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INTRODUCTION

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent a visionary concept with the
ambitious objective of being achieved by the year 2030. As the global community stands with
less than six years remaining to realize these goals, scholars are increasingly engaging in
debates surrounding the feasibility of reaching these targets within the stipulated timeframe
(Shulla & Leal Filho, 2023; Moyer and Hedden, 2020; Leal Filho et al., 2020; Hoy, 2015).
Consequently, this article endeavors to provide a comprehensive overview by capturing
insights from various studies and reports, drawing upon existing literature reviews to shed light
on the current discourse surrounding the achievement of the SDGs.

Upon conducting a comprehensive analysis of the literature, it becomes evident that a
predominant focus among scholars is on various impediments that could hinder the realization
of the SDGs. The primary concerns highlighted include the global pandemic, geopolitical
conflicts, economic uncertainty, resource constraints, and political instability. These factors
collectively underscore the intricate challenges that must be addressed to navigate the path
toward achieving sustainable development on a global scale.

GLOBAL PANDEMIC

Events such as pandemics and other health crises can divert attention and resources
away from achieving SDGs, particularly those related to health and well-being (Martin-Blanco
et al., 2022). The COVID-19 pandemic, for example, highlighted the vulnerability of global
health systems. These crises not only pose immediate threats to public health but also trigger
a cascade of challenges, including disruptions to economies, setbacks in education, and strain
on healthcare systems (Zhao et al., 2022; Shulla et al., 2021). Effectively addressing and
mitigating the impact of these health emergencies is pivotal for sustaining progress towards
the SDGs on a global scale.

GEOPOLITICAL CONFLICTS

Geopolitical conflicts, marked by intricate political tensions and disputes between
nations, stand as a formidable impediment to realizing the SDG by 2030. These conflicts not
only engender instability on the global stage but also disrupt the essential conditions required
for sustainable development across various spheres. The resultant challenges include
hindered economic growth, compromised access to education and healthcare, displacement
of populations, and an overall erosion of the socio-economic fabric vital for achieving the SDGs
(Nguyen et al., 2023; Kumar & Roy, 2018). The conflict between Israel and Palestine, for
instance, has had a profound global impact, as substantial resources that could have been
directed toward achieving the SDG have had to be redirected to address the resolution of
these conflicts. Navigating these geopolitical complexities is imperative for fostering
international cooperation and creating an environment conducive to meeting the ambitious
targets set forth by the SDGs (Ranjan, 2021).
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ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTY

Economic uncertainty emerges as a substantial barrier to achieving the SDG by 2030.
The volatility and unpredictability within global economies introduce challenges that can
impede progress across various SDG sectors. Economic uncertainties, characterized by
fluctuations in markets, trade tensions, and financial instability, can undermine the necessary
conditions for sustainable development initiatives (Govindan et al., 2020). Addressing and
navigating these uncertainties becomes imperative for fostering resilient economies and
ensuring the successful realization of the ambitious SDGs within the stipulated timeframe
(Basheer et al., 2022).

RESOURCE CONSTRAINTS

Limited financial resources, both at the national and international levels, can impede
the implementation of sustainable development initiatives. Adequate funding is crucial for the
success of projects addressing poverty, health, education, and environmental sustainability
(Jaiyesimi, 2016). The limitation of essential resources, including financial, technological, and
human capital, can curtail the effective implementation of sustainable development initiatives.
Inadequate resources may hinder progress in critical areas such as poverty alleviation,
education, and environmental conservation (Filho et al., 2020). Addressing these constraints
and mobilizing sufficient resources becomes paramount for overcoming these challenges and
advancing the global agenda outlined in the SDGs.

POLITICAL INSTABILITY

Regions facing political instability and conflict may struggle to focus on long-term
development goals. Ongoing conflicts can disrupt infrastructure, displace populations, and
divert resources away from sustainable development efforts. The volatility and uncertainty in
political landscapes can disrupt the consistent implementation of sustainable development
initiatives (Khan & Farooq, 2019). Instability may lead to policy shifts, hinder effective
governance, and create an environment where long-term development objectives face
obstacles (Berliani & Violita, 2021). Addressing political instability becomes crucial for creating
a conducive environment that fosters sustainable development efforts and enables nations to
make substantial progress toward the SDGs within the specified timeframe.

CONCLUSION

The journey towards achieving the SDGs by 2030 is fraught with complex challenges
that demand immediate attention and concerted global efforts. In essence, successfully
navigating these challenges requires a coordinated and global response. It necessitates
innovative solutions, enhanced international cooperation, and a collective commitment to
addressing the root causes of these impediments. By doing so, we can hope to overcome
these obstacles and make significant strides toward realizing the ambitious vision set forth by
the SDGs. The urgency of the task at hand calls for sustained dedication, resource
mobilization, and a shared responsibility to build a more sustainable and equitable world for
current and future generations.

REFERENCES
Basheer, M., Nechifor, V., Calzadilla, A., Ringler, C., Hulme, D., & Harou, J. J. (2022).

Balancing national economic policy outcomes for sustainable development. Nature
Communications, 13(5041), 1-13. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-022-32415-9

53


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41467-022-32415-9

Berliani, A. D., & Violita, E. S. (2021). The role of governance in SDG through public trust in
government: Study in selected OIC member states. IOP Conference Series: Earth and
Environmental Science, 716(1), 012100. https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-

1315/716/1/012100

Govindan, K., Shankar, K. M., & Kannan, D. (2020). Achieving sustainable development goals
through identifying and analyzing barriers to industrial sharing economy: A framework
development. International Journal of Production Economics, 227, 107575.
https://doi.org/10.1016/}.ijpe.2019.107575

Hoy, C. (2015). Can the SDGs be achieved by 20307?, retrieved from https://devpolicy.org/can-
the-sdgs-be-achieved-by-2030-20150924/ on January 02", 2023.

Jaiyesimi, R. (2016). The challenge of implementing the sustainable development goals in
Africa: the way forward, African Journal of Reproductive Health, 20(3), 13-8.

Khan, R. E. A, & Farooq, S. (2019). Corruption, political instability and sustainable
development: The interlinkages. Journal of Quantitative Methods, 3(1), 56-83.
https://doi.org/10.29145/2019/jgm/030104

Kumar, R., & Roy, P. (2018). War and peace: Is our world serious about achieving Sustainable
Development Goals by 20307. Journal of Family Medicine and Primary Care, 7(6),
1153. https://doi.org/10.4103/ifmpc.jffmpc 231 18

Filho, W. L., Wolf, F., Salvia, A. L., Beynaghi, A., Shulla, K., Kovaleva, M., & Vasconcelos, C.
R. P. (2020). Heading towards an unsustainable world: some of the implications of not
achieving the SDGs. Discover Sustainability, 1(1). https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-
020-00002-x

Martin-Blanco, C., Zamorano, M., Lizarraga, C., & Molina-Moreno, V. (2022). The impact of
COVID-19 on the Sustainable Development Goals: Achievements and expectations.
International Journal of Environmental Research and Public Health, 19(23), 16266.
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph192316266

Moyer, J. D. & Hedden, S. (2020). Are we on the right path to achieve the sustainable
development goals?. World Development, 127, 104749. 1-13.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.104749

Nguyen, D. T., Le, T. H., Dinh, D., & Nguyen, H. N. (2023). Does geopolitical risk hinder
sustainable development goals? Evidence from a panel analysis. Journal of
Environmental Management, 347,
119204. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2023.119204

Ranjan, R. (2021). Geopolitical threat to United Nations Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) 2030, First International Conference on Technologies for Smart Green
Connected Society 2021, 1-4.

Shulla, K & Leal Filho, W. (2023). Achieving the UN Agenda 2030: Overall actions for the
successful implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals before and after the
2030 deadline, Policy Department European Parliament.
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/702576/EXPQO _IDA(202)
702576 EN.pdf

54


https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-%20%20%20%20%20%201315/716/1/012100
https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-%20%20%20%20%20%201315/716/1/012100
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijpe.2019.107575
https://devpolicy.org/can
https://doi.org/10.29145/2019/jqm/030104
https://doi.org/10.4103/jfmpc.jfmpc_231_18
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-020-00002-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-020-00002-x
https://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph192316266
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2019.104749
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2023.119204
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/702576/EXPO_IDA(202)702576_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/IDAN/2022/702576/EXPO_IDA(202)702576_EN.pdf

Shulla, K., Voigt, B., Cibian, S., Scandone, G., Martinez, E. N. F., Nelkovski, F., & Salehi, P.
(2021). Effects of COVID-19 on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Discover
Sustainability, 2(1). https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-021-00026-x

Zhao, W., Yin, C., Hua, T., Meadows, M. E., Li, Y., Liu, Y., Cherubini, F., Pereira, P., & Fu, B.
(2022). Achieving the Sustainable Development Goals in the post-pandemic era.
Humanities and Social Sciences Communications, 9(1), 1-7.
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-022-01283-5

55


https://doi.org/10.1007/s43621-021-00026-x
https://doi.org/10.1057/s41599-022-01283-5

	Blank Page



