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Abstract 

Land tenure is a complicated concept that comes in a variety of forms. Concerns about 
tenure and property rights have been linked to population displacement, food insecurity, and 
environmental degradation. The security of land tenure property rights in water villages should 
be safeguarded, as small-scale fishing communities contribute significantly to food security, 
inclusive economic growth, and other critical development goals. This article is the result of a 
preliminary study on securing land tenure for the Water Village community. The current 
practices of water village land tenure were ascertained through qualitative interviews with the 
village heads of three water villages in Northern Sarawak. Thematic analysis was used to 
deduce land ownership practices such as type of land ownership, documentation of land 
ownership, and property transaction. It can be concluded that while current practices are 
convenient, they could be improved to better protect the water village area's land tenure and 
property rights. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Land tenure is a complicated historical and cultural concept. As a result, the right to tenure 
can now be established in a variety of ways: statutory, customary, religious, and informal. All of 
these processes have an effect on attitudes toward land and property use, development, 
transfer, and inheritance. Additionally, in many countries, multiple legal tenure regimes may 
exist concurrently, and reform policies may be in varying stages of development, adding to the 

degree of uncertainty (FAO, 2002). For example, in many countries, urban areas are governed 
by statutory law while rural areas are governed by customary law, creating ambiguity regarding 
land tenure status in peri-urban areas. Diverse tenure systems may exist within a given 
neighbourhood or even on the same plot of land, posing significant challenges for land 
administrators. With this backdrop and ever-increasing pressures on land, interest in land 
tenure policies, approaches, and interventions aimed at enhancing tenure security and 
compliance with legal standards has risen significantly in recent years. 

According to ISEAS (2010), land requirements for investment by the private sector and 
governments to improve infrastructure and facilitate private investment have increased 
significantly. As demand for this finite resource increases, those who lack formal tenure or 
property rights have faced varying degrees of insecurity. Moreover, there is mounting evidence 
that tenure and property rights issues can contribute significantly to political instability, 
population displacement, food insecurity, and environmental degradation, undermining or 
preventing the successful implementation of development programmes (Courtney et. al, 
2017). 
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