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Abstract 

Malaysia is currently one of the most urbanized countries of East Asia, and also one of the 
most rapidly urbanized regions around the world. The development growth in Malaysia is 
striving towards developed country. Currently development has encroached towards most 
urban areas and has filled with property development and causes most of the urban areas 
highly dense and congested. As population is growing, the demand for residential development 
in the city centre and its surrounding rises. Urbanisation is putting pressure on the government 
to find means to manage its resources. On top of that, it has consequence to other problems 
related to urbanization such as urban poverty, urban congestion, high crime rates, urban 
sprawl and lots more issues related to rapid urbanization. Objective of this study is to identify 
the issues resulted from the rapid urbanization and its impacts towards the growth of economy, 
social and environment in Malaysia. This study also aims in suggesting how the government 
should tackle these problems. To obtain the data of this study, Qualitative content analysis is 
used to derive to the research problems and issues. The outcomes are expected to assist 
Malaysia in achieving the SGD 11 goals towards sustainable cities and communities. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

World population growth (and resulting urban expansion) have caused cities to expand 
toward peri-urban areas (Plecher,2020). Based on the Department of Statistics Malaysia, the 
population in Malaysia will reach 33.8 million in 2040, and 85% will be residing in urban areas 
(Sama!, 2019 & PLANMalaysia, 2016). This indicated that urban sprawl has become one of 
the major challenges in managing cities and urbanisation issues in Malaysia (PLANMalaysia, 
2016). As population is growing, the demand for residential development in the city centre and 
its surrounding rises. Uncontrolled, unplanned and uncoordinated growth of urban areas 
causes the urban sprawl to occur (Rosni.et.al, 2016). As more high density residential 
development is concentrated within urban areas, more low density residential development will 
take place outer than urban areas demanded by high-income people, thus, city becomes 
segregated and form more mono-functional land use pattern. As this increased, it creates 
demand for peoples to commute from home to work, shopping area and even recreation (Ab 
Rahman, 2013). Migration and urbanization will also lead to social effects such as illegal 
migrants, pollution, housing and poor waste management, urban poverty, poor access to 
health system, and more (BPPD, 2020). 

The after effects would put pressure to the government to overcome the spill over due to 
the rapid urbanization which has causes many issues to environment, economic and social 
which not only effecting the communities in urban areas. but also refraining the government 
efforts in achievement of sustainable cities goal. Therefore. this research is an introductory 
study aimed to identify the issues rising from rapid urbanization and how it would impact the 
objectives in achieving the goal of sustainable cities and communities. besides suggesting 
solutions in achieving the above-mentioned goals. 
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