S
UNIVERSITI

> TEKNOLOGI

@ VARA

Epitome ___

Academy of Language Studies, UiTM Kedah Branch

Unleash the epitome of creative uriters




COPYRIGHT PAGE

Copyright© 2023 by Academy of Language Studies, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM)
Kedah Branch.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, copied, stored in any
retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording or otherwise, without the prior permission from the Rector,
Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) Kedah Branch, 08400 Merbok, Kedah, Malaysia.

The views, opinions and technical recommendations expressed by the contributors are

entirely their own and do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, the Faculty or the
University.

elSSN 3009 - 0075

Published by:

UITM Kedah Branch,

Pn. Razanawati Nordin, Chief Editor,

UITM Cawangan Kedah, Kampus Sg. Petani, 08400 Merbok, Kedah
Email address: razanawati@uitm.edu.my

Contact No: 044562421

Copy Editor: Ms. Alia Nabella Fateha Zolkifli

Graphic Designer: Mr. Mohd Hamidi Adha Mohd Amin



EDITORIAL BOARD

W

. &5

) ©

()] Y= )

’; Qo=
O c 9
< oL

Mr. Azlan Abdul Rahman Dr. Nur Syazwanie Puan Razanawati

Mansor Nordin

Managing Editors
Prometion

Puan Sharifah Syakila

Editor &

Syed Shaharuddin
)
@
@
S
@ Puan Hajjah Puan Phaveena Puan Samsiah  Puan Ho Chui ChuiPuan Syazliyati
@ Sharina Saad Primsuwan Bidin Ibrahim
=)
@
=)
6
Ustaz Mohd Puan Noor ‘Izzati Cik Lee Chai Mr. Mohd Hamidi
Zulkhairi Abd Ahmad Shafiai Chuen Adha Mohd Amin
Hamid
Secretaries ﬂ@;}
X%
89
2@
c
£ %
o
-
Puan Nor Asni Puan Mas Aida Puan Rafidah Puan Khairul Wanis
Syahriza Abu Abd Rahim Amat Ahmad
Hassan
S
@é@ Copy
Lo—=
oW
o @
.
o
Mr. Mohd Hamidi Ms. Alia Nabella

Adha Mohd Amin Fateha Zolkifli



SYNOPSIS

The Academy of Language Studies, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM) Kedah
branch is proud to present the first issue of its e-magazine, The Epitome, as
our focus to highlight our commitment to contribute to the areas of creative
writing.

THE EPITOME aims to provide a platform for writers, educators, academicians,
poet, and researchers to share their ideas, findings, knowledge, and
experience, particularly on various creative writing genres - personal essays,
poetry, short stories, songs, movie scripts, plays, and innovative projects in four
different languages ( English, Bahasa Melayu, Mandarin, and Arabic).

EDITOR’S NOTE

Dear readers,

It is with great pleasure and immense pride that we, the Academy of
Language Studies at Universiti Teknologi MARA (UITM) Kedah branch, extend
our warmest welcome to all writers and readers to honor all 127 artistic
masterpieces. This is indeed a tremendous achievement to commemorate
our debut.

We are privileged to offer the platform for the writers to show their talents in
creative writing in this magazine, which serves as a testament to our
commitment to the area of personal essays, poetry, short stories, songs, movie
scripts, plays, and innovative projects. Their invaluable contributions and
unwavering commitment to academic excellence have played a vital role in
shaping this magazine.

Thank you.
Best regards,

Editorial Board
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Innovative & Creative Project: The Superhero Box

The year was 2021 when COVID-19 shoved us
ruthlessly behind our cold walls. The whole
world shut down, and we were not allowed to
roam and conquer the world. Millions had died
and were inflicted with the lethal virus. It struck
us hard not only in our health and economy
system but also in our education system. All
schools were forced to shut down physically for
months, and the teaching and learning progress
was immediately withdrawn. When the
Ministry of Education announced that teaching
and learning must resume, virtual classes are
introduced. It was an enormous transformation
when we switched the teaching mode from
face-to-face to online. Teachers, parents, and
students had to wrestle wearily with online
platforms, gadgets, connectivity,
communication, and knowledge. Not only that,
but all of us also had to face the battle of
managing our mental health during the
pandemic. If normal school children were
struggling with online classes, just imagine the
special needs students must experience.

Being a mother of an autism spectrum disorder
(ASD) boy, | observed all my son'’s online classes
and activities. Teachers were talking alone to
the screens and my son was hardly
communicating with anyone. It was sad to see
that class engagement and participation were
not optimal. Most communications were
distorted, and some instructions were unclear.
One question lingered in my mind - how could |
boost my son’s learning experience? We could
do more than this! Let's find a way to boost
their motivation and sensory motors while
learning online. So, | proposed an innovative
idea to my son's teacher and my team
members, and we decided to introduce the
Superhero Box.

