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” e
piring Language Lea}ning&
A German Nurse's Journey to
| Overcoming Barriers
By Nur llianis Adna

The initiative of having collaborative teaching every semester is a
great effort by our institute to encourage collaboration. | typically use
this golden opportunity to invite industry professionals, specifically
non-Malaysians, to introduce my students to the outside world and
broaden their perspectives through interaction with these guests.

Last semester, | invited a native
English speaker from the US to
share with my pre-diploma
students in the course ELCO030.
This semester, | decided to take a
different approach. Instead of
inviting a native speaker, |
invited a non-native English
speaker to share her experience
learning English. This way, the
can relate to her

students
struggles and realize they are not
alone.

Annette Evanschitsky, a German
citizen working as'an ICU nurse in
Germany,was the perfect choice.
When |/ first met Annette two
years ago, she,/ shared her
struggles'with learning English, as
she tends to switch to German
and use direct translations. |
thought, "Wow, she is the perfect
person to share her experience
with my diploma students."




. Eram'the'he'ginning_, Annette mentioned that she would not be able to
_share ‘any tips because she still faces difficulties in learning
languages. | reassured her that simply sharing her.experience wolld
be valuable for my students, helping them understand- that ‘even -
E fuf_eighérs,' including "white people," also struggle with learning

English. T '

On 21st May 2024, | invited
Annette to my LCCl1l class
where she gave a 30-minute
presentation. She introduced
her background and discussed

the language barriers she
encountered when she first -
arrived in Malaysia[Anather
inspiring point Annette shared
was her motivation to learn
the Malay language. Through
this, | hope my students feel
motivated, determined, and
resilient in their own language
learning journey despite the
challenges they may face.
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