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CHAPTER 1 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

Rubber tree is an important plant to supply the raw material for industry application such 

as surgical glove, tire and others application. In order to increase the production from the 

rubber tree, i.e. latex and heveawood, the seeds planted must be from the quality of the 

rubber trees. Therefore, seeds planted must be from the quality rubber tree series’ clones, 

e.g. RRIM2000 series. There are about 33 types of clone within the RRIM2000 Series [1].  

 

This thesis focused the study on pattern and colour of rubber seed clones for recognition 

purpose. There were many differences of intensity of the brown colour and pattern 

features at seed’s surface based on clone series. The rubber seed’s inspector just looks at 

the surface of seeds to decide the type of clones. However, this method is time 

consuming, low percentage accuracy and as well as very high cost in order to trained new 

worker or farmer with regards to the identification of rubber seed clones from the rubber 

tree. 

  

The development of this project begins with the understanding the features and different 

types of rubber seed clones. Each clone has different characteristics in terms of patterns, 
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