Superhero Box is a toolbox containing selected
items to help special needs students study at

home during the pandemic. This teaching kit
was created through a unique collaboration of
instructors, parents, and researchers. Not only
that, but these items are carefully consulted,
selected, and approved by a Ministry of
Education expert Occupational Therapist. The
kit's goals are to improve learning experiences
through sensory stimulation, to participate in
fun and active learning, and to support their
emotional well-being. My son and | assembled
the first seven boxes for more than two weeks.
Our team brainstormed ideas and we selected
items in the box so that we can distribute the
box to his friends.

Based on our observation, students and
parents use the items in the box during online
classes. All the kits are selected and guided
using the instruction manual during learning
activities. Parents and students can follow the
instructions, grasp the material, and carry out
meaningful home-based activities because the
teachers upload the videos to YouTube. The
instruction manual is one of the most useful
and important parts of The Superhero Box to
ensure the proper usage of the kits given
according to learning activities uploaded on
YouTube. It will give a better experience to
parents and students to ease the process of
teaching and learning. It can be overwhelming
for parents to cope with teaching without
proper instructions. As for the Superhero box, a
wide range of colours and Superhero themes
were chosen to attract the main customer - the
students. It is important to engage with the
learning process and to sustain the focus on
learning longer than usual. As the students are
easily distracted and lose focus, this is one of
the efforts to encourage learning engagement.
A variety of selected colours may stimulate
students’ senses and increases energy in
students as well as encourage creativity.



The teacher and students have used this
Superhero Box extensively in their teaching and
learning tasks for months since its introduction.
For example, in a Mathematics class, the
instructor used two items from the Superhero
Box: dice and fake money. These two items
were combined to make an entertaining and
engaging activity. In another situation, during
an English or Bahasa Melayu classes, the
teachers used the same flashcards, ice-cream
sticks, colorful beads, furry wires, clothes pegs,
and play dough from the box to demonstrate
during the online class activities.

Furthermore, the application of this Superhero
Box for special needs students was shared with
other stakeholders and got overwhelmingly
positive feedback. In 2022, for example, officials
from the District Education visited this school
and class. The teachers gave a live
demonstration of how to use this Superhero
Box in class. The officers were astounded by the
initiative taken by teachers, parents, and
students to create novel tools to aid in the
delivery of teaching and learning, particularly
for those with special needs during the
pandemic COVID-19.
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Our humble brand and poster were created
by Izza Syahida.

It was remarkable to see the effort we put into
it.  We worked hard happily and pushed
ourselves further from writing and presenting a
paper, applying copyright for intellectual
property (Perbadanan Harta Intelek Malaysia -
MyIPO), and submitting for the international
invention innovation competition - INDES 2021.

By the end of the year, to our surprise we won
not one but multiple awards:

+ The best paper Award at the international
conference, i-InTeLEC 2021,

* The best design for Education & Special
Needs Category at INDES 2021,

+ Gold medal award at INDES 2021 and

People's Choice Award at INDES 2021.

To sum up, this project taught us that hard work
pays off, and all challenges are opportunities
forustolearn. Allyou need is a great team and
a creative solution. To my son and group
members, you are my true superhero.
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RAZANAWATI NORDIN Syahids Abdul Karim, Sitl Intan Farhana Mohd Faury & Mur

IZZA SYAHIDA ABDUL KARIM Zahidah Subel
ROSLIANA ROSLAN

DA, MARZLIN MARZUK| has been conferred the

SITHINTAN FARHANA MOHD FAUZY
NUR ZAHIDAH SUBAI

Best Faper Awarnd

at

International Innovation in Teaching and Learning 2021
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Universid Tekolog MARA Kedih Branch
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GOLD MEDAL
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Academy of Language Studies, UiTM Kedah Branch
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Language Centre, Universiti Brunei Darussalam
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PERMOHONAN PERLINDUNGAN HARTA INTELEK

Dengan segala hormainya perkara ol stas Acdalkah seperd herkut

2. Sukachts cImakiumkan behaws pinsk Business & Tachnology G Centra
[BITCOM) teiah P Harts Intslek ¥ Bhg. Profesoriuan/puan yang
bernajuk Suparhano Box

3. Sehubungan dengan itu, phak BITCOM taiah maelubskan permohonan pedmdungan harta intelse
pihak ¥ Bhg. Profesertuaniouan seperti yang berikut:

) Perlindungan Hart Inteiek di bawah kalegor Hakcipta (Copyright]

4 Sebarang maklumat terkini penhal pendaftaran Harta Infelek tersanut of Pendaftaran Harta Intelak
Malaysa (MylPO) akan dimakiumkan keltak

6. Karjasama daripada pihak ¥.Bhg Prolesorituanipuan dalam porkara ini adalah amat dharga dan
didahului dengan ucapan tanma kasi. Sobarang makiumat knjut, sila hubungi sekratanat Harta inolak
UM di talian 03-5543 7078 / 03-5544 2748 atau omail kepada bicom@uitm.adumy /
ipributitmE@gmail com

Sekian

Yang benar,

—

FARZAH MOHAMED ISA
Koordinator Harta Intolok
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Our Copyright application to Perbadanan Harta Intelek Malaysia (MyIPO)
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