ETTY HARNIZA HARUN 
INTAN SYAHRIZA AZIZAN 

EDITORIAL TECHNICAL TEAM (MYCITE ADMINISTRATOR) 
KHAIRUL WANIS AHMAD 
NOOR AZLIN ABDULLAH 

MAZURIAH AHMAD 

EDITORIAL BOARD 

PROFESSOR DR. DIANA KOPEVA 
UNIVERSITY OF NATIONAL AND WORLD ECONOMY, SOFIA, BULGARIA 

PROFESSOR DR. KIYMET TUNCA CALIYURT 
FACULTY OF ACCOUNTANCY, TRAKYA UNIVERSITY, EDIRNE, TURKEY

 
PROFESSOR DR. M. NAUMAN FAROOQI 

FACULTY OF BUSINESS & SOCIAL SCIENCES, MOUNT ALLISON UNIVERSITY, 
NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA 

PROFESSOR DR. SIVAMURUGAN PANDIAN 
SCHOOL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE, UNIVERSITI SAINS MALAYSIA, PULAU PINANG 

DR. IRA PATRIANI 
FISIP, UNIVERSITAS TANJUNGPURA UNTAN, INDONESIA 

DR. RIZAL ZAMANI IDRIS 
FACULTY OF SOCIAL SCIENCE & HUMANITIES, 

UNIVERSITI MALAYSIA SABAH (UMS), SABAH 



DR. SIMON JACKSON 
FACULTY OF HEALTH, ARTS AND DESIGN, 

SWINBURNE UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY MELBOURNE, AUST 

DR. AZYYATI ANUAR 
FACULTY OF BUSINESS MANAGEMENT,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR. FARYNA MOHD KHALIS 
COLLEGE OF CREATIVE ARTS,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

DR IDA NORMAYA MOHD NASIR 
FACULTY COMPUTER SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS, 

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR MOHD FAIZAL JAMALUDIN  
FACULTY OF ACCOUNTANCY,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

DR. MUHAMAD KHAIRUL ANUAR ZULKEPLI 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

DR NOR ARDIYANTI AHMAD
FACULTY OF ADMINISTRATIVE SCIENCES & POLICY STUDIES, 

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

CONTENT EDITOR
 

PROF MADYA DR NOOR ZAHIRAH MOHD SIDEK, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

 
PROF MADYA DR NUR HISHAM IBRAHIM, 

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)PERAK BRANCH, MALAYSIA

PROF MADYA TS DR AZHARI BIN MD HASHIM, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

DR AZFAHANEE ZAKARIA, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR AZYYATI ANUAR, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR. FARYNA MOHD KHALIS, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 



DR IDA NORMAYA MOHD NASIR, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

DR JAZIMIN ZAKARIA, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

DR LAW KUAN KHENG, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UiTM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

DR SAKINATUL RAADIYAH ABDULLAH, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR MOHD RAMLAN MOHD ARSHAD, 
UITM SEREMBAN 3, MALAYSIA

DR MOHD ZOOL HILMIE MOHAMED SAWAL, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR NAZNI NOORDIN, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR NOR ARDYANTI BINTI AHMAD, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR NUR SYAZWANIE BINTI MANSOR, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR ROSHIDAH SAFEEI, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA 

DR. UNGKU KHAIRUNNIS, 
UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA, JOHOR, MALAYSIA

LANGUAGE REVIEWER 

ANNUR INITIATIVE RESOURCES PROOFREAD SERVICES SDN BHD

AZLAN ABD RAHMAN, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM) KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

DR JUWAIRIAH OSMAN, 
CENTER OF LANGUAGE STUDIES, UNIVERSITI MALAYA , MALAYSIA

DR NUR SYAZWANIE BINTI MANSOR, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA



DR ZARLINA MOHD ZAMARI, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)PERAK BRANCH, MALAYSIA

MOHD ZAKI RAMLI, 
PROOFREADER UNITED, MALAYSIA

MUHAMMAD AIMAN ABDUL HALIM, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM) PENANG BRANCH, MALAYSIA

MUHAMMAD IKHMAL BIN MOHD JAMIL, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM) SAMARAHAN 2 BRANCH, MALAYSIA

MUHAMMAD NASIRUDDIN AZIZ, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM) SHAH ALAM, MALAYSIA

MATHSPROOFREAD SDN BHD

NIK FATEEN SYAHIRAH NIK MOHD ZAKI, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM)  TERENGGANU BRANCH, MALAYSIA

NORLIZAWATI MD TAHIR, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM) KEDAH BRANCH, MALAYSIA

SHILA WALI ENTERPRISE PROOFREAD SDN BHD, NEGERI SEMBILAN

DR. UNGKU KHAIRUNNIS, 
CENTER OF LANGUAGE STUDIES, 

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MALAYSIA, JOHOR, MALAYSIA

YANG SALEHA ABD GHANI, 
ACADEMY OF LANGUAGE STUDIES,

UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA (UITM) PERLIS BRANCH, MALAYSIA



e-ISSN: 2682-7840

Copyright © 2024 by the Universiti Teknologi MARA Press

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or 
transmitted in any form or any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 

otherwise, without prior permission, in writing, from the publisher. 

© Voice of Academia is jointly published by the Universiti Teknologi MARA Caawangan Kedah, 
Malaysia and Penerbit UiTM (UiTM Press), Universiti Teknologi MARA Malaysia, 

Shah Alam, Selangor. 

The views, opinions and technical recommendations expressed by the contributors and authors 
are entirely their own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, the Faculty 

or the University.



