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Dream Weaver: The Quest for a PhD 
By Salwa Othman 

 
There once was a lecturer so bright, 

Whose students she taught with delight, 
But a PhD loomed near, 
And filled her with fear, 

For she'd fallen into a research insight. 
She searched high and low for a topic, 
A subject that was fresh, not myopic, 

But the more she looked, 
The more she was hooked, 

Into a research hole, how ironic! 
Days turned into weeks, then into months, 

Her search for a topic, it still haunts, 
With other tasks in tow, 

Her time was scarce, her progress slow. 
Teaching, publishing, grants to pursue, 

Management post, and a family of four too, 
Her dream felt out of reach, 
The reality, a difficult breach! 

But then came a breakthrough, oh so divine, 
She found her topic, and it shone like a sign, 

Her PhD proposal was finally done, 
Her hard work had paid off, it seemed. 

Her committee approved, 
And she was moved, 

To tears, for all the obstacles she'd deemed. 
As she went to bed that night, 
The lecturer's dream took flight, 

A world where research was grand, 
And new insights were in demand. 

 
 

In her dream, she wrote with glee, 
A thesis that flowed free! 

To realize it was all in her heart, 
She had yet to start her PhD, 
And still, it was just a fantasy. 

But the dream was sweet, oh so sweet, 
She vowed to make it her reality's treat, 
To work hard and make it come true, 

For dreams can be real, too. 
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