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On the 6th of July 2023, an online webinar, “And
l.. | Speak the Truth and Nothing but the Truth”
explored pivotal facets of ethics, credibility,
accountability, and integrity in public speaking.
This outstanding collaboration between two
esteemed local higher learning institutions,
namely Universiti Teknologi MARA Pulau
Pinang Branch (UITMCPP) and Universiti Sains
Malaysia (USM), was led by Ms. Marni Jamil, a
lecturer from the Academy of Language
Studies, UITMCPP. This project aligned with the
goal of the Centre for Innovative Delivery and
Learning Development (CIDL) UiTM to enhance
student learning experience through formal
collaborative teaching efforts.

The primary objective of this webinar was to
equip participants from the PHM2453A group,
who were enrolled in the English for Oral
Presentations (ELC590) course during the
March - July 2023 semester, with knowledge
and skills essential for success in both personal
and professional aspects. Dr. Jamilah, the
invited speaker, is a senior lecturer in the
Speech Pathology Programme at the School of
Health Sciences, USM. She also presides over
the USM Health Campus Bilingual
Toastmasters Club in District 102, Kelantan. Her
wealth of expertise spans Applied Linguistics,
Language and Culture, Intercultural
Communication, and Intercultural Sensitivity.
The webinar meticulously explored the
significance of upholding elevated ethical
standards. It highlighted integrating
truthfulness into verbal expression and
conduct, embracing accountability in

By Marni Jamil

communication, and establishing credibility
among public speakers to build trust with the
audience. Additionally, these principles are
essential for individuals seeking to nurture
constructive  change  through effective
communication. The session also underscored
the necessity of employing precise and
impactful  language, alongside  strategic
rhetorical devices in speech as emphasised
throughout the ELC590 course.

The speaker adeptly linked theoretical

discussions on ethical considerations to real-
world situations experienced by participants,
providing comprehensive explanations. Her
focus on responsibility and honesty in
communication guarded against misinformation
dissemination or inadvertent propagation of
inaccurate information. Moreover, the interactive
elements of the webinar were enriched as
participants engaged in an enlightening
question-and-answer session. This engagement
offered various perspectives aligned with the
discussed topics, which in turn fostered deeper
reflection among the audience.
In an era inundated with information,
participants gained a profound comprehension
of the central role of integrity in public speaking.
Therefore, this acquired knowledge and refined
skill set are vital for successful communication
in their respective fields. Leveraging the
speaker's experience, the participants emerged
refreshed with understanding and confidence
crucial for navigating the intricate domains of
public speaking, rooted in authenticity,
responsibility, and conviction. In essence, this
webinar marked a remarkable moment in
nurturing growth in both individual and career
domains, significantly contributing to their
Jjourney toward success.
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