TABLE 
CONTENTSof

UNDERSTANDING KNOWLEDGE TRANSFER BEHAVIOR IN MALAYSIAN
ORGANIZATIONS
Hairulniza Abd. Rahman1 & Kardina Kamaruddin2

PRIVATE CLINIC: IDENTITY AND IMAGE IN DESIGN TO SUPPORT RURAL
COMMUNITIES AT SUNGAI LIMAU, YAN, KEDAH
Normaziana binti Hassan1*, Zaidi Yusoff2, Shuhaila Md Shahid3, Muhammad Amin Juhari4 

& Muhammad Amer Shafie5

COMMUNITY-BASED REHABILITATION SERVICE EXPERIENCE, SATISFACTION
AND BEHAVIOURAL INTENTIONS: THE PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE
Nur Balqis Shufian1, Boo Ho Voon2* & Johari Abdullah3

EXPLORING THE DIMENSIONS OF SCHOOL BULLYING: PERCEPTIONS, GENDER 
DIFFERENCES, AND LEARNING IMPACTS AMONG SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
Nurul Amira Yusaini1, Nor Hafizah A Hamid2* & Zarith Sofiah Othman3

IMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIA TECHNOLOGY ON EFFICIENCY IN THE FOOD AND 
BEVERAGE MICROENTREPRENEURSHIP SECTOR
Mohamad Azli bin Razali1, Khairul Hidayat bin Rezo2*, Asmadi Mohammed Ghazali3, 
Hafizah binti Besar Sa’aid4 & Azyyati binti Anuar5

UNCOVERING THE SYNTAX OF NEWSPAPER EDITORIALS: A COLLECTIVE
CASE STUDY OF THE STAR, THE STRAITS TIMES, THE SUN, AND THE WALL
STREET JOURNAL
Muhammad Nasiruddin Aziz1* & Chai Moo Hung2

CULTURALLY SENSITIVE DESIGN: TRANSFORMING MEDIKLINIK AL WALEED
INTO A COMMUNITY- CENTRIC HEALTHCARE HEAVEN IN SUNGAI LIMAU,
YAN, KEDAH
Normaziana binti Hassan1*, Zaidi Yusoff2, Shuhaila Md Shahid3, Muhammad Amin Juhari4 

& Muhammad Amer Shafie5

INNOVATIVE DESIGN OF DUN HUANG CAISSON LOTUS PATTERN IN SUI DYNASTY
Kang Sujuan1, Mohd Nasiruddin Abdul Aziz2*, Nur Hisham Ibrahim3, Wang Yingli 4

THE CHALLENGES FACED BY VETERAN TEACHERS DURING OPEN AND DISTANCE 
LEARNING
Siti Illia Maisarah Johari1 , Saufianim Jana Aksah2*, Nor Aziyatul Izni3 Nooraini Zainuddin4 

& M. N. Mohammed5

UNRAVELLING THE NEXUS: A CONCEPTUAL EXPLORATION OF THE INTERPLAY 
BETWEEN SELF-CONGRUITY, SATISFACTION, AND BRAND LOYALTY IN URBAN 
COFFEE SHOPS
Nur Adriana Yusli1*, Muhammad Safuan Abdul Latip2 & Ahmad Esa Abdul Rahman3

DOES AUDIT QUALITY MODERATE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CORPORATE
RISK-TAKING AND FIRM PERFORMANCE?
Chia Chia Yong1 & Mohd Ashari Bakri2*

POST COVID-19 ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING: AN INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA 
EXPERIENCE
Yuyun Yulia 1*, Annisa Cahya Insani2, Shafinah Md Salle3 & Ima Widyastut4

DOES BOARD SIZE MODERATE THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SUSTAINABILITY
REPORTING AND FIRM PERFORMANCE?
Jocelyn Mok Pau Chee1*, Mohd Ashari Bakri2

1 -13

14 -36

37 - 55

56 - 69

70 - 91

92 - 109

110 - 124

125 - 138

139 - 158

159 - 177

178 - 191

192 - 207

208 - 221



BIBLIOMETRIC ANALYSIS OF CONFIDENCE INTERVAL METHODS FOR MEAN
ESTIMATION IN STATISTICAL RESEARCH
Siti Fairus Mokhtar1*, Zahayu Md Yusof2, Hasimah Sapiri3

CULTIVATING USAGE AND WORD-OF-MOUTH IN FOOD DELIVERY
APPLICATIONS: A CONCEPTUAL STUDY
Nurul Syahirah Idris1*, Muhammad Safuan Abdul Latip2 & Noradzhar Baba3

SYSTEMATIC REVIEW OF MANDARIN PRONUNCIATION LEARNING
STRATEGIES
Ting Hie Ling 1*, Ye Jun 2 & Lam Kai Chee 3

STOCK MARKET AND EXCHANGE RATE: THE GREAT BALANCING ACT :
A BIBLIOMETRIC ANALYSIS
Bee-Hoong Tay1*

APPLICATION OF THEORY OF PLANNED BEHAVIOUR ON THE SUSTAINABLE
ENTREPRENEURSHIP INTENTION AMONG YOUTH IN IPOH, PERAK
Nor Hanizatul Azna Noor Azam1, Mohd Nazir Rabun2* & Nur Umaimah
Ikhsan3

TINJAUAN LITERATUR PEMBELAJARAN KOSA KATA ARAB MENERUSI
APLIKASI CANVA
Muhamad Khairul Anuar Zulkepli1* , Mohd Zulkhairi Abd Hamid2 , Burhanuddin Wahab3 , 
Ahmad Fauzi Yahaya4 , Nur Syafizan Mohd Sufter5 & Mohd Fairuz Othman6

REVOLUTION OF MOBILE BANKING APPLICATIONS TOWARDS BANKING
CUSTOMERS IN NORTHERN REGION, MALAYSIA
Nur Alia Syahirah Zahari 1 , Nurul Labanihuda Abdull Rahman 2 * & Hasyeilla Abdul Mutalib 3

