
On the 1st of February 2024, we held our first lunch talk at the postgraduate lounge. This event,
which was open to all faculty staff and students, represented a significant stride in our ongoing
efforts to cultivate a dynamic and interactive research community. The speaker for this inaugural
session was Associate Professor Dr Nurhuda Manshoor from the Department of Pharmacology and
Pharmaceutical Chemistry, Faculty of Pharmacy, UiTM. She delivered an enlightening talk entitled
“Chemistry in Botanical Garden: Chemical or Natural”. In her talk, Dr Nurhuda imparted her valuable
insights she gained during her sabbatical at the Jodrell Laboratory of the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew, London.

Our hope is to maintain the momentum of these lunch talks, hosting them every other week. We
aim to create an environment that encourages staff and students to come together and share their
unique skills and expertise in an informal setting. Our purpose of inviting speakers from both inside
and outside the faculty is to expose researchers to a diverse range of ideas and experiences that
may foster a culture of continuous learning, broaden their horizon and give them an opportunity
for collaboration.

The inaugural lunch talk has set a positive precedent, demonstrating the potential of these
gatherings to strengthen our research community. The success of this first session serves as a
testament to the power of shared learning experiences in fostering a vibrant, engaged, and
inclusive academic community.

We anticipate that these lunch talks will spark new ideas, foster collaborations, and strengthen the
bonds within our research community. We look forward to the future sessions and the meaningful
connections they promise to bring.
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