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Course
Description

This course is a continuation of Research Design and Methods (BCM 542) and
Dissertation 1 (BCM 624). It gives opportunities for students to use appropriate
research techniques/tools and apply their conceptual, analytical and communication
skills. Students are required to consult their respective Supervisors at least 7 times
per semester at two hours per consultation. A log book will be used to track students’
progress. Students will be assessed on submission of a complete dissertation from
problem statement to conclusion and recommendation. The frequency of consultation
carries 10% of the total dissertation marks. A ‘viva voce’ or an oral examination will
be conducted to those students of borderline cases; when issues of plagiarism exist;
and in cases where one of the assessors failed the student; he/she should attend a
viva. The viva acts as the defining moment of the dissertation process to allow
students to defend her/his work and to satisfy examiners that the dissertation is of a
standard quality and is the students’ own work (i.e. not copied, plagiarised or written
by someone else). This viva will constitute the final assessment for the examiners to
decide the outcomes of the dissertation either pass or fail. 

Transferable Skills analytical and communication skills. 

Teaching
Methodologies

Blended Learning, Discussion, Supervision

CLO
CLO1 Demonstrate the understanding of research process
CLO2 Practice independent research skills in construction related topics.
CLO3 Write a well-structured and written standard academic dissertation

Pre-Requisite
Courses

No course recommendations

Topics
1. Analysis
1.1) Choosing appropriate analytical techniques
1.2) Presenting results
1.3) Presenting implications of research findings
1.4) Discussing research findings
2. Conclusion
2.1) Writing conclusion that are consistent with the research objectives
2.2) Writing the research limitations and recommendations
3. Presentation
3.1) Writing dissertation report following appropriate style and standard format of referencing i.e., Harvard
System
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Assessment Breakdown %
Continuous Assessment 100.00%

Details of
Continuous
Assessment

Assessment Type Assessment Description % of Total Mark CLO
Discussion n/a 10% CLO1 , CLO2 
Disertation n/a 90% CLO3 

Reading List Recommended
Text John W. Creswell 2012, Qualitative Inquiry and Research

Design, SAGE Publications [ISBN: 1412995302]
Andrew Knight,Les Ruddock 2008, Advanced Research
Methods in the Built Environment, Wiley-Blackwell [ISBN:
1405161108]

Article/Paper List This Course does not have any article/paper resources
Other References This Course does not have any other resources
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