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN CORPORATE SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY 
DISCLOSURE OF INVESTORS AND THE FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE OF 
SHARIAH PUBLIC LISTED COMPANIES IN MALAYSIA, BEFORE, DURING, 
AND AFTER COVID-19: A CONCEPTUAL PAPER
Dayangku Ruhayah Awang Bolhan, Corina Joseph1 & Siow Hoo Leong

SOLVING THE CONUNDRUM OF DOMESTIC WASTE:
THE ENABLERS OF WASTE COOKING OIL RECYCLING INTENTION
Muhamad Aiman Mazlan1 , Muhammad Alif Haiqal Asmizar2 , Ilhamd Sazali 3 

& Nurul Hidayana Mohd Noor4*

SOCIAL MEDIA USE TOWARD ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE OF DIPLOMA IN
INFORMATION MANAGEMENT STUDENTS OF UNIVERSITI TEKNOLOGI MARA
(UiTM)
Sharifah Nur Suzyanie Syed Huzaili1, Asmadi Mohammed Ghazali2* & Abd Latif Abdul Rahman3

222 - 243

244 - 267

268 - 281

282 - 301

302 - 313

314 - 329

330 - 343

344 - 362

363 - 379

380 - 390





 
  

 
 Voice of  

Academia 
 

e-ISSN: 2682-7840 Voice of Academia Vol.20  Issue (2) 2024 

 
 

 

UNCOVERING THE SYNTAX OF NEWSPAPER EDITORIALS: A COLLECTIVE 
CASE STUDY OF THE STAR, THE STRAITS TIMES, THE SUN, AND THE WALL 

STREET JOURNAL 
 

Muhammad Nasiruddin Aziz1* & Chai Moo Hung2 
 

1,2 Akademi Pengajian Bahasa, Universiti Teknologi MARA, 40450 Shah 
Alam, Selangor 

 

ARTICLE INFO  ABSTRACT 

Article history: 
 
Received Jan 2024 
Accepted May 2024 
Published June 2024 
 
Keywords: 
 
Syntactic analysis, 
Morenberg’s model, 
newspaper editorials & 
collective case study 
 
Corresponding Author: 
nasiruddinaziz@uitm.edu.my 

 This study compared the syntax of journalistic pieces, 
particularly the features and syntactic patterns of newspaper 
editorials. Four English newspaper editorials were analysed via 
the two research questions: (i) How are the sentences in The 
Star, The Straits Times, The Sun, and The Wall Street Journal 
editorials syntactically structured? and (ii) How do the 
syntactic structures of the sentences from the four editorials 
written in different contexts compare to one another? A total 
of 100 clauses from The Star (Malaysia), The Straits Times 
(Singapore), The Sun (the United Kingdom), and The Wall 
Street Journal (The United States) were qualitatively analysed 
using by Morenberg's syntactic model. The results revealed 
that the syntactic patterns of the clauses were highly varied 
and not at all formulaic, indicating considerable originality as 
the writers went beyond the basic patterns via the 
employment of dissimilar optional syntactic constituents. 
Several notable similarities were observed in sentence voice, 
sentence mood, and the expansion and recurrence of the 
syntactic patterns identified. The comparison has also yielded 
two dissimilar features namely, the use of subject ellipsis and 
the use of conjunctions placed at the beginning of sentences. 
These features highlight the potential consistency and 
distinctiveness between the newspaper editorials. 
 

©2024 UiTM Kedah. All rights reserved 
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1. Introduction 

Language as opposed to what many people believe is more than just a medium for 
information transfer. Its impact and influence at a deeper level go beyond what is generally 
realised in certain domains. This has been illustrated by Austin’s (1956) discussion on how things are 
done using words, Malinowski’s (1994) depiction on how phatic communion is used for social 
functions, and Grischecko’s (2013) assertions on the use of direct and indirect speech acts as an 
approach to linguistic manipulation. One domain that exemplifies this function of language is news 
media, where language is used to mould, shape, and create the reality that humans at large 
perceive. This is made possible by the ideologies and beliefs inculcated and reinforced through 
the strategic use of language in news media. The considerable influence of discourse and media 
has been put forth by many scholars (Hudson, 1984; Van Dijk, 1995; Schudson, 1996; McNair, 1998; 
Fairclough, 2006; Ar, 2015; Zhu, 2017). One form of news media with this influence is editorials, by 
which public opinions are intentionally expressed and constructed (Van Dijk, 1995; Belmonte, 2009). 
Editorials use language within texts to inculcate certain beliefs or values, which Baillie (1996) asserts, 
will eventually influence readers’ opinions on certain issues or events.  
 
This unique attribute of language to shape opinions is made possible by the manipulation of certain 
aspects. One of which is syntax, which according to Tallerman (2014), investigates word 
classifications as well as order and structure in phrases and sentences in a language. This aspect 
of language, according to Van Valin (2001), is the centre of human language as it conditions and 
determines the different ways how words (i.e., meaning-bearing elements) can be put together to 
bring about different meanings. One instance of the manipulation of syntax was shown by 
Thompson and Klerk (2002) who observed the use of passive voice to ease the incalculation of 
opinions in editorials, achieved through the exclusion of the agent which could become an 
interference. As asserted by the scholars, by deleting the identity of the agent, one may come up 
with authoritative opinions while coming across as ostensibly factual and objective. Apart from 
that, the use of indicative, imperative, and interrogative sentences (also known as sentence mood) 
were also observed to place profound influence on readers. 
 
