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Kindergarten

INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND PRELIMINARY STUDY - <

* The Chinese government and Chinese parents attach importance to kindergarten * 3 kindergartens were investigated and photographed on the spot
education (MOE, 2012, 2016; Yang, 2022; Liu et al., 2022; Xu & Qin 2021). (Fig. 1, Fig. 2)
* In China, play behavior has gradually become the leading role in children’s daily * Analyze the physical environment of three kindergartens using
activities (Liu & Zhu, 2020; Huang, 2021; Zhu, 2019), and affects children’s Moore's (1987) conclusion on the factors of physical environment
cognitive and social development (Aureli, 1996; Rubin, 1978; Elkind, 2007; (table 1). 5 .
Levine & Munsch, 2014; Lautamo & Heikkila, 2010). * “Well-defined ” childcare centers and “Resource-rich activity area” Fllgure4 4 f{esource
* As the carrier of children’s activities, the physical environment is also one of the (Fig. 3; Fig. 4) Hchactivity pocket
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Table 1. Analysis of physical environment factors of three kindergartens Figure. 3 Well-defined childcare center

Physical
environment
of
kindergarten

Correlation? Play

behavior

ISSUES/ PROBLEM STATEMENT

« Kindergartens in China are mainly in a closed-plan layout, and obvious
"discipline" and "domain" in spatial organization (Lu, 2022). Cause the interior Figure 1. Classroom of kindergarten C
space lacks integrity, connectivity, flexibility, and has a single spatial function

(Lu, 2022; Hu, 2013)

The interior design of Chinese kindergarten is adults’ aesthetic orientation, and

Figure 2. Activity room of kindergarten B

ignored the needs of children (Li, 2022; Qin, 2020). The classroom lacks vertical Res u It
communication space (Xu, 2015), furniture and materials are homogenized
seriously (Dong, 2007), and the space utilization rate is low (Dong, 2007; Li, * Spatial definition involve five aspects: Openness and visibility, Enclosure and private, Variety and flexibility,
2022; Chen, 2018). Concentration and separation, Size and amount (Table 2).
* The lack of study about the relationships between spatial definition of inclusive « CPERS and ECEPS are suitable tools for kindergarten physical design environment evaluation (Table 3).
kindergarten and children’s play behaviorin China. « POS and PLAY are suitable for record and assess children’s play behavior (Table 4).
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Table 4. Assessment tools for children’s play behavior Table 3. Assessment tools for kindergarten environment
Data were collected from the physical environment characteristics and
children's play behavior of 6 kindergartensin Nanchang.
All the data of play behavior and spatial definition were qualitative analyzed co N CLU S I o N
using a content analysismethod through Altas ti. _ _ * The indoor physical environment of kindergarten indeed related to children’s behaviorand development.
Pearson correlation and liner regression was used to examine the potential The spatial definition of classroom and play room in China’skindergarten is not clearly and lacks of evaluation tools.

associations between levels of spatial definition and levels of play behavior. The observation dimension of children’s play behavior still remains in a single social or cognitive perspective. Future study
needs to use scale (e.g. Play Observation Scale) to combine social and cognitive behavior.
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