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ABSTRACTS

This study was carried out to determine the antinociceptive effect of endophytic fungus
extracted from Ficus deltoidea. This study consists of two parts. First part involve the
extraction of endophyte from the whole plant of Mas Cotek. Upon completion of the
first stage; the abdominal writhing test was done to investigate their antinociceptive
property on mice. The test done showed that the extract signicantly inhibits the writhing
response, compare with the drug, aspirin and also the control. An increase in doses of
the extract resulted in a greater inhibition. Hopefully, this study would open up
opportunities for others to do more research on this plant towards developing new
antinociceptive agents.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Ficus deltoidea

Ficus a’eltoide‘a, widely known as mistletoe fig or Mas Cotek in Malay term is the
member of Moraceae, the Mulberry family (Delto, 2004). Eventhough Ficus deltoidea is
indigenous to the southern Philippines, southward and westward to Southeast Asia,
Malaysia and Indonesia, it has been cultivated in various part of the world as a
houseplant or as an ornamental shrub (Starr et al. 2003). Scientists have discovered at
least 80 species of the Ficus deltoidea family. Examples of the six varieties are Ficus
deltoidea var bilobata, Ficus deltoidea var angustifolia, Ficus deltoidea var intermedia,
Ficus deltoidea var kunstleri, Ficus deltoidea var motleyan, Ficus deltoidea var
trengganuuensis (vAlternativeHealthCare, 2007). The name Mas Cotek is the popular
local or vernacular name in the East Coast of Peninsular Malaysia. While in Sabah,
Sarawak and Kalimantan Island, this plant is known as “sempit-sempit”. There are also
some native groups in Sabah who named this plant as “agoluran”. In Indonesia, this
plant is known as “tabat barito” and also some other names such as ara jelatih, ara
tunggal, api-api telinga gajah dan api-api telinga kera. In Africa, it is known as

“Kangkalibang” (Delto, 2004).