Despite being the subject of interest of many previous studies, editorials have only been found to 
be studied from the diverse perspectives or standpoints including rhetorical strategy (Vázquez y 
del Árbol, 2005; McCabe & Heilman, 2007; Ansary & Babaii, 2009; Belmonte, 2009; Bonyadi, 2012; 
Fartousi & Dumanig, 2012), embedding of ideology (Bonyadi & Samuel, 2013; Ar, 2015) as well as 
media framing (Smith & Wakefield, 2005; Johnson, 2017; Zhu, 2017). As a result of the review of these 
studies, it was found that other than Thompson and Klerk’s (2002) minor linguistic discoveries, none 
has examined editorials from a syntactic viewpoint. This gap was hence addressed by the present 
study. 
  
To uncover how newspaper editorials are syntactically structured, this study formulated two 
research questions: (i) How are the sentences in The Star, The Straits Times, The Sun, and The Wall 
Street Journal editorials syntactically structured? and (ii) How do the syntactic structures of the 
sentences from the four editorials written in different contexts compare to one another? 
 
2. Literature Review 

2.1 Editorial Authorship and Publication 

Editorials unlike other newspaper articles are not written by a single person. According to 
a Slate article “Who writes unsigned” (1999), editorials are often produced by a small group of 
writers through much debate and discussion about the topics at hand. This is because; editorials 
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are simply representative of the collective stance of the newspaper or the entire editorial board, 
not individual reporters or editors, (“Who writes unsigned”, 1999; Clark, 2011). Hence, this is why 
editorials are usually left unsigned. The logical reason behind this is differing opinions are better 
addressed through the practice of having multiple writers get together to produce the editorials 
(Kelly, 2015). 
 
In terms of roles, editorials generally are a text type that aims to express and construct public 
opinions while also reflecting authors’ native cultural-linguistic backgrounds (Van Dijk, 1995). 
Belmonte (2009) highlights the definitive role of editorials in determining public opinion. Besides, 
editorials grab the attention of the governing body, urging them to take certain actions or respond 
to issues addressed. One way to do this, according to Belmonte (2009), is through editors’ negative 
evaluation in editorials which generates frustration among the readers, hence pressuring for an 
immediate action from the government to solve issues at hand. The influence of news media on 
policy agenda has been the topic of interest many times (Baillie, 1996; Smith & Wakefield, 2005). 
Wallack et al. (1999) found editorials to be constantly referred to by state legislators to keep abreast 
with current issues. The undeniable roles of editorials in newspapers in raising awareness of various 
issues hence require much dedicated attention. Having acknowledged these critical roles, it is 
therefore crucial for editors to produce impactful editorials that subtly represent the standpoint of 
the newspaper while also keeping the readers hooked (Singh & Singh, 2006). To do this, editors must 
be critical and objective when analysing opinions and evidence by using the language that does 
not compete with the real issues or intentions. 
 
3. Methodology 
 
3.1 Materials 
 

The materials of the study were the four newspaper editorials produced in different 
linguistic contexts. With a focus on the editorials and the syntax used, the study aimed to uncover 
the ways editorials were produced in different settings in which English was used: one in which the 
language has the status as the second or official language (Malaysia and Singapore) and another 
where English is the first language (the USA and the UK). 
 
Hence, four newspaper editorials were compared to determine syntactic patterns produced in 
different contexts. The editorials were taken from four English newspapers namely The Star 
(Malaysia), The Straits Times (Singapore), The Sun (the UK), and The Wall Street Journal (the USA). 
These newspapers were selected based on the number of copies (i.e. circulation) that were 
distributed in their respective countries. 
 
Table 1 
The circulation of the selected newspapers 
 
Newspaper Country Total Circulation (as of 2019) 
   
The Star Malaysia 248,559 
The Straits Times Singapore 383,600 
The Sun The United Kingdom 1,480,337 
The Wall Street Journal The United States 1,180,460 
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The selection of these newspapers was based on the model Three Circles of English, proposed by 
Kachru and Nelson (2006). 
 

 

Figure 1. Three circles of English by Kachru and Nelson (2006) 
 
As shown in figure above, English in the Inner Circle is used as the native language, or first language 
like in the United Kingdom (UK) and the United States (US). In Malaysia and Singapore, English as a 
second or official language falls into the category of the Outer Circle. The linguistic background of 
both countries is similar since both are the members of the Commonwealth and English is 
extensively used in professional settings. 
 
As the first objective of the study was to examine the structure of sentences, clauses used in the 
four editorials were analysed. In total, the study analysed 100 clauses: 28 clauses from The Star “A 
little kindness” (2018); 17 from The Straits Times “US must focus” (2018); 14 from The Sun “Vilification 
of Jews” (2018); and 41 from The Wall Street Journal “Short-term ObamaCare” (2018). The sample 
was considered adequate as the study was exploratory. As the sole intention of the present study 
was to syntactically analyse such text type, the four (4) newspaper editorials were hence selected 
without considering the issues or themes covered. The editorial pieces were sampled within the 
same month, following the guidelines by Creswell (2007). 
 
Table 2 
Number of clauses from the newspaper editorials 
 
Newspaper Article Title Number of Clauses 
   
The Star A Little Kindness Goes a Long Way 28 
The Straits Times US Must Focus on Getting Trade Right 17 
The Sun Vilification of Jews by Labour Begins at the Very 

Top- and Jeremy Corbyn Must Be Held to Account 
14 

The Wall Street Journal Short-term ObamaCare Relief 41 
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3.2 Methods 
 

The present study adopted a descriptive research design with the intention of describing 
the syntactic structures of newspaper editorials. As discussed in the previous section, the study of 
newspaper editorials from the perspective of syntactic analysis had not been attempted by 
previous researchers. Instead, most of the previous research examined the rhetorical and framing 
strategies that the media employed. Only Thompson and Klerk (2002) described linguistic uses in 
magazine editorials. This study is hence in line with Dulock’s (1993) assertion that a descriptive study 
is the most useful design for a study to take when dealing with a topic that is not greatly known or 
understood. According to Dulock (1993), descriptive research generally studies the portrayal of an 
individual, a situation, or a group which entails a systematic and accurate description of the 
characteristics of the subject of interest. In the present study, the characteristics of the research 
subjects (i.e., the four newspaper editorials) were syntactically analysed, categorised, and 
calculated for frequency counts before being eventually compared.  
 
