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ABSTRACT

Cultural significance places enrich people's lives by providing a profound and
inspiring sense of connection to community and landscape. Historic towns and cultural
landscapes have shaped our societies and are regarded as priceless assets for current and future
generations. To preserve such towns' cultural identities and historic characters in the face of
globalization and urbanization, walkable historic places will amplify tourist magnets and focal
aspects that may boost sense of place. The relation between urban history and walkability exists
in most urban areas, and many Malaysian cities have heritage values that are being lost over
time as a result of walkability issues throughout the places. One of them is the area of the site
study in one of Kuala Lumpur's main areas, Chinatown, which has cultural significance in the
city. Chinatown is one of the oldest parts of Kuala Lumpur and a popular tourist destination.
However, due to the transformation of the human cultural landscape and a lack of walkability
that connects to the heritage trails, Chinatown is losing its charm in terms of historical and
cultural values, as is the city's rapid development. Visitors which include tourists have made
extensive use of urban areas, facilities, and services. However, only few of these spaces were
created with tourists in mind. Given the lack of concern for how to provide visitors with a
quality and memorable walking experience. Furthermore, the new development of 118 towers
located in a part of Chinatown does not provide continuous walkability, making it harder for
people to experience the beauty and uniqueness of Chinatown as a whole. However, after
acknowledging the loss of walking facilities in historically significant places, the Dewan
Bandaraya Kuala Lumpur (DBKL) plans to revitalize Chinatown by sustaining traditional
architecture and cultural value, enhancing the environment landscape, making it easily
accessible by foot, also becoming a key cultural connectivity with the guidance of Think City
Sdn Bhd. Using a cultural mapping approach, Chinatown can help raise identity and the city's
economy in the future. The methodology for this study will begin with site inventory and
interviews with local communities, local authorities, and daily workers. The information
gathered from secondary data sources is then analyzed to form a solution in terms of synthesis
and design strategies. Finally, the design details are derived from the concept of space planning,
which is the master plan, perspective perception, and planting strategies. The end result is a

concise design that meets both human needs and environmental concerns.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION TO TOPIC

1.1 Introduction

Generally, walking through the city is an essential part of city life. It allows us to
interact with our surroundings, explore our neighborhoods, and connect with the cultural,
historical, and social fabric of where we live. However, not all urban areas are equally
walkable, and some areas may present obstacles that discourage people from venturing out on
foot. In relation, urban heritage is very important in the context of modern cities because it
reflects the distinct character and identity of a city and its people. The preservation and
promotion of cultural heritage, in particular, can play an important role in improving a city's

livability and attractiveness.

Finding from Maria Garcia (2019), urban heritage can refer to the city as heritage, a
special type of cultural assets that is primarily associated with areas of the city, urban centers,
and historic cities. The focus is on the urban space's heritage values, which are overall values
resulting from the interaction of various components. In recent times, the term "urban heritage"
has gained popularity. However, since the mid-twentieth century, it has been closely linked to
conservation and restoration proposals for historic centers in European cities. Urban
conservation spreads throughout the world, propelled by organizations such as UNESCO,
which formed a special category of cultural properties known as "groups of buildings" in the
World Heritage Convention in 1972, generally associated with towns. Since the turn of the
century, UNESCO has advocated for a broader approach to urban heritage that includes social,

economic, and functional dimensions in addition to the built environment.

For the last decade, the focus has shifted to the formation of New Urbanism (NU),
where most historical relics are located in or near the city, and there is a seamless integration
of urban heritage and walkability. Finding from Girling et al. (2019), a fundamental imperative
of New Urbanism is to support an urban design capable of satisfying residents' demands in a
way that is quick and easily accessible for a pedestrian, notably within a five-minute walking

distance. To determine whether there is a significant relationship between New Urbanism and
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