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CHAPTER 1

1.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter focuses the background of the study which is on jihad &
terrorism. It also include on how Muslim population’s perception towards jihad
and terrorism. Section 1.1 discusses the background of the study, Section 1.2
explains the problem statement and Section 1.3 states the research question.
Section 1.4 on the other hand, states the research objectives and Section 1.5 is
on the information regarding the scope of the study. In addition, Section 1.6
explains the significant of study and lastly section 1.6 is all about definition of

terms and concepts.

1.1 Background of the Study

Jihad is one of the international issue that always been arise and it is
always been related to the terrorism. In the general context, jjhad means struggle
and strive against negative thought, negative action and aggression against a
person, family, society or country. Usually, jihad is considered associated with
Islam and Muslims only (Shaykh Hisham Kabbani, n.d). The term of jihad is
always being abuse by militant groups in order to achieve their own personal

interest.

In Islam, jihad can be defines as striving and struggling for improvement

and fighting back to defend back on what is they are belong to such as honor,



assets and homeland. Nowadays, Muslims being called as terrorist when they
are trying to defend by fighting back with struggle to get back their right and what
they are belong to such as honor, assets and homeland. Some perception said
that they are being called terrorism because they are using inappropriate way to
get back what their own.

A review of the literature about terrorism reveals that terrorism itself is
difficult to define. While clear objectives definitions of terrorism are easy to
develop, simple definitions get complicated by two main factors. First, every
terrorist commits his actions in support of a cause that many others also support,
and people find it difficult to acknowledge that actions taken in support of their
pet cause could be terrorist acts and second is governments and media outlet
consistently apply, misapply, or refuse to apply the term terrorism based on
political factor (Shaykh Hisham Kabbani, n.d). Malaysia itself is a country that
also can be possibly receiving terrorism attacks as recently, few cases related to

militant group such as ISIS and Daesh being actively working in this country.

1.2  Problem Statement

There are many issues happen in these recent years regarding on the
jihad and terrorism globally and locally. Recently, our country being shocked by
the existence of militant groups that busy recruiting group members and
delivering extreme ideology towards public. The impact of incident such as Bali
bombing and 9/11 in New York towards Islam is big until the existence of term

Islamophobia.