To critically describe the syntax of the selected editorials, the study employed a collective case 
study, which essentially involved multiple case studies. In the case of the present study, the analysis 
of the four newspaper editorials was to uncover and compare the syntax of this text type from two 
different contexts in which English is used as the first (by the native speakers of English) and second 
or official language (by those who are non-native users of the language). To do this, the study 
conducted an embedded analysis of the specific aspects of a case, as proposed by Yin (2003). 
The syntactic patterns and features were the specific aspects of the newspaper editorials that were 
examined. This was done by employing Morenberg’s (2013) model of syntactic analysis as the 
guiding framework of the study. The syntactic analysis of the newspaper editorials was based on 
Morenberg’s six (6) different verb types of namely Intransitive Verb (VI), Linking Verb (VL), Transitive 
Verb (VT), Two-Place Transitive Vg Verb, Two-Place Transitive Vc Verb, and VBe Verb. These verbs 
identify the obligatory constituents that are used to form complete sentences. They are 
summarised in Table 3 below: 
 
 
Table 3 
Morenberg’s (2013) six verb types 
 
Type of Verb Formula Constituents That 

Follow 
    
Intransitive verb (VI) NP VI None 

Linking verb (VL) { NP VL NP: PredN 
Adj: PredAdj } A noun phrase or 

an adjective 

Transitive verb (VT) NP VT NP: DObj A noun phrase 

Two-place transitive verb 
(Vg) NP Vg { NP: IObj NP: DObj 

NP: DObj {to/for} NP: IObj } 

Two noun phrases 
or a noun phrase 
and a prepositional 
phrase 

Two-place transitive verb 
(Vc) NP Vc { 

NP: ObjComp 
AdjPh: ObjComp 
InfPh: ObjComp } 

A noun phrase or 
an adjective 
phrase or an 
infinitive phrase 
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VBe verb NP VBe { 
NP: PredN 
Adj: PredAdj 
Adv: PredAdv 

} 
A noun, an 
adjective, or an 
adverb phrase 

    
 
The formulas or patterns however can be expanded using optional elements or constituents 
including the following: 
 
Table 4 
List of optional constituents 
 
Abbreviation Constituent 
  
PrepPh Prepositional phrase 
NP Noun phrase 
AdvCl Adverb clause 
InfPh Infinitive phrase 
RelCl Relative clause 
NRM Non-restrictive modifiers 
PresPartPh Present participial phrase 
NomAbs Nominative absolute 
Appositive Appositive 
NCl Noun clause 
  
 
In the present study, the optionality of these constituents is indicated through the use of brackets. 
Figure 2 below illustrates the tree diagramming of Sentence 1 from The Sun: 
 

 

Figure 2. Tree-diagram guided by Morenberg’s (2013) model 
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With the pattern NP VI (Adv), the sentence is headed by the noun phrase “The vilification of Jews 
by Labours”, followed by the intransitive verb (VI) “begins” and prepositional phrase “at the very 
top” which functions as an adverb of place. 
 
4.  Results and Discussion 

This section presents the findings from the syntactic analysis of “A little kindness” (2018) from The 
Star (Malaysia); “US must focus” (2018) from The Straits Times (Singapore); “Vilification of Jews” 
(2018) from The Sun (the UK); and “Short-term ObamaCare” (2018) from The Wall Street Journal 
(US). The results and discussions are to answer the following research question: 
 
RQ1: How are the sentences in The Star, The Straits Times, The Sun, and The Wall Street Journal 
editorials syntactically structured? 
 
In order to identify the syntactic patterns used in the editorials from the four newspapers, a total of 
100 clauses were analysed via tree diagramming guided by Morenberg's (2013) model and its six 
(6) verb types namely (i) intransitive (VI), (ii) transitive (VT), (iii) VBe, (iv) linking (VL), (v) two-place 
transitive Vc, and (iv) two-place transitive Vg verb. 
 
The following table presents the patterns containing Intransitive Verbs (VI) from all newspaper 
editorials. In total, 10 dissimilar patterns were identified, varying in the use of optional elements 
indicated in brackets. All these patterns were active in voice. In terms of mood, only one pattern 
was in interrogative mood whereas the rest used the indicative. 
 
Table 5 
Syntactic patterns containing intransitive verbs 
 
 “A little 

kindness” 
(2018) from The 
Star 

“US must focus” 
(2018) from The 
Straits Times 

“Vilification of 
Jews” (2018) from 
The Sun 

“Short-term 
ObamaCare” 
(2018) from The Wall 
Street Journal 

     
Syntactic 
patterns 
containing 
VI verbs 

1. NP VI 
(Adv) (NRM)3 

1. (Adv) 
(AdvCl) (NRM) NP 
VI (Adv) (Adv) 
2. NP (Adv) 
VI (Adv) 
3. NP VI 
(Adv) (NRM) 

1. NP VI 
(Adv)1 
2. (AdvCl) NP 
VI (Adv) 

1. NP VI (Adv) 
(Adv)1 
2. NP VI (Adv) 
(Adv) (Adv) (NRM) 
3. NP VI (Adv) 
(Adv) (Adv) (Adv) 
(AdvCl) 
4. ...(Conj) NP 
VI...2 

     
Total 
Patterns 1 3 2 4 

     
1Patterns used more than once 
2Compounded sentence 
3Interrogative sentence 
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Although most patterns were used only once, two were found to have multiple uses, namely NP VI 
(Adv) and NP VI (Adv) (Adv), which were respectively extracted from “Vilification of Jews” (2018) 
from The Sun and “Short-term ObamaCara” (2018) from The Wall Street Journal. Sentence 1 below 
is an instance from The Sun editorial which contained the NP VI (Adv) pattern. 
 
“The vilification of Jews by Labour begins at the very top” (“Vilification of Jews”, 2018). 
 
In the sentence, the noun phrase or NP “The vilification of Jews by Labour” precedes as the subject 
and is followed by the intransitive verb “begins” which is then described by the adverb “at the very 
top” in the form of prepositional phrase, functioning as an adverb of place. 
 
The next verb type observed to be used across the four newspaper editorials was Transitive Verb 
(VT). Upon comparing to other verb types, the patterns containing this verb type were found to be 
most used within The Star, The Straits Times, The Sun, and The Wall Street Journal editorials, with a 
total of 38 varying patterns presented in Table 6 below. Similar to patterns containing VI, most 
patterns used the active voice, portrayed in the indicative mood. Almost all patterns were not used 
more than once, with an exception for patterns NP VT NP … and … NP VT NP (Adv) (of which were 
subordinate clauses which were compounded with main clauses), identified from The Wall Street 
Journal editorial “Short-term ObamaCara” (2018). 
 
Table 6 
Syntactic patterns containing transitive verbs 
 
 “A little 

kindness” 
(2018) from The 
Star 

“US must focus” 
(2018) from The 
Straits Times 

“Vilification of 
Jews” (2018) from 
The Sun 

“Short-term 
ObamaCare” 
(2018) from The Wall 
Street Journal 

     
Syntactic 
patterns 
containing 
VT verbs 

1. (AdvCl) 
NP VT NP (Adv) 
2. (Adv) 
NP VT NP (Conj) 
NP 
3. (Adv) 
NP VT NCl 
(NRM) 
4. NP VT 
GerundPh 
5. ... 
(Conj) NP VT 
NCl1 
6. NP 
(Comp) VT NCl 
7. NP VT 
NP (Conj) NP 
8. (Adv) 
NP VT NP (Adv) 

1. (Adv) 
(NRM) (Adv) NP 
VT NP 
2. NP (Adv) 
VT NP (Adv) 
(Adv) (NRM) 
3. (AdvCl) 
NP (Adv) VT NCl 
4. NP (Conj) 
NP (NRM) VT NP 
(Adv) 
5. NP VT NP 
(Conj) NP 

1. NP VT NP 
(Adv) 
2. (Conj) (NP) 
VT NP (Adv)3 
3. (Conj) (NP) 
VT NP (Conj) (NRM)3 
4. NP VT NP 
(Adv) 
5. NP VT NP 
NP (Conj) NP (NRM) 
(NRM) 
6. (Conj) 
(Adv) (Adv) NP VT 
NCl4 

1. NP VT 
NP...2,7 
2. NP VT NCl 
(Adv) 
3. NP (Adv) VT 
NP (Adv) 
4. (Adv) NP VT 
NP (Adv)... 2 
5. ...NP VT NP 
(Adv)2,7 
6. NP VT NCl7 
7. (Adv) NP VT 
NP (Adv) 
8. (Conj) NP 
VT GerundPh 
(AdvCl) 
9. NP VT NP 
(AdvCl) 
10. (Conj) NP 
VT (Adv) NCl 
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11. (Conj) NP 
VT NP 
12. NP (Adv) VT 
NCl 
13. NP VT 
(Adv)...6 
14. (Adv) NP VT 
(Adv) (Adv) 
(AdvCl)6 
15. NP VT NCl 
(NRM) 
16. VT NP 
(Adv)...5 
17. NP VT 
(Conj) VT NP...2 
18. ... (Conj) 
(Adv) NP VT NP 
(Adv)2 
19. NP VT NP 
(Adv)...2 

     
Total 
Patterns 8 5 6 19 

     
1Compounded main clause 
2Compounded sentence 
3Subject ellipsis 
4Interrogative sentence 
5Imperative sentence 
6Passive sentence 
7Patterns used more than once 
 
From the analysis of the patterns containing VT verbs, one interesting finding that the study 
uncovered was the use of subject ellipsis in The Sun editorial “Vilification of Jews” (2018) as seen in 
patterns (Conj) (NP) VT NP (Adv) and (Conj) (NP) VT NP (Conj) (NRM). To illustrate, Sentence 7 from 
the editorial below is one instance of a pattern consisting of this feature. 
 
“Or see the “hand of Israel” behind Islamist murder” (“Vilification of Jews”, 2018). 
 
In the sentence above, the subject “Corbyn” introduced in preceding sentences, was dropped 
(hence why NP was indicated in brackets in the said pattern). Transitive verb “see” is followed by 
the noun phrase “hand of Israel” and described by the adverb of place “behind Islamist murder” 
in the form of a prepositional phrase. The use of subject ellipsis is consistent with Aziz and Chai’s 
(2019) findings on the use of the syntactic feature in the editorials from the similar newspaper, 
despite being asserted to be used in informal writings like diary entries (Aziz & Chai, 2018). It is 
argued that this seems to be the unique style of writing used by The Sun writers. 
 
Apart from subject ellipsis, the use of coordinating conjunctions (including yet, but, or and and) to 
start sentences was another interesting finding identified through the analysis. To be specific, this 
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use was only observed in The Sun editorial “Vilification of Jews” (2018) and The Wall Street Journal 
(US) editorial “Short-term ObamaCare” (2018), the two newspapers which are produced in 
countries where English is the first language (i.e., countries in the Inner Circle). This, however, was 
not found in the other two editorials which were in the Kachru and Nelson’s (2006) Outer Circle (i.e., 
Malaysia and Singapore). Thus, this could be one potential difference or distinctiveness between 
the newspaper editorials written in both groups. 
 
The third verb type used in the four (4) editorials was VBe verb. Patterns containing this type were 
also found to be frequently used, only second to VT verbs. By way of illustration, 34 different patterns 
were identified throughout The Star, The Straits Times, The Sun, and The Wall Street Journal editorials. 
This is summarised in Table 7 below: 
 
Table 7 
Syntactic patterns containing VBe verbs 
 
 “A little 

kindness” 
(2018) from The 
Star 

“US must focus” 
(2018) from The 
Straits Times 

“Vilification of 
Jews” (2018) from 
The Sun 

“Short-term 
ObamaCare” 
(2018) from The Wall 
Street Journal 

     
Syntactic 
patterns 
containing 
VBe verbs 

1. (Adv) 
NP VBe NP 
2. (Conj) 
NP VBe NP 
(AdvCl) (NRM) 
3. NP VBe 
Adj (AdjComp) 
(NRM) 
4. (AdvCl) 
NP VBe Adj 
(Adv) 
5. VBe NP 
NP (NRM)2 
6. (Adv) 
NP VBe Adj 
(AdjComp) 
7. (Adv) 
NP VBe PrepPh 
(Adv) 
8. NP VBe 
NP2 
9. (Adv) 
VBe NP NP 
(AdvCl) 
10. NP VBe 
NP 
11. NP VBe 
Adj (AdjComp)2 

1. (Adv) 
(AdvCl) NP VBe 
NP (Conj) NP 
2. NP (Adv) 
VBe Adj 
(AdjComp) 
3. NP (NRM) 
VBe Adj 
4. NP VBe 
(Adv) NP 
5. (NRM) NP 
VBe NP 
6. (AdvCl) 
NP (Adv) VBe NP 
7. (AdvCl) 
NP VBe NP 

1. NP VBe NCl 
(AdvCl) (NRM) 
2. NP VBe 
NCl1 
3. (Conj) VBe 
NP Adj (Adv)2 

1. NP VBe Adv 
(Adv) (Adv) 
2. ... (Conj) 
VBe Adj 
(AdjComp)4 
3. NP VBe Adj 
(AdjComp)1 
4. NP VBe 
(Adv) NP 
5. (Adv) NP 
VBe Adj (AdjComp) 
6. NP VBe 
InfPh1 
7. ... (Conj) 
(Adv) NP VBe Adj4 
8. ... (Conj) NP 
VBe InfPh4 
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12. NP VBe 
NP ...1,3 
13. ... 
(Conj) (Adv) 
(AdvCl) NP VBe 
NP (Adv)3 
14. (Conj) 
NP VBe PrepPh 
15. NP VBe 
NP (Conj) NP 
16. NP VBe 
NP (Adv) 

     
Total 
Patterns 16 7 3 8 

     
1Patterns used more than once 
2Interrogative sentence 
3Compounded main clause 
4Compounded sentence 
 
Three patterns, in particular, were found to be used more than once namely NP VBe NP … in The 
Star “A little kindness” (2018) as well as NP VBe Adj (AdjComp) and NP VBe InfPh in The Wall Street 
Journal “Short-term ObamaCare” (2018). Sentence 20 exemplifies the use of pattern NP VBe InfPh: 
 
“It is to stay on ObamaCare” (“Short-term ObamaCare”, 2018). 
 
Expletive “It” which functions as the subject heads the VBe verb “is”. To make up a complete 
sentence, the infinitive phrase “to stay on ObamaCare” then follows as the object complement. 
 
The fourth verb type used in editorials was Two-Place Transitive Vc Verb, which accounted for a 
minor use of five patterns which were all in active voice and indicative in mood, as presented in 
the following table. 
 
Table 8 
Syntactic patterns containing two-place transitive Vc verbs 
 
 “A little 

kindness” 
(2018) from The 
Star 

“US must focus” 
(2018) from The 
Straits Times 

“Vilification of 
Jews” (2018) from 
The Sun 

“Short-term 
ObamaCare” 
(2018) from The Wall 
Street Journal 

     
Syntactic 
patterns 
containing 
Vc verbs 

1. NP Vc 
NP InfPh 
2. NP Vc 
NP Adj 
(AdjComp) 

1. NP Vc NP 
InfPh 

1. (NP) Vc NP 
NP (AdvCl)1 

1. NP Vc NP 
NP (Adv) 
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Total 
Patterns 2 1 1 1 

     
1Subject ellipsis 
 
Surprisingly, another use of subject ellipsis was found in The Sun editorial “Vilification of Jews” (2018), 
observed through the pattern (NP) Vc NP NP (AdvCl) in Sentence 8 below: 
 
“Or call Hamas terrorists “brother” after they have helped slaughter Jews” 
(“Vilification of Jews”, 2018). 
 
Just like Sentence 7, this particular sentence contained the use of subject ellipsis through the 
exclusion of the subject “Corbyn”, indicated in preceding sentences. 
 
As for the other two verb types of Linking (VL) and Two-Place Transitive Vg Verb, both were found 
to be only used once across the four newspaper editorials. This is summarised in Table 9 and 10 
below. 
 
Table 9 
Syntactic patterns containing linking verbs 
 
 “A little 

kindness” 
(2018) from The 
Star 

“US must focus” 
(2018) from The 
Straits Times 

“Vilification of 
Jews” (2018) from 
The Sun 

“Short-term 
ObamaCare” 
(2018) from The Wall 
Street Journal 

     
Syntactic 
patterns 
containing 
VL verbs 

 1. NP VL NP   

     
Total 
Patterns 0 1 0 0 

     
 
As the pattern NP VL NP was used in The Straits Times editorial “US must focus” (2018), NP Vg NP NCl 
was observed to be used in its counterpart (refer to Table 10). This makes the two verb types to be 
the least-used patterns in the said texts. 
 
Table 10 
Syntactic patterns containing two-place transitive Vg verbs 
 
 “A little 

kindness” 
(2018) from The 
Star 

“US must focus” 
(2018) from The 
Straits Times 

“Vilification of 
Jews” (2018) from 
The Sun 

“Short-term 
ObamaCare” 
(2018) from The Wall 
Street Journal 
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Syntactic 
patterns 
containing 
Vg verbs 

   1. NP Vg NP 
NCl 

     
Total 
Patterns 0 0 0 1 

     
 
RQ2: How do the syntactic structures of the sentences from the four editorials written in different 
contexts compare to one another? 
 
Upon dissecting the clauses, the present study also identified notable similarities across The Star, 
The Straits Times, The Sun, and The Wall Street Journal editorials. The first similarity was the frequent 
inclusion of indicative sentences. 
 
As shown in Figure 3 below, a significant proportion of the clauses (92 out of 100 clauses) were 
declarative sentences written in an indicative mood. Six clauses were interrogative sentences, most 
were from The Star editorial “A little kindness” (2018). Only one imperative sentence was found 
across the four editorials. Keeping in mind that these editorials were all published in the Opinion 
column, it is interesting that the use of this sentence mood was found to be predominant. It is 
argued that is a covert way for these newspaper editorials to express their stand on the related 
issues by appearing impersonal or factual, to achieve what Belmonte (2009) asserts, as “the role of 
determining public opinion”. In the editorials, it is argued that this particular role is subtly achieved 
through the use of modality or modal verbs. 
 

 

Figure 3. Sentence mood 
 

In terms of voice, almost all clauses were in the active voices: only two from The Wall Street Journal 
editorial “Short-term ObamaCare” (2018) were found to be different, based on the syntactic 
analysis. This is summarised in Figure 4 below. 
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Figure 4. Sentence voice 
 

Apart from that, another notable similarity shared by the four newspaper editorials was in the 
syntactic patterns. A significant majority of the patterns (indicated in the earlier part) were 
expanded past the basic ones outlined by Morenberg's (2013) six (6) verb types. Besides, these 
patterns were hardly repeated more than once, hence indicating writers’ different ways of 
expanding their structures to express their stand. When comparing with Bordbar et al.’s (2017) and 
Lorenzo-Dus and Izura’s (2017) studies on the syntactic patterns of compliments (which were found 
to be highly formulaic), the writers of the editorials were found not to be formulaic at all, signalling 
considerable originality in their writings. This could be attributed to the wide range of topics and 
issues that newspaper editorials discuss, consistent with the referential nature of the text type. As a 
result, a wider range of sentences and vocabulary repertoire was observed. Additionally, unlike 
compliments which function as a solidarity device, newspaper editorials, as highlighted by Van Dijk 
(1995) and Belmonte (2009) perform a bigger role, particularly in shaping public opinion. This 
explains the extensive use of the dissimilar features exemplified in the earlier section. Furthermore, 
the originality of the four newspaper editorials could also be attributed to the Slate article’s “Who 
writes unsigned” (1991) and Clark’s (2011) revelation that editorials are produced in a group of 
writers, not an individual author. Considering that “A little kindness” (2018) from The Star, “US must 
focus” (2018) from The Straits Times, “Vilification of Jews” (2018) from The Sun, and “Short-term 
ObamaCare” (2018) were all left unsigned, the present study speculates that each editorial could 
have indeed been written by an editorial team to represent their respective publication as a whole. 
 
5.  Conclusion 

 
In short, the study examined newspaper editorials from the angle of syntax. The syntactic 

analysis guided by Morenberg’s (2013) model as the theoretical framework found that the four 
editorials- “A little kindness” (2018), “US must focus” (2018), “Vilification of Jews” (2018), and “Short-
term ObamaCare” (2018), taken from The Star, The Straits Times, The Sun, and The Wall Street 
Journal shared some notable similarities while also comprising their own distinct features. It is argued 
that the shared similarities are attributed to the relentless globalisation. However, the differences 
which set them apart, are likely due to the contexts in which English is used. This finding appears to 
be compatible with the finding on the potential consistency and distinctiveness highlighted by 
Streeter (1969), particularly in the genre of newspaper editorials. 
 
Editorials, as discussed in the introduction, have a far-reaching role in shaping public’s opinion: 
despite this huge revelation, no scholarly work has been found to specifically dedicate much focus 
on language use (i.e., syntax) which ultimately enables the inculcation of certain features including 



Voice of Academia Vol. 20, Issue (2) 2024 

106 | Page 

 

media framing, myth, and ideology that together project today’s reality. This was the gap that the 
study fulfilled in the body of knowledge. As a way forward to build on the findings of the study, 
future research that intends to linguistically examine similar text type is hence recommended to 
carry further investigation in the area of syntax with larger samples from other contexts, so to further 
verify the findings obtained. This would enable greater generalisation for a better understanding of 
the manipulation of syntax, particularly in editorial pieces. This was one major limitation that not 
only the study but also other qualitative studies have faced. However, considering that the present 
study was an exploratory attempt to investigate this understudied area in newspaper editorials, the 
approach was thus deemed to be appropriate. Other than that, future research could also employ 
Morenberg’s (2013) model in the analysis of the syntax of other text types or genres. The analyses 
could further develop the Morenberg’s (2013) model or propose another model for the analysis of 
text to develop writing expertise especially in second and foreign language contexts.  
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