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ABSTRACT 

 

 
The roots of the colonial buildings in Peninsular Malaysia hill stations lie in the early 
attempts of British colonization to build a cool retreat or the ‘Little England’ for British 
military and comrade traders. There are many colonial buildings that rich in history and 
architectural merits but are in a state of deterioration and dilapidation in hill stations of 
Peninsular Malaysia. Due to that, there is a dire need to protect and to restore these 
buildings heritage but one needs to have accurate technical knowledge and systematic 
documentation. The purpose of this research is to provide an accurate roster as a 
valuable reference and also to determine the methods and techniques of building masonry 
construction and materials of colonial buildings that reflected the characteristics of 
British Architecture. The research has been carried out in two main methods, which are 
the primary and secondary data collections. The primary data is obtained from selected 
case studies and the fieldwork includes building inventory, photo recording, visual 
analysis, measured drawing and semi-structured interviews. Meanwhile, the secondary 
data are gathered from literature review, which include books on history, building 
construction, restoration and conservation, and data on British colonial architecture. 
Secondary data also include articles, journals, newspapers, websites, and magazines with 
particular reference to colonial architecture in United Kingdom, India and Malaysia. 
Comparative analysis of these case studies have been carried out and unveiled the real 
situation on building construction and materials in term of components, elements, and 
ornamentations as well as to create the culture of authenticity for localized architecture. 
Four selected major hill stations involved are Penang Hill, Penang; Maxwell Hill, Perak; 
Fraser’s Hill, Pahang/ Selangor, and Cameron Highlands, Pahang. Through several 
interviews and documentation study on methods and techniques of construction, several 
issues and findings have been achieved, documented, analyzed and synthesized. The 
results show the localized architecture differs between the British original buildings and 
the British colonial buildings built in tropical climate of Peninsular Malaysia. In 
conclusion, for any tangible and intangible information or involvement of construction 
and conservation for colonial buildings in hill stations; the Construction Direction Roster 
(CDR) should be abide systematically at anytime by all industry players concerned for 
the preservation of authenticity of the British colonial buildings, historical place and 
cultural environment. 

 
 

 



v"
"

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 

In the name of ALLAH SWT, the Most Gracious and the Most Merciful. 

All praises to ALLAH SWT, for the strength and letting me through to finish all the 
experienced and journey of my Ph.D. thesis. I have experienced Your Guidance day by 
day. You are the ONE who Guides me towards the brighter Light. "If you are thankful, 
ALLAH SWT will give you more”(Surah Ibrahim 14:7). 

I would like to express my special appreciation and gratitude to my main supervisor 
Associate Professor Dr. Esmawee Haji Endut and co-supervisor Professor Dr. A. Ghafar 
Ahmad, you both have been a tremendous mentor for me. I would like to thank you for 
encouraging my research and for allowing me to grow as a researcher. Your advice on 
both research as well as on my career have been invaluable. I would especially like to 
thanks Faculty of Architecture, Planning and Surveying, Universiti Teknologi MARA for 
the providence and opportunity for me to conduct and complete my Ph.D. thesis. Thanks 
to all my colleagues and staffs that have been there as well as my research assistants 
Farahim and Munif Abdul Malek, to support me through the process of collected data 
and being supportive for completion of my Ph.D. thesis.   
 
I also acknowledge the sincere and professional effort in information from Jabatan Ukur 
& Pemetaan Malaysia, Jabatan Warisan Negara Malaysia, Arkib Negara Malaysia, 
Muzium Negara Kuala Lumpur, Badan Warisan Malaysia, Resource Centre Malaysian 
Institute of Architects, Muzium Telekom Kuala Lumpur, Majlis Bandaraya Pulau 
Pinang, Pejabat Setiausaha Kerajaan Unit Perbadanan Keretapi Bukit Bendera, Pusat 
Warisan Dunia Penang, Penang Hill Residents Association, Pejabat Peranginan Bukit 
Larut, Majlis Perbandaran Taiping, Taiping Museum, Taiping First Galleria, Majlis 
Daerah Cameron Highlands, Cameron Highlands Library, Jabatan Kerja Raya Cameron 
Highlands, Pejabat Tanah Cameron Highlands, Fraser’s Hill Development Corporation, 
Pejabat Daerah & Tanah Hulu Selangor, Majlis Daerah Raub, Majlis Daerah Hulu 
Selangor, Urban Design & Conservation Research Unit Universiti Teknologi Malaysia, 
and Surveying Science and Geomatics Department, Universiti Teknologi MARA.  
 
Finally, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to my beloved late parents; Haji 
Abd Raub bin Haji Arshad and Hajjah Umaiyah binti Abd Aziz who strived during their 
lifetime ensuring a proper education for me. Thank you to my parents in law for the 
understanding and continues prayer and last but not least, I would also like to thanks my 
beloved wife, Hajjah Sabariah binti Haji Hashim for her love, sacrifices, moral support, 
and understanding through out the process of my thesis. To my beloved daughter Amina 
Syarfina and son Amin Nureddine, I would like to express my thanks for being my 
research assistant on the process at site for measured drawings and writing as well as 
continuous encouragement and prayers.  



    DRAFT ONLY – 14.5.2014 

 vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
                 Page 
 

CONFIRMATION BY PANEL OF EXAMINERS    ii 

AUTHOR’S DECLARATION       iii 

ABSTRACT          iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT        v  

TABLE OF CONTENTS         vi 

LIST OF TABLES         xi 

LIST OF FIGURES        xii 

LIST OF PLATES         xvii 

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS       xxi

  

  

CHAPTER ONE:  INTRODUCTION        1               

1.1  Aims of the Chapter         1 

1.2  Background to the Problem                   1 

1.3  Problem Statement         4 

1.4  Purpose of the Research Study         9 

1.5  Research Questions         9 

1.6  Aims and Objectives of the Research      10 

1.7  Scope of the Research        10 

1.8  Significance of the Research       11 

1.9  Thesis Organization        11 

   

CHAPTER TWO:  LITERATURE REVIEW, BRIEF HISTORY OF HILL 

STATIONS AND CONSTRUCTION WORKS FOR BRITISH BUILDINGS 13 

2.1   Introduction                   13 

2.2   Definition of Study        13                   

2.3   Aspects of Construction and Restoration Related    14 

2.4   Brief History and the Development of Hill Stations     22 



 
1 

CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 
 

 

1.1 Aims of the Chapter 

 

The chapter is presented to familiarize the reader with the subject and the 

purpose of the research. It portrays the overview of the research topic, background to 

the problem, and outlines the problem statement and issues. Research questions are 

explored to identify the key factors in this study. The research aims and objectives are 

presented in this chapter. The scope of the research is discussed and the research 

significance is underlined. The chapter concludes with thesis organization. 

 

1.2 Background to the Problem 

 

The imprint of the earliest British architecture remains apparent to the 

buildings of Georgetown, Penang and as a trading post of the British East India 

Company (British EIC) in 16 July 1786. Later the British colonialists (British 

architects, builders, construction trained soldiers or priests) started to develop and 

construct buildings for public, administrative, religious and residential purposes 

throughout the major towns and in the hill stations of Peninsular Malaysia.  

The hill stations created are generally small, isolated and inward looking into 

little worlds that symbolized British power and exclusiveness. They are situated on the 

ridge of the Titiwangsa Range of Peninsular Malaysia and in the island of Penang. 

Malaysia’s hill stations essentially consists of seven hill stations as outlined in Figure 

1.1. Despite that, four major hill stations in Peninsular Malaysia that are popular 

namely: Penang Hill (Bukit Bendera, Penang) which is the oldest hill station (late 18th 

century); Maxwell’s Hill (Bukit Larut, Perak), the earliest hill station on mainland 

Peninsular (1880s); Fraser’s Hill (Pahang/ Selangor) that developed during 1920s, and 

Cameron Highlands (Pahang) at later stage in the late 1920s and rigorously early 

1930s (Moore, W.K. 2008). The altitudes of all these hill stations are at the heights of 

761m, 1152m, 1305m and 1640m respectively. The remainder three unpopulated hill 

stations are known as Gunung Kledang (Perak), Bukit Kutu (Selangor), and Gunung